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This presentation examines a 

century of planning history in 

the city of Halifax, Nova Sco-

tia. Focusing on a series of 

planning initiatives that 

sought to protect or improve 

human life, is shows how 

planning's conception of the 

human being relied on par-

ticular distinctions between 

the normative and the 

pathological, and how Black 

life – and, thus, Halifax's 

longstanding Black popula-

tion – was continually placed 

outside planning's vision of 

human flourishing. 


