VTeen 4-H
Science Pathways Cafes
Microplastics! A Look at Plastics in Compost and Agricultural Soil
Tuesday, September 27, 2022, 7:00-8:00 pm
Open to all youth entering grades 7-12 in VT and across the country!
Register by 9/27 @ 12 noon to receive the Zoom link
@ www.uvm.edu/extension/youth/announcements

Have you heard of microplastics? They are tiny plastic particles that
are generated as plastic degrades through a variety of processes. Much
of the approximate 8.3 billion tons of plastic produced since 1950 still
persists in our global environments today, but little attention is paid to
plastics in our soil and compost. This is because the majority of plastic
contamination research has been focused on aquatic environments. In
this cafe, you will learn about how plastics may enter our compost
and agricultural soils and what this might mean for soil health. We will
also touch on the scientific method limitations to microplastic-related
research and opportunities for both advancing research in this field and
preventing microplastic contamination in the first place.
ABOUT OUR SPEAKER
Sarah Hobson (she/they) is a graduate student at the University of Vermont in the field of natural
resources with a focus on organics recycling. They graduated from the University of Oklahoma with a
B.A. in both environmental engineering and international environmental studies, respectively. They
are passionate about food recovery, circular economies, international living communities, and
solutions to the climate crisis.
What is a Virtual Teen Science Café? It is a free, fun way for teens to explore science, engineering
and technology with local scientists, engineers and technology experts. Teens will “meet a scientist”,
learn about their work, and be able to participate in informal discussions.

Questions? Contact lauren.traister@uvm.edu
To request a disability-related accommodation to participate in this program,
please contact the 4-H Office at 802-888-4972 or lauren.traister@uvm.edu
by September 2, 2022 so we may assist you.

www.uvm.edu/extension/youth
Issued in furtherance of Cooperative Extension work, Acts of May 8 and June 30, 1914, in cooperation with the United States Department of Agriculture. University of Vermont Extension, Burlington, Vermont. University of Vermont
Extension, and U.S. Department of Agriculture, cooperating, offer education and employment to everyone without regard to race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or
familial status. Any reference to commercial products, trade names, or brand names is for information only, and no endorsement or approval is intended.

