
Welcome!
We'll get started soon.

Rubenstein School Academic 

Overview Session



Aiken Center

• George D. Aiken Center

• LEED Platinum Certified 

building

• Greening of Rubenstein 

Course

• Ecological Design Maker 

Space

• Green Roof comprised of 

eight small watersheds



Our Facilities
• Rubenstein Ecosystem  

Science Lab

• George D. Aiken Forestry 

Sciences Lab

• New hybrid electric           

research vessel

• Access to 10 UVM        

Natural Areas and                    

4 research forests



Experiential Learning – what does it mean to you?
• Field-based Courses

• 100% of Rubenstein students participate in field-based 

courses!

• Internships 

• Earn academic credit and gain professional work 

experience!

• Undergraduate Research

• Assist in research with faculty, graduate students, and 

community partners!

• Civic - & Service-Learning Courses

• Build skills and relationships with community partners 

through project-based coursework!

• Study Away/Abroad

• Semester, Summer, & Winter/Spring break 

opportunities, oh my!



Click to edit text.

Curriculum Overview





Our Common Ground Values
“Education is not preparation for life. Education is life itself.” 

– John Dewey, educator, philosopher, UVM Class of 1879

• RESPECT

• Listen, encourage, and care about each other. 

• INTEGRITY

• Fairness, straightforward conduct, adherence to facts, and sincerity. 

Honest and ethical in all responsibilities entrusted to us. 

• INNOVATION

• Be at the forefront of change, learn from successes and 

mistakes and continue to grow.

• OPENNESS

• Collaboration and participation of full community.

• JUSTICE

• Unified rejection of all forms of injustice.

• RESPONSIBILITY

• Personal and collective responsibility for our 

words and deeds. 



Academic Integrity

• What does academic 

integrity mean to you? 

Show Up

Be 
Kind

Ask



Academic Support Services

• FirstGen@UVM

• Undergraduate Writing Center

• Tutoring Center

• Advising & Student Services

• UVM Howe Library

• Student Accessibility Services

• Student Athlete Academic Support

• Technology Support

• Office of International Education

• Career Center & RSENR Career Support

• Navigate

• …and many more!!

https://www.uvm.edu/academicsuccess/firstgenuvm
https://www.uvm.edu/undergradwriting
http://www.uvm.edu/academicsuccess/tutoring_center
https://www.uvm.edu/rsenr/student_services
https://library.uvm.edu/
http://www.uvm.edu/academicsuccess/student_accessibility_services
http://uvmathletics.com/sports/2011/9/20/SAD_0920110830.aspx
https://www.uvm.edu/it/kb/student-technology-resources/
https://www.uvm.edu/oie
https://www.uvm.edu/career
https://www.uvm.edu/rsenr/career_development
https://www.uvm.edu/registrar/eab-navigate


Wellness Services

• UVM Center for Health & 

Wellbeing
• Primary Care

• Allergy Clinic

• Nutrition Services

• Counseling & Psychiatry 

Services (CAPS)

• Living Well

• Mindfulness

https://www.uvm.edu/health/SHS
https://www.uvm.edu/health/allergy-clinic
https://www.uvm.edu/health/nutrition-services
https://www.uvm.edu/health/CAPS
https://www.uvm.edu/health/CAPS
https://www.uvm.edu/health/livingwell
https://www.uvm.edu/health/mindfulness


UVM Identity-Based Centers

• Mosaic Center for Students of Color (MCSC)

• Women and Gender Equity Center (WAGE)

• Interfaith Center

• Prism Center 

• Veterans Services

https://www.uvm.edu/mcsc
https://www.uvm.edu/womenscenter
http://uvm.edu/interfaithcenter
http://www.uvm.edu/prism
https://www.uvm.edu/veterans


Extracurricular Involvement

How will 
you get 

involved?

See a list of all UVM Student Clubs & Organizations here!

https://www.uvm.edu/sga/clubs-orgs


Rubenstein Student Services Team

Assistant Dean for 

Student Services
Director of Student Success 

& Experiential Learning

Recruitment & 

Retention Coordinator

Experiential & Community-

Based Learning Coordinator

Student Services 

Administrative Assistant

Professional 

Academic Advisor

Senior Professional 

Academic Advisor

Professional 

Academic Advisor

Professional 

Academic Advisor

Marie Vea Anna Smiles-Becker Akol Aguek Meghan Young Hannah Kershaw

Jessica Cole Emily LeForce Cathy Shiga-Gattullo Brittany Claussen



Registration Advising

•  Schedule your course registration appointment!

•  An email was sent to your UVM email asking you to sign up for a 

Course Registration Group Advising session – please do that ASAP!

•  Your Fall Schedule

•  You have already been enrolled in courses for the Fall – this schedule 

is based on course requirements for your major program and is a draft 

that can be finalized and/or adjusted during your advising meeting or 

later this summer.

•  All Rubenstein Students take core curriculum courses in their first 

semester:

•   NR 1010: Natural History & Human Ecology 1 (4-credit lab-based course)

•   NR 1050: Critical Reflection & Dialogue (1-credit discussion-based course)



Registration  Advising
•  Important Notes:

•  Most classes are MWF or TR 

•  Credit hours typically equal the amount of time spent 

in class per week (ex. 3 credits = 3 hours of class; 1 

credit = 1 hour of class, etc.)

•   This does NOT include study/homework hours…you’ll 

need to determine what works best for you for time 

management!

•  20 minutes are built in between classes, which is 

typically plenty of time to walk to your next class (even 

if it’s across campus!)

•  Full time student status is anywhere between 12-19 

credits. Our recommendation is to fall between 14-16 

credits if possible. 

•   120 credits are required to graduate, which averages 15 

credits per semester to graduate in 8 semesters/4 years



Get to know your 
professional advisor, 

professors, 
teaching assistants, and 

Rubenstein Student 
Services Staff!



Thank you!

Any 
thoughts or 
questions?  
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