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UNIVERSITY OF VERMONT AND STATE AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE 

 
 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
 
 

UNIVERSITY OFFICERS 

As established in the University Bylaws, Article 6 

Officers and Qualifications: The officers of the University shall be a Chair of the Board, a 
President, a Treasurer, a Secretary, a Provost, and such other officers as the Board of Trustees 
may determine. Any two or more offices may be held by the same person, except (a) the offices 
of President and Secretary and (b) the offices of President and Provost. The Chair of the Board, 
the President and the Secretary shall be members of the Board of Trustees. No trustee may be 
initially elected Chair of the Board unless he or she has at least two years of his or her term as 
trustee remaining. The Provost shall be an individual nominated by the President. 

Election: All officers of the University other than the President and the Chair of the Board shall 
be elected annually by the Board of Trustees at a regular meeting held in the month of February, 
or at such other time as is determined by the trustees by resolution. The Chair of the Board shall 
be elected in a manner consistent with the Charter. The President shall be elected at a regular or 
special meeting and said election shall be for an unspecified term. 

Term of Office: All officers shall take office effective March 1. All officers shall hold office 
until their successors have been duly elected and have qualified, or until removed from office in 
accordance with such procedures as may be adopted by the Board from time to time. 

Duties of Officers: The duties and powers of the officers shall be as follows and as set by 
resolution of the Board of Trustees from time to time: 

(1) Chair of the Board. The Chair of the Board shall preside at all meetings of the Board of 
Trustees. If the Chair is absent, the Vice Chair of the Board (if any) shall preside. In the absence 
of both, the Secretary shall preside for the election of a chairperson pro tempore.  

(2) President. The President shall be the chief executive officer of the University and his or her 
duties shall be those that commonly pertain to the office of the president of a university. The 
President shall be the administrative head of the University and its constituent parts and he or she 
shall have the power to veto any act or resolution of any committee or other collective body 
within the University or its constituent parts except for the Board of Trustees and committees of 
said Board, subject to such procedures as the Board may adopt from time to time. The President 
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shall cause to be called regular and special meetings of the Board of Trustees in accordance with 
the requirements of the Vermont Nonprofit Corporation Act, these Bylaws and the applicable 
state public access laws. The President shall prepare the agenda for meetings of the Board of 
Trustees and the Executive Committee in consultation with the Chair of the Board. The President 
shall have authority to sign and execute all contracts in the name of the University and all notes, 
drafts, or other orders for the payment of money, unless restricted in any specific instance by 
resolution of the Board of Trustees. 

(3) Treasurer. The Treasurer shall be responsible for the receipt and investment of funds. The 
Treasurer shall also be responsible for the management of cash and securities. The Treasurer 
shall ensure that all trustees receive financial statements from the University, including 
comparisons of revenues and expenditures with the budget of the University. The Treasurer shall 
have such other responsibilities as may be assigned to him or her by the President or the Board of 
Trustees from time to time. 

(4) Secretary. The Secretary shall record all votes and proceedings of the Board of Trustees or 
any committee thereof. The Secretary shall be custodian of the records and seal of the University 
and shall authenticate records of the University when required. The Secretary shall cause the 
University to maintain an office in Burlington, Vermont where the corporate records of the 
University shall be kept, and the Secretary shall procure and file in said office certified copies of 
all papers required by law to be filed with the Secretary of State. The Secretary shall cause the 
University to make records and documents available to the public in accordance with the 
applicable requirements of state public access laws. The Secretary shall perform the duties 
incident to the office of the Secretary as specifically delegated from time to time by the Board of 
Trustees and as may be required by the laws of the State of Vermont. 

(5) Provost. The Provost shall be responsible for academic and administrative duties assigned by 
the President. During the absence or incapacity of the President, or in the case of the death or 
resignation of the President, the Provost shall assume the administrative duties of the President 
until such time as the Board of Trustees shall, by resolution, determine who shall exercise said 
duties or until the vacancy in the office of the President shall have been filled. When so acting, 
the Provost shall have all the powers and shall be subject to all the responsibilities of the office 
of the President and shall perform such duties and functions as the Board of Trustees may 
prescribe. 

(6) Other Officers. Other officers shall perform such duties and such powers as may be assigned 
to them by the Board of Trustees.  

Vacancies: All vacancies in any office shall be filled by the Board of Trustees, either at a regular 
meeting or at a meeting specifically called for that purpose. 

Derived from University Bylaws, Article VI, as adopted by the Board of Trustees: February 7, 
2006 


