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Jess Colby, Riparian Lands & Forestry Projects Outreach          

Coordinator, NorthWoods Stewardship Center 

Itõs early June. A deep morning fog blankets the Connecticut Riv-

er and rain pelts the ground as the Riparian Lands crew and I 

arrive at one of our field sites in Maidstone, Vermont on the 

hunt for silver maple seeds. Normally when we are out collecting 

seed, the team is loaded down with numerous 5-gallon buckets, 

ladders, loppers, pruning tools, and a pole saw. Today, however, 

requires something extra: three Vermont Fish and Wildlife em-

ployees and their Jon-boat. My crew and I have scouted out this 

location over the past few days, testing different methods for 

how to collect the silver mapleõs samaras most efficiently.  

Read more about this project on pages 4-6! 
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October 18th marked the 50th Anniversary of the Clean 

Water Act. The Act was implemented in 1972, and trans-

formed how water pollution is addressed across the 

country. This landmark legislation has formed the bed-

rock of our 

nation's water 

protection 

policy for the 

past 50 years, 

and will con-

tinue to guide 

our clean wa-

ter policies 

going forward. 

  

VNRC is cele-

brating the 

50 th anniver-

sary with a 

series of events linked to our Clean Water campaign, 

including participating on a panel for the screening of 

the local film òNo Other Lakeó at the Essex theater, a 

presentation at the Association of Vermont Conservation 

Commissions this weekend titles òIntact Freshwater Sys-

tems Build Climate Resilienceó, and finally a Clean Wa-

ter Policy webinar that will review how the CWA has 

worked to clean up 

waters in Vermont, 

highlight key actions 

taken over the last 

50 years under the 

Clean Water Act to 

protect water quality, 

discuss where the 

implementation of 

the Clean Water Act 

has fallen short and 

what we need to do 

fulfill the stated goal 

of the Clean Water 

Act to restore, maintain and enhance the quality of all of 

our waters.  VNRC invites you to join us for any and all of 

these events.  Learn more at VNRC.org. É  
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A NOTE FROM THE COORDINATOR ON CHANGES AT THE WATERSHED 

FORESTRY PARTNERSHIP 

At the end of this month, I will be resigning from my posi-

tion as the Watershed Forestry Partnershipõs first Coor-

dinator to move on to a new professional adventure. I 

started as the Coordinator of the WFP in late March 

2020, right as the pandemic shut everything down. I 

was tasked with building a brand new program at a mo-

ment when we were all learning how to transition all of 

our work online., and distracted by the global crisis be-

sides. It was daunting, but I was welcomed to the al-

ready-vibrant community of riparian restoration practi-

tioners with open arms. Thank you for sharing your 

knowledge and expertise with me, telling me about the 

challenges you face in your work and brainstorming so-

lutions I could facilitate, and participating enthusiastical-

ly in trainings, webinars, working groups, and our annual 

meeting. This community wouldnõtñand couldnõtñbe 

what it is without you. 

My position will be posted on the UVM jobs page in the 

next few weeks. If you or someone you know might be 

interested in applying, please keep an eye out for it, and 

feel free to reach out to me with any questions or 

thoughts. The WFP has had a great first couple of years, 

and I canõt wait to see where it goes next. Thank you for 

everything, and keep up your incredible work! É  

Alison Adams, Watershed Forestry Coord., Lake Champlain Sea Grant & UVM Extension 

CELEBRATING THE CLEAN WATER ACT WITH VNRC 

https://vnrc.org/
https://www.uvmjobs.com/postings/search


 

STATEWIDE WATER QUALITY EFFORTS ENHANCED THROUGH TREES FOR 

STREAMS, A NATURAL  

In April of 2022 the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service wel-

comed Lachlin Robertson to the Partners for Fish and 

Wildlife team. Lachlin joined our Essex Junction office 

after spending a year as a wildlife technician at Kofa 

National Wildlife Refuge in Arizona. Lachlin was an indis-

pensable member of our 

habitat team and 

helped to support cru-

cial stewardship and 

maintenance of many 

riparian restoration pro-

jects over the last 6 

months. You may have 

seen him hard at work 

in restoration areas, 

often wielding a string 

trimmer or a backpack 

sprayer to keep reed 

canary grass and bind-

weed away from our 

planted trees. Lachlin 

was able to visit 20 

sites to support 40 

acres of plantings in the summer of 2022, and also had 

the opportunity to meet many of our conservation part-

ners along the way. Some of Lachlinõs favorite memories 

from a season of Vermont field work include: 

 

òOne of my favorite days of the field season was when 

Katie and I accompanied Kiley Briggs from the Orianne 

Society on a wood turtle survey. Kiley found a wood tur-

tle within the first 10 minutes, which I named Miriam. 

Holding Miriam was a moment I'll never forget as she 

was the most stunning turtle I've ever seen. Her deep 

orange color and intricately patterned shell captivated 

me. Katie later found a very old, three-legged wood tur-

tle. Holding an animal who was thought to be three 

times my age was surreal. 

 

Surveying for blue-winged and golden-winged warblers 

with Mark LaBarr from the 

Audubon Center was an-

other peak memory for the 

season. I never had many 

work or study related bird 

experiences previously, so 

being with someone so 

passionate about the birds 

we were surveying gave 

me a whole other level of 

appreciation for them. See-

ing the golden-winged war-

blers perched on branches 

singing their songs and 

swooping through the air 

was truly a treat. 

 

Another memory that 

stands out was doing stem injection treatment on knot-

weed at a dam removal site. Seeing all the piles of knot-

weed that Katie and I treated made me really appreci-

ate the work we do in restoring riparian areas. I'm grate-

ful for the time I spent in the Partners for Fish and Wild-

life program and for the amazing coworkers that I had 

the pleasure of working with.ó 

 

Lachlin is departing in mid-October for New Jersey, 

where he will be working as a wildlife refuge specialist 

for Walkill River National Wildlife Refuge. Thank you, 

Lachlin! É 
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Katie Kain, Fish & Wildlife Biologist, US Fish & Wildlife Service 

Lachlin Robertson, US Fish & Wildlife Service 

A FAREWELL AND THANK-YOU TO USFWS EMPLOYEE LACHLIN ROBERTSON 

[ŀŎƘƭƛƴ ŀƴŘ aƛǊƛŀƳ ǘƘŜ ǿƻƻŘ ǘǳǊǘƭŜ ŀǘ ŀ ǊƛǇŀǊƛŀƴ 

ǊŜǎǘƻǊŀǝƻƴ ǎƛǘŜ 
























