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1. Design Criteria: 

a. The primary concerns with gypsum wallboard partitions are:  
i. Resistance to abuse  

ii. Moisture and mold resistance 
iii. Sound attenuation rating 
iv. Appearance – design professional shall review the specified levels of 

finish with the UVM project manager for approval. 
v. Fire rating where it applies 

b. Sound attenuation: The Design Professional shall assess and determine the 
appropriate sound attenuation levels to be provided by specific partitions.  

i. For educational spaces, the proposed partition and ceiling types shall 
conform to the recommendations of the ANSI/ASA S12.60 Part 1 for both 
STC and IIC ratings. 

ii. The Design Professional shall provide, as part of the Design Development 
submission, a graphic description of the proposed STC and other relevant 
acoustical ratings of each partition for review by UVM.  

iii. See attachment table 4 for recommended ratings of partitions between 
educational spaces and other rooms. (ANSI/ASA S12.60 Part 1) 

iv. Follow recommendations for joint and penetration sealing for sound-
rated partitions in ANSI/ASA S12.60 Part 1. 

c. Gypsum board products, joint materials, and other accessories are to be 
asbestos free. 

 
2. Reference Standards:  

a. ANSI/ASA S12.60 Part 1: “Acoustical Performance Criteria, Design Requirements, 
and Guidelines for Schools, Part 1: Permanent Schools “ 

i. Note that there may be other ANSI standards to conform to depending 
on the occupancy of the facility. 

 
3. Submittals to be reviewed by University: 

a. All manufacturer’s product data 
b. Warranty information 
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4. Products, Materials & Equipment: 
a. Minimum single-layer wall board thickness: 5/8” 

i. Thinner board may be used when part of a multi-layer assembly for fire 
or sound attenuation properties. 

b. Use abuse resistant wallboard in areas subject to higher amounts of damage.  
Review potential areas with UVM project manager to determine where this type 
of wallboard is necessary. 

c. Use moisture resistant wallboard in areas where excessive water is expected to 
deteriorate wallboard finishes.  Review potential areas with UVM project 
manager to determine where this type of wallboard is necessary. 

i. Moisture resistant wallboard shall inhibit all mold growth as measured by 
ASTM D3273 (Level 10). 

ii. Use cement backer board where wall finish is tile. 
  

5. Installation, Fabrication, and Construction: 
a. Where floors are expected to be flooded with water as part of normal use, 

cleaning or emergencies, studs and gypsum finishes shall be raised above floor 
level on a waterproof curb.  

i. Curb construction shall be covered with waterproof finishes such as tile 
or sheet flooring approved for use in wet locations by the manufacturer. 

ii. Height of curb shall be designed to keep wallboard dry when water is 
present on the floor/curb. 

b. Provide solid blocking in walls for all wall mounted accessories, equipment, etc.  
 

6. Warranties:  
a. Manufacturer’s standard warranty for wallboard and accessories 
b. Installer’s standard 1 year warranty for installation of wallboard and accessories. 

 
7. Attachments: 

a. ANSI/ASA S12.60 Part 1: Table 4 - STC ratings for separation of educational 
spaces from adjacent rooms 
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