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Research and Professional Experience

2017-Present Postdoctoral Associate, University of Vermont
Mentor: Dr. Melissa Pespeni

2012-2017 Graduate Student Researcher, University of California, Davis
Mentor: Dr. Andrew Whitehead

2010-2012 Graduate Student Researcher, Louisiana State University
Mentor: Dr. Andrew Whitehead

2007 Research Assistant, University of Cincinnati
Mentor: Dr. Ken Greis

Education

2017 Ph.D., Ecology, University of California, Davis
Advisor: Andrew Whitehead; Committee: Nann A. Fangue, Michael R. Miller
Dissertation: The genomic and physiological basis of adaptive divergence between
populations of the killifish Fundulus heteroclitus
Affiliate Member: Center for Population Biology

2009 B.S, University of Dayton
Biology Major, Chemistry Minor
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Underlined names indicate undergraduate mentee.
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Grants and Awards

2017 Michael Guyer Postdoctoral Fellowship, University of Wisconsin-Madison
Declined in order to accept postdoc at UVM
2017 AAAS Science Policy Workshop, Washington, DC. UC Davis selected representative.
2016 National Science Foundation Doctoral Dissertation Improvement Grant ($18,040)
2016 Henry A. Jastro Research Fellowship, UC Davis Graduate Group in Ecology ($2,100)
2015 UC Davis Graduate Group in Ecology Fellowship (Tuition and salary, 1 quarter)
2015 Henry A. Jastro Research Fellowship, UC Davis Center for Population Biology ($1,600)
2014 Daphne and Ted Pengelley Award in Evolutionary Biology, UC Davis Center for
Population Biology ($1,500)
2014 Henry A. Jastro Research Fellowship, UC Davis Graduate Group in Ecology ($1,388)
2014 UC Davis Graduate Group in Ecology Fellowship (Tuition and salary, 1 quarter)
2013 Henry A. Jastro Research Fellowship, UC Davis Graduate Group in Ecology ($1,882)
2013 George Maier Foundation Grant ($1,000)
2010 Economic Development Assistantship, Louisiana State University ($100,000)
2011 Louisiana State University Biology Graduate Student Association Grant ($300)
2009 John J. Comer Ecological Undergraduate Research Award, University of Dayton

Seminars and Presentations

Invited Seminars:

2019 Smithsonian Environmental Research Center.

2019 University of Maryland, Behavior, Ecology, Evolution, and Systematics Seminar.
2019 University of Maryland, Department of Entomology.

2017 University of Vermont, Department of Biology.

2017 National Institutes of Health, Human Genome Research Institute.



Contributed
2019
2018
2017
2016
2014

2013

Society for the Study of Evolution. Providence, RI.

University of Vermont, Ecology, Evolution, and Environment Biology Seminar.

University of Vermont, Biolunch Seminar Series.

Society for the Study of Evolution, Austin, TX.

American Physiological Society Comparative Approaches to Grand Challenges in Physiology.
San Diego, CA.

University of California Davis, Center for Population Biology Seminar Series.

Teaching Experience

2020

2015-2016

2013-2015

2015

2013-2014

2012, 2014

2013

Guest Lecturer

Epigenetics analysis and interpretation, Ecological Genomics, University of Vermont
Teaching Assistant

Comparative Genomics BIS181, Department of Microbiology and Molecular Genetics,
University of California-Davis

Teaching Assistant

Genetics and Society, Department of Science and Society, University of California-Davis
Lead Teaching Assistant

Introductory Biology BIS2A, Department of Ecology and Evolution, University of California-
Davis

Guest Lecturer

Conservation Genetics, Genetics and Society, Dept. of Science and Society, University of
California-Davis

Teaching Assistant

Introductory Biology BIS2B, Dept. of Ecology and Evolution, University of California-Davis
Teaching Assistant

Introductory Biology BIS2A, Dept. of Ecology and Evolution, University of California-Davis

Professional Society Memberships

Society for the Study of Evolution
American Physiological Society

Professional Service

Journal Reviews: BMC Genomics, Conservation Physiology, Evolution, Evolutionary Applications, Frontiers

2016-Present
2014
2015

Marine Science, Genome Biology and Evolution, Heredity, Journal of Fish Biology, Molecular
Biology and Evolution, Molecular Ecology, Molecular Ecology Resources, Physiological and
Biochemical Zoology, Royal Society Open Science

Contributing writer, The Molecular Ecologist Blog

Student Representative: Ecology Graduate Group Admission Committee

Organizational Committee, UC Davis Center for Population Biology Workshop: Questions
and methods in ecological genetics



Mentoring and Public Outreach

2012-2017

2015-2016

2013-2014

UC Davis picnic day: outreach event to build connection between the university and

the surrounding community

Graduate Academic Achievement and Advocacy Program

Mentor program to support underrepresented undergraduate students interested

in attending graduate school

EnvironMentors: Mentoring program for underrepresented high school students. Focused
on exposing students to environmental science.

Research Mentor

2017

2015-2017

2015-2017

2012-2014

2012-2014

2010-2012

References

Rachael Sniderman, University of California-Davis

Genomics of adaptive introgression between species of Kkillifish

Currently: Undergraduate at UC Davis

Angeliki Ioannidis, University of California-Davis

Genetic divergence between ecologically isolated populations of killifish
Currently: PhD student at UCLA

Man Van La, University of California-Davis

Morphological divergence following the colonization of a freshwater habitat
Currently: Masters student at UC Davis

Michelle Tse, University of California-Davis

Environmentally dependent swimming performance in populations of killifish
Ruth Hwang, University of California-Davis

Environmentally dependent swimming performance in populations of killifish
Currently: Masters student at UCLA

Walter Guillory, Louisiana State University

Reproductive isolation between locally adapted populations of killifish.
Currently: Medical student at LSU
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Dr. Andrew Whitehead

Department of Environment Toxicology
University of California-Davis
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530-754-8982


mailto:awhitehead@ucdavis.edu
mailto:pschulte@zoology.ubc.ca
mailto:mpespeni@uvm.edu

