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Soills and Dirt

u What is soil?

Soil is the medium for growing plants

u What is dirt?

Dirt is what you drag in on your shoes
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Outer surface of the earth

J Natural medium for the growth of plants
] Source of macro nutrients
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Why are the big three important:
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Figure 2. Pathways of carbon (C) and nitrogen (N) cycle in a dairy production
system. Our project measured enteric CH, emission from the cows (study 1), and
CH,, N,O and CO, during manure storage (study 2) and after manure field
application (study 3). Emission from the whole-farm will be assessed in a partial

Life Cycle analysis (pLCA, study 4).
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Phosphorus (P)

Plants need Phosphorus for cell
division and enlargement (growth)

Phosphorus is a key part of plants being
able to convert sun into energy

Phosphorus is important in the role of
how plants store energy and transfer
Phosphorus is found in plant DNA and
RNA
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Basic types of soils

u  Sand
u  Loam
u  Clay

u  What are favorable characteristics of each of the above

u  What are possible undesirable characteristics of the
above

u  Think about what types of plants you want to grow and
how each type of soil might impact their growth




