
P R E V I O U S  D I S C U S S I O N  T H E M E S

After  over  a  year  o f  soc ia l  d i s tanc ing  and  pandem ic  p recaut i ons ,  we  had  bo th  the
cha l l enge  and  oppor tun i ty  to  ask ,  "How do  we  l i ve  i n  commun i ty  together? "  We
d i scussed  the  s i x  c iv i c  va lues  expressed  i n  UVM's  Our  Common  Ground  s ta tement
by  exp lo r i ng  a  d i f fe ren t  va lue  each  month .  We  re f l ec ted  upon  how we  unders tand
and  embody  these  co re  va lues  f rom  our  i nd iv idua l  re l i g i ous ,  ph i l o soph ica l ,  and
cu l tu ra l  pe r spec t ives ,  as  we l l  a s  the  g i f t s  and  cha l l enges  o f  be ing  par t  o f  a
p lu ra l i s t i c  commun i ty  where  no t  everyone  unders tands  o r  expresses  those  va lues
in  the  same  way .

2021 - 22

2018 - 19
Accord ing  to  Catho l i c  Monk  and  i n te r fa i th  l eader  B ro ther  S te ind l_Ras t ,  j oy  i s
" the  happ iness  tha t  does  no t  depend  upon  what  happens . "  Th i s  year  we  exp lo red
how we  unders tand  and  exper i ence  j oy  f rom  our  own  re l i g i ous  and/or
ph i l o soph ica l  pe r spec t ives  by  d i scuss i ng  the  qua l i t i e s  o f  m ind  and  hear t  tha t  can
be  s tepp ing  s tones  to  j oy .  The  s i x  qua l i t i e s  were  sugges ted  by  "The  Book  o f  Joy , "
wr i t ten  by  H i s  Ho l i ness  the  Da la i  Lama  and  Archb i shop  Desmond  Tu tu .

What  makes  human  be ings  mora l  how do  we  def i ne  what  i s  "good/bad"  and
" r igh t/wrong"  i n  da i l y  l i f e?  Sc ien t i s t s  con tend  there  a re  s i x  mora l  foundat i ons
inna te  to  a l l  human  be ings ,  bu t  how we  each  unders tand  and  express  them can
vary  s ign i f i can t l y .  We  focused  on  a  d i f fe ren t  foundat i on  each  month  and  i nv i ted
par t i c ipan t s  to  exp lo re  the  ques t i on  o f  mora l i t y  f rom  the i r  own  re l i g i ous  and/or
ph i l o soph ica l  pe r spec t ive .

2019 - 20

In  the  m ids t  o f  a  pandem ic ,  po l i t i ca l  d iv i s i on ,  and  rac ia l  v i o l ence ,  we  found
ourse lves  cha l l enged  anew to  exam ine  what  i t  means  to  l i ve  as  a  c iv i l  soc ie ty .
Th i s  year  we  exp lo red  how each  o f  us  unders tands  and  p r i o r i t i zes  f reedom f rom
our  own  re l i g i ous  and/or  ph i l o soph ica l  pe r spec t ive .  Each  month  we  d i scussed  one
of  the  f i ve  bas i c  f reedoms  found  i n  the  F i r s t  Amendment  to  the  U .S .  Cons t i t u t i on .

2020 - 21

Fa i th  l eader  and  ac t i v i s t  Va la r i e  Kaur  descr ibes  Revo lu t i onary  Love  as  a  cho ice  to
labor  on  beha l f  o f  o thers ,  ou r se lves ,  and  our  opponents  to  t rans fo rm  the  wor ld .  
 Th i s  year  we  exp lo red  f i ve  d i f fe ren t  p rac t i ces  o f  Revo lu t i onary  Love :  wonder ,
rage ,  b rea th ing ,  t rans fo rmat i on ,  and  j oy .  Together  we  re f l ec ted  upon  on  the
poss ib i l i t y  o f  unders tand ing  and  p rac t i c i ng  l ove  as  a  revo lu t i onary  ac t  f rom  our
var i ous  re l i g i ous  and  ph i l o soph ica l  pe r spec t ives .

2022 - 23

A month ly i n terfa i th
gather ing for the w ider

UVM commun i ty !

D I N N E R  &  
D I A L O G U E

https://www.uvm.edu/president/our-common-ground?Page=miscellaneous/commonground.html
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/29496453-the-book-of-joy
https://moralfoundations.org/
https://www.freedomforum.org/
https://www.uvm.edu/president/our-common-ground?Page=miscellaneous/commonground.html

