
 

BACKGROUND MATERIALS REGARDING THE EFFECTS OF MILITARY AIRCRAFT BASED AT BTV ON THE 
RECRUITMENT AND RETENTION OF FACULTY AND STUDENTS 

The original proposed statement (followed by a revised statement below) 
 
“The University of Vermont Faculty Senate votes to endorse the following statement by 
Meaghan Emery.  
 
“We, the Members of the University of Vermont Faculty Senate, share the concerns surrounding 
the basing of the F-35 at Burlington International Airport and support the goal to protect the 
public health and welfare of the residents of Burlington and neighboring communities. In 
anticipation of the arrival of more F-35 jets, we agree that the basing of the F-35 is contrary to 
that primary goal due to the noise alone, which will expose over 2,600 households and over 
6,100 people in Burlington, South Burlington, Williston, and primarily Winooski to unlivable 
conditions, including negative impacts on their health and real estate investments. Furthermore, 
the fact that these planes are relatively untested, the crash risk is higher than it was with the F-
16s. Additionally, the F-35's inclusion in the United States Nuclear Posture Review as a first-
strike tactical nuclear bomber automatically makes the base, and therefore our region, a target 
for our nation's enemies, which places our community at risk. Finally, we agree that the basing 
of the F-35 is a source of concern for faculty as well as students since it affects their living and 
working conditions. We will specifically address the following concerns with the University 
President and Provost: 
 
“- impact on housing for faculty, many of whom live in the noise zone 
- impact on off-campus housing for students, many of whom live in the noise zone 
- impact on recruitment of faculty and students 
- overall impact on the communities in the Burlington area since this basing inordinately impacts 

the working class (people of low income) and minorities.” 

 

Revised statement, prepared in response to Senators’ comments. 

“We, the Members of the University of Vermont Faculty Senate, are concerned by the local 
area’s acute housing crisis and its effect on faculty and student recruitment and retention. Of 
particular concern is the potential loss of over 2,600 more housing units in South Burlington and 
Winooski due to military aircraft noise following the arrival of twenty F35 Joint Strike Fighters at 
the Burlington International Airport.1 Federal guidelines indicate that the location of these homes 

                                                           
1 See the 2015/2020 Noise Exposure Map and report: “Burlington International Airport 14 CFR Part 150 Update,” 

December 2015, https://www.btv.aero/documents/BTV_FINAL_NEM_Report_20151221_web.pdf. 
p. 26 (actual page number) lists the compatible and non-compatible land uses. Residences and schools in 
Burlington, Colchester (Saint Michael's), South Burlington, and Winooski currently fall in zones of > 65 DNL, an area 
that is expanded with the basing of the F-35s. The FAA’s home acquisition program uses 65 DNL (a 24-hour 
average) as the threshold. 
p. 47 of the .pdf shows a map of the existing conditions as of December 2015. 
p. 49 of the .pdf shows a map of the forecast conditions in 2020 (with 20 F-35s based at the Airport: 18 will be in 
flight regularly, and the remaining 2 are back-up aircraft). These maps are followed by close-up detailed maps. 
pp. 53-59 (actual page numbers) give more explanation of the compatibility of the land uses with the existing and 
forecast conditions. Pages 54-55 shows the areas effected in South Burlington and Winooski, and page 59 
especially shows the progression of the noise contour into residential areas. 
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surrounding the Vermont Air National Guard base is “incompatible” with residential use due to 
negative health impacts caused by the basing.2 
 
“We are concerned that the F35 Joint Strike Fighter is a relatively untested aircraft with only 
200,000 flight hours, as compared to the 1,000,000 flight hours the F16, its predecessor, had 
prior to being based here.3 A crash would release toxic particulates into the air over a 10- to 40-
mile radius.4 Furthermore, the F35 Joint Strike Fighter appears in the United States Nuclear 
Posture Review (a public document available to anyone online) as one leg of the nation’s 
nuclear defense triad.5 This was not the case for the F16, and this change exposes our region 
to hostile attack and places our community at risk in an age of international nuclear 
rearmament. 
 
“Regarding the effects on housing, state and federal planning authorities specify 5% as an 
optimal vacancy rate. In spite of an increase to 3 and 3.3% in 2015 and 2016 respectively, the 
vacancy rate in Chittenden County again dropped below 2% to 1.8% in 2017, which has put an 
upward pressure on housing prices and rental rates.6 Between 2000 and 2010, the median price 
of homes rose 70 percent in Chittenden County.7 Some faculty members pay more than 30% on 
housing, which is unaffordable according to state and federal guidelines.8 Other faculty 
members have reported the need to apply for Section 8 housing. 
 
