
Transcript – The CESS Student Experience 

Dennis Aikey 
Well here at UVM I've enjoyed every class I've been a part of.  I actually transferred here.  I 
went to Ithaca College in New York for two years, and after my sophmore year I came back to 
UVM.  The whole reason being that I wanted to be part of this education program. Ithaca was 
great, and I loved everything about it, but, being from the area, I knew how good of an education 
program there was here at UVM. 
 
Bijoux Bahati 
I chose to be in the College of Education and Social Services Social Work program, for a variety 
of reasons.  At first I wasn't sure what I would get out the program, but now I have come to the 
conclusion that I made the right choice.  You get a very personalized experience 
throughout.  That has been really wonderful to see how I've grown.  The professors are really 
engaging and want to see that growth. 
 
Ly Nguyen 
This summer I was part of the McNair's scholars program.  In this program we did ressearch with 
one of our teachers in the CESS.  So I worked in collaboration with George Leibowitz and Gale 
Burford in the Social Work Department.  I worked on a project about risk and protective factors 
of Asian American adolescents and young adults and their participation in risk-taking behaviors. 
 
Emily Casey 
Professors that I've had and worked with bring to the table a ton of passion for both Early 
Childhood Education and Early Childhood Special Education.  Most of them have been teachers 
for a while themselves and then have moved up to be professors teaching teachers.  Just the 
passion I see when they are up there teaching...Sometimes I know one of my profesors has come 
to tears of excitement and joy just knowing that we are the next generation of teachers. 
 
John Castle 
Without question, my experience through this proram has made me a stronger educational 
leader.  It's made me much more in tune with how issues of social justice affect my world for 
students and their families, and how it affects teachers in their world.  I not only have a 
responsibility to effect change, I have the ability to effect change. 
 
Hannah Lawton 
My favorite placement - I don't know, they were all really different.  I really loved being in the 
environment of the Campus Children's Center (School), and I really enjoyed the whole Reggio 
approach.  Working with infants was wonderful.  I was able to see them develop.  I still go an 
visit them sometimes, and now they're talking! 
 
Geoff Pac 
So I decided to become part of the College of Education and Social Services a couple years even 
before I applied to UVM because I've been martial arts since I was 8 years old.  As I got better at 
it, I slowly transitioned from the role of student to teacher.  I officially did that when I earned my 
blackbelt.  So my last few years before college I was doing mostly teaching and I realized how 



much I absolutely loved to work with the kids.  I thought - If I love it so much, why not do it 
forever?  So, that inspired me to become a teacher, and here I am now, one year away from doing 
it in real life. 

	


