Research, Scholarship & the Creative Arts Committee
November 11, 2021
12:30-2:00
Microsoft Teams

Present:

Mildred Beltre (CAS, Fine Arts Rep), Brandon Bensel (Postdoctoral Association),
Vicki Brennan (CAS), Mary Cushman (LCOM), Evan Eyler (Faculty Senate Vice
President), Rachelle Gould (RSENR), Jennifer Hurley (CESS), Dimitry
Krementsov (CNHS), Christie Silkotch (LIB), Daniel Weiss (LCOM), Sarah
Wood (SGA), Chun Zhang (GSB)

Absent:

Raju Badireddy (CEMS), Thomas Borchert (FS President), Pending (GSS), Jill
Preston (CALS), Jonah Steinberg (CAS)

Guests:

Melanie Locher, Theodore Marcy, Matthew Price, Donna Silver

Co-Chair Cushman called the meeting to order at 12:30 pm via Microsoft Teams.
1. Approval of the Minutes. The minutes of October 2021 were approved as written.
2. Chairs Update.
o

The final report of the Academic Reorganizing working group will be
presented at the November Faculty Senate Meeting. It is encouraged for
members of the RSCA to attend or watch the meeting. The meeting will be
on Teams on November 15th at 4:00pm.

o Mary thanked the committee for all the volunteers that have helped
represent the RSCA on other university committees.

3. Libraries Budget Update, Bryn Geffert. This is a follow up conversation from the
presentation that Dean Geffert did at the October RSCA meeting. Dean Geffert stated that

this is an opportunity for the Libraries to set their priorities. Once the priorities are set it
allows to form budgets around these priorities.
Dean Geffert reviewed the Libraries Strategic Priorities and Strategic Initiatives draft
proposal. The proposal is not yet ready for distribution to the general population. The RSCA
gave feedback in these are
•
•
•
•
•

Teaching and learning
Investigation & Discovery
Engagement and Community
Sustainable Information Ecosystems
Organizational Excellence

The RSCA is asked to send all feedback to the Faulty Senate Office to be collected and sent
to Dean Geffert.

4. IRB Discussion, Vicki & Rachelle. The RSCA was joined by Mathew Price, Donna Silver,
Theodore Marcy and Melanie Locher to discuss how to create better relationships and
engagement with the IRB.

For a complete recording of the discussion, you can contact the Faculty Senate Office at
Facsen@uvm.edu. The committee would like to work on communication between faculty
and the IRB. Ongoing discussions with the IRB will helpful and each member of the RSCA
should bring this information back to their units. The committee would also like to see a
more public forums on this topic. The IRB is willing to present at any unit that requests it

based on the individual units needs. They will continue to work on ways to promote
communication with faculty.
5. Old or New Business. There was none at this time.
6. Adjourn. The meeting adjourned at 2:00 pm.

*Sabbatical
The next meeting of the RSCA will take place on Thursday, December 16th at 12:30 on
Microsoft Teams.

