
 
 

Research, Scholarship & The Creative Arts 
May 14, 2020 

Microsoft Teams 
12:30-2:00pm 

 
Agenda 

 
1. Approval of the April Minutes 

 
2. 2020 / 2021 committee 

 
3. Faculty Senate Update around the pandemic, Thomas Chittenden 

 
4. 2020 / 2021 committee goals. 

• Enhanced VPR relationship 
• Interdisciplinary Collaboration  
• Libraries - Elsevier 
• Academic Freedom (I’d like to get a volunteer to lead this relatively small task) 

The most recently negotiated collective bargaining agreement (CBA) between 
UVM and United Academics (UA) has an article seeking a social media / 
electronic media review of the university statement on academic freedom 
processed through ‘the normal protocols of the faculty senate’. 

• FOUR  
• Grad College 
• Post Doc Association and Post Doc issue 
• Student Research 
• Pandemic Planning 
• Open Discussion of members’ additional ideas 

 

5. New / Old Business 
 

CHARGE OF THE RSCA 

This committee is responsible for matters relating to research activities, scholarly work, and creative and 
performing arts carried out at the University, including graduate education and items referred to in Sections 1.1c, 
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1.2b, 1.2g, and 1.2k in the Faculty Senate bylaws.  The RSCA reviews, recommends, and participates in the 
formulation of policy with respect to resources related to these activities, including physical facilities and allocation 
of appurtenant space, library resources and resources for graduate programs, and makes recommendations to 
assure effective use of these resources. The RSCA serves as liaison between the Senate and the administration on 
such matters as, but not limited to: the broad role of the University in advancing knowledge through research, 
scholarship, and the performing arts; external and internal support for encouraging these activities, including 
graduate and undergraduate research; intellectual property, and technology transfer; ethical issues and issues 
affecting the academic environment as these arise in research or scholarly work. The RSCA consults frequently with 
other University and collegiate committees that are charged to initiate, maintain, and monitor institutional support 
programs for research, scholarship, the creative arts, and graduate education, as well as maintains close liaison 
with appropriate administrative offices in its areas of responsibility 