“The University added 304 student beds (391 demolished and 695 added) in 2017 and 
continues to seek housing solutions for its student body. However, individual students have 
communicated to faculty members their concerns over the increasing cost of housing, leading to 
food insecurity for some, which is particularly alarming. 

                                                           
2 See pp.C-12-13, C-15, C-19-21, C-23-30, Appendices, “Final United States Air Force F35A Operational Basing 
Environmental Impact Statement,” vol. 2, September 2013, 
https://www.dropbox.com/s/ss58yaukvszp43q/Final%20EIS%20volume%20II%20appendix%20C.pdf?dl=0&m=.  
For more information on the F35A noise profile, see pp. BR4-23 in vol.1, included in these excerpted pages: 
https://www.dropbox.com/s/9iyjl9pcalkoyui/Vol_I%20highlighted%20noise%201%205%20154%20195%20201%20
202%20204%20205%20241%20253%20255.pdf?dl=0. 
3 “F-35 Enterprise Delivers 400th F-35 and Fleet Surpasses 200,000 Flight Hours,” F-35 Lightning II, Lockheed Martin, 
3 June 2019, https://www.f35.com/news/detail/f-35-enterprise-delivers-400th-f-35-and-fleet-surpasses-200000-
flight-hours. Jess Aloe, “F-35 in Vermont: Safety Record Includes One Crash, Several Fires and Oxygen Deprivation,” 
Burlington Free Press, 30 October 2018, https://www.burlingtonfreepress.com/story/news/2018/10/29/f-35-
vermont-safety-record-burlington-air-national-guard/1675494002/. 
4 The F35’s composite make-up is estimated to be more than 40 percent compared to 3 percent for the F16s. See 
Jasper Craven, “Problems have plagued the F-35 for many years,” VTDigger, 28 February 2018, 
https://vtdigger.org/2018/02/28/problems-plagued-f-35-since-proposed-20-years-ago/. 
5 See pp. II, IX-XI, 8, 50, “Nuclear Posture Review,” United States Department of Defense, January 2018, 
https://media.defense.gov/2018/Feb/02/2001872886/-1/-1/1/2018-NUCLEAR-POSTURE-REVIEW-FINAL-
REPORT.PDF. 
6 Due to military aircraft noise, nearly 100 homes were demolished in South Burlington in 2017. See: “Building 
Homes Together Campaign Releases Results of First Two Years,” Champlain Housing Trust, 10 October 2018, 
http://www.getahome.org/news/tag/single_family_homes/. Approximately 200 South Burlington homes have 
been demolished since the mid-1990s due to noise produced by the F-16s. 
7 “Chittenden County Housing Needs Assessment (2012),” Chittenden County Regional Planning Commission, 25 
January 2012, https://www.ccrpcvt.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/ECOS-Housing-Analysis-Report-2012.pdf, 
p.38. 
8 Idem., p.22. See also: “Housing,” Chittenden County RPC, 2019, https://www.ccrpcvt.org/our-work/economic-
development/housing/. 
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“Without adequate housing in proximity to the University, potential faculty hires (particularly in 
lower paid positions or fields) may be disinclined to accept an offer of employment. Others will 
be forced to live at a distance, making their participation in university affairs difficult, which 
represents a loss to shared governance, in addition to the environmental effects of longer, often 
individual motorized vehicular commutes. 
 
“Without adequate housing in the economic center of the state, our graduates may not be 
inclined to stay in the area. 
 
“The loss of new skilled recruits, of new entrepreneurial ideas and businesses, and of new 
young families represents a considerable loss to our state’s economy, which has a direct impact 
on the University’s budget. 
 
“We call on President Garimella and Provost Prelock to meet with faculty and student leaders in 
order to address the housing shortage, our health and economic concerns, and overall the 
University's reputation, including but not limited to the effects of the F35 basing decision, 
through appropriate means, focusing specifically on: 
 
“- the effect on housing for faculty, many of whom live in the noise zone 
- the effect on off-campus housing for students, many of whom live in the noise zone 
- the effect on recruitment of faculty and students due to the unaffordability or unavailability of 
housing 
- the overall effect on the communities in the Burlington area since the F35 basing inordinately 

impacts the working class (people of low income) and minorities.” 

 
 
Relevant clauses from the Faculty Senate Bylaws: 
  

Section 1. Authority 

1.2 To review, to recommend, and to participate in the formulation of policy with regard to: 
a. Institutional priorities. 
  
1.6 To provide the means by which any matters of interest to the faculty or pertaining to the 
University and its purposes may be discussed and acted upon. 
 

 

N.B. Senators may act to revise the statement, remove clauses, or add clauses. 


