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Overview of BMP Verification Program

BACKGROUND 
AND GOALS

SCOPE DEVELOPMENT RESULTS SUMMARY



Best 
Management 
Practice (BMP)

Verification 
Program 
Purpose & 
Goals

To verify state-funded projects exist 
and are properly operating

To provide accountability that practices 
meet phosphorus reduction rates

To educate DEC’s partners and expand 
partnerships

To increase confidence that state dollars 
are being spent effectively



Operation & Maintenance 
Plan and Agreement 

• Identifies responsible party for 
maintenance

• Outlines regular maintenance items 
and frequency of inspections

• Provides guidance to all parties



Project Types Eligible for Verification

Inspected by other programs

Agricultural Pollution Prevention

Dam Removal

Floodplain/Stream Restoration

River Corridor Easement

Wetland Restoration

Regulatory Stormwater and Road 

Projects 

Visited by CWIP

Stormwater

Buffer Plantings

Road Projects
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Site Visits

Plan

Verify

Upload 
Data

Analyze 
Data

Follow Up



From Database to Site Visits



Survey 123 Mobile Application



BMP Checklists

INLET

OUTLETBMP



Visual Indicators

EROSION SEDIMENT 
ACCUMULATION

TRASH 
AND 

NATURAL 
DEBRIS

STANDING 
WATER

VEGETATION







Results
2018 - 2020



BMP Types Verified



Average Scores by Stormwater BMP Type



Average Scores of Erosion Questions



Average Scores of Trash/Natural Debris Questions



Average Scores of Sediment Questions



Summary

1. O&M is essential part of clean water 
projects, especially stormwater

2. BMP site visit observations
• BMPs that were visited are in good 

shape
• Excess sedimentation can be fixed 

with more attention and education
• Erosion is less of an issue

3. Working to establish a network of O&M 
with our partners



Future of BMP Verification Program

Next Steps for CWIP

Finalizing protocols and user manual

More site visits in the field season

Develop training for more outside users 

Bigger Picture

Develop O&M manual for Vermont-
due end of 2020

Adapt program to requirements of   
Act 76



Thank you! Any questions?



Discussion 
Questions

What is the best way to roll 
out the O&M program?

Where are our blind spots?

Which entities 
would be most 
helpful to train first?

AmeriCorps?

Work crews?


