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Susan Brody Hasazi, Professor Emerita of Education in the College of Education and 
Social Services (CESS), passed away peacefully on Tuesday, May 14, 2019 after a 
long and dignified battle with a degenerative brain disease.  
 
An internationally known scholar in the field of special education, Susan began her 
career as a special education teacher, an experience that shaped the rest of her 
professional life. She earned her B.Ed. in special education from the University of 
Miami in 1968, her M.Ed. from the University of Vermont in 1972, and her Ed.D. 
from Boston University in 1978. Susan joined the CESS faculty as a Lecturer in 1976 
and was appointed as an Assistant Professor in 1979. In 1982, she served as a 
Kennedy Fellow in the U.S. Senate, where she helped shape the reauthorization of 
the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act and the Vocational Rehabilitation Act. 
She was named University Scholar in 1996, and was the recipient of numerous 
prestigious awards throughout her career, including the Joseph P. Kennedy Jr. 
Foundation International Award for her scholarship and advocacy. At the time of 
her retirement in 2010, Susan served as the Stafford Distinguished Professor of 
Leadership and Special Education and director of the doctoral program in 
Educational Leadership and Policy Studies, and was awarded an Honorary Doctor of 
Letters degree from the University of Vermont. 
 
Susan’s scholarship and advocacy efforts were dedicated to ensuring successful 
school to adult life transitions for high school students with disabilities, supporting 
family members in advocating and leading on behalf of their children with 
disabilities, preparing future special educators and leaders in inclusive schools, and 
ensuring that our adult work forces were equipped to support the life course 
transitions of young and older adults with disabilities. Her career was distinguished 
by her success in bringing millions of dollars in grant funding and private donations 
to UVM, her contributions to key federal and state legislation, and signature 
publications, many of which are still referenced today.  
 
In addition to her exceptional impact, Susan will be remembered for her engaging 
teaching style, sage advice and encouragement of master’s and doctoral students 
through their theses and dissertation work, and leadership and mentoring of faculty, 
both within and outside of our college. She was a beloved wife, mother, cousin, 
friend, and colleague who moved through the world with great strength, dignity, and 
grace. Her deep desire to open doors for others and her commitment to creating 
more caring and just communities live on in our hearts and minds. 
 


