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VTeen  
Science Explorations 

 Sustaining Forests in An Uncertain Future  

Wednesday, May 19, 2021, 3:30-4:45 pm 
Open to all youth entering grades 7-12 in VT and across the country! 
Register@ www.uvm.edu/extension/youth/announcements 
“Like” us @www.facebook.com/VTeen4HScienceCafe 

Our home state of Vermont, or the Green Mountain State, is so named because 
of its large forested area. Our forests filter water, serve as a home to numerous 
wildlife species, provide residents with forest products (firewood, building 
materials, and maple syrup to name a few!), and drive Vermont’s tourism and 
recreation industries. While we may take for granted the sea of green that 
surrounds us, its health and persistence are not guaranteed into the 
future.  Global change, expressed as changing temperatures, precipitation 
regimes, and weather patterns, threatens the health and function of the forests 
in Vermont and around the world. Humans have lived and worked in forests for 
many thousands of years. Tune into this science café to learn about how people 

interact with forests, and how management can help forests remain resilient in the face of climate change.  
 
 

ABOUT OUR SPEAKER 
Jess Wikle is PhD student at UVM in the Silviculture and Applied Forest Ecology Lab. She earned her 
Master’s of Forest Science from the Forest School at the Yale School of the Environment in 2018. Prior to 
attending graduate school, she worked as a forester, managing forest land for municipal water departments 
and private landowners. She has also led youth conservation crews, worked in landscaping/gardening, 
ecological restoration, and land conservation outreach. Jess also has a B.S. in Forestry from UNH, and an A.A. 
from Bard Early College at Simon’s Rock.  
 

What is a Virtual Teen Science Café? It is a free, fun way for teens to explore science, engineering and 
technology with local scientists, engineers and technology experts. Teens will “meet a scientist”, learn about 
their work, and be able to participate in informal discussions.  

  
Questions? Contact lauren.traister@uvm.edu 

 
    To request a disability-related accommodation to participate in this program,  

please contact the 4-H Office at 802-888-4972 or lauren.traister@uvm.edu  
by April 28, 2021 so we may assist you. 

 

 


