
2019-2020 RUBENSTEIN SCHOOL OF ENVIRONMENT AND NATURAL RESOURCES 
AWARDS TO GRADUATES 

 
HONORS COLLEGE SCHOLARS IN THE 
RUBENSTEIN SCHOOL OF ENVIRONMENT AND 
NATURAL RESOURCES 
Reilly Ann Becchina, Thesis: Decline of the Siberian 

Marmot (Marmota sibirica) in the Eastern Gobi Steppe                                                             
Advisor: James Murdoch, PhD  

Marty Gillies, Thesis: Environmental Attitudes Among 
Intercollegiate Athletics Fans: A study of athletic event 
attendees at the University of Vermont                                                                                 
Advisor: Brendan Fisher, PhD  

Sadye Keating Goldfarb, Thesis: The Impact of Hypoxia on 
Zooplankton Population Estimates in Lakes                                                             
Advisor: Jason Stockwell, PhD  

Kaylie Abigail Haberstroh, Thesis: The Factors 
Motivating Individuals’ Decisions to Properly Dispose of 
Their Municipal Waste                                                                                     
Advisor: Clare Ginger, PhD; Amy Seidl, PhD  

Joscelyn Norris, Thesis: Saussurea dorogostaiskii in 
Khövsgöl, Mongolia: A critically endangered medicinal 
species’ ecological requirements                                                                               
Advisor: Nate Sanders, PhD  

Katrina Jackson Rokosz, Thesis: The Validity of Day 
Sampling as Representative of the Entire Lake Trout Diet                                                                     
Advisor: J. Ellen Marsden, PhD  

Teighan Jaye Shore, Thesis: Monarch Butterfly Phenology: 
Characterizations of Monarch and Milkweed Populations                                        
Advisor: Samantha Alger, PhD  

Calla A. Sopko, Thesis: Ground-Dwelling Arthropod 
Diversity at Windblown and Salvage Harvested Sites                                                                
Advisor: Kimberly Wallin, PhD  

Elinor Sovcik, Thesis: Influence of the Missisquoi Wetland 
on Riverine Nutrient Cycling Under Different Flow 
Regimes                                                                     
Advisor: E. Carol Adair, PhD 

 
 

 
GRADUATE PROGRAM 

OUTSTANDING MASTER’S RESEARCH AND 
SCHOLARSHIP 

Walter Keady 
 

OUTSTANDING PHD RESEARCH AND SCHOLARSHIP 
Schuyler B. Pearman-Gillman 
Katherine Porterfield 

 
OUTSTANDING COMMUNITY SERVICE AWARD 

Elisabeth Lohre 
 

OUTSTANDING TEACHING ASSISTANTSHIP AWARD 
Stephanie Drago 

 
 

THE HOLCOMB NATURAL RESOURCES PRIZE 
FOR OUTSTANDING ACHIEVEMENT IN THE 
STUDY OF NATURAL RESOURCES 

Kevin Nicholas Ostrander  
Caroline Marie Spiccioli 

 
LOLA AIKEN AWARD IN NATURAL RESOURCES 

Jillian S. Scannell 
 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES 

AWARD FOR OUTSTANDING ACADEMIC 
ACHIEVEMENT 

Colby Bosley-Smith 
Nicholas Kaminski   
 

AWARD FOR OUTSTANDING SERVICE 
Kevin Nicholas Ostrander  
Hannah Claire Turner 

 
ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES 

OUTSTANDING GRADUATING SENIOR  
Jillian S. Scannell 

 
FORESTRY 

WILLIAM R. ADAMS FORESTRY AWARD 
Chloe Sardonis 
 

LUTHER E. ZAI MEMORIAL AWARD 
Benjamin Nash Church 
 

NATURAL RESOURCES 
AWARD FOR OUTSTANDING ACADEMIC 
ACHIEVEMENT 

Tara Deanna Silver Beattie  
Zachariah S. Merson 

 
AWARD FOR QUALITY STUDENT EXPERIENCE 

Dante Calfayan 
 

 PARKS, RECREATION AND TOURISM 
OUTSTANDING ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT AWARD 

Samantha Verge 
 

CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE QUALITY OF THE 
STUDENT EXPERIENCE 

Nina J. Rizzi 
 

WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES BIOLOGY 
OUTSTANDING ACHIEVEMENT AWARD 

Kevin Nicholas Ostrander 
 

WILDLIFE BIO-ECOLOGY AWARD 
Dylan A. DePalma 


