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άwƛǇŀǊƛŀƴέ 
Birds

Warbling Vireo

Veery Am. Woodcock

Belted KingfisherSwamp Sparrow Pileated Woodpecker Green HeronYellow Warbler

Sedge Wren Willow Flycatcher



Importance of Buffers
Food: 

Early seasonτnectar, pollen; Late seasonτberries, seeds 

insectsτ1.2 to 2 X more abundant flying insects in buffers than 
undisturbed shorelines (Whitaker et al. 1999) 

Terrestrial-aquatic energy link ςdiet, fitness, and reproductive 
success (Manning et al. 2021). 

Movement: 

Migration, wide-ranging species

Corridorsτhabitat connectivity of larger blocks

Breeding: Structure for riparian-preferring nesters 

Seed dispersal, pest control (Ortega-Álvarezet al. 2012)

Bio-indicators of healthy functioning ecosystems 
(Bryce and Hughes 2002; Omerodand Tyler 1993)

Monitoring/assessments of post-implementation 
outcomes (Gardaliand Holmes 2011; Bergeset al. 2010).

Importance of Birds



Restoring with Birds in Mind: What to Consider
ÅWhat site preparation is needed and why is it important to birds? 

ÅWhich native plants are best for birds? 

ÅHow large does a buffer need to be to benefit birds? 

ÅHow long after a planting can you expect to see some species colonizing?

ÅWhat other factors affect birds in riparian areas? 


