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• Ash trees play an important role as street and park trees, along rural roads, and in public forestland

• Municipalities need to ensure public safety and to manage the impacts of EAB on public trees

• Municipalities and land managers need to consider ash population, capacity, public input, and risk 

threshold as they make decisions.

• Municipalities will bear the responsibility and costs

Municipal Planning & Management



Where will your municipality fall on the EAB management spectrum?



• What’s your vulnerability? You can’t manage what you don’t know you have. 

• You have options: Tree by tree, sampling, paper, mobile app.

• Display your data: There are many ways to view and map your information for planning and 

outreach.

Ash Tree Inventory

https://vtcommunityforestry.org/ash-inventory/using-your-ash-tree-inventory-data
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Ash Tree Inventory



Digital Inventory Tool
Utilizing State of Vermont software

• Utilizing ArcGIS Field Maps on smartphones or cell-enabled tablets
• Volunteers and municipal staff have collected 55,018 data points in 49 municipalities since 2018
• Model for Agency of Transportation (state ROW) and Agency of Natural Resources (state lands) inventory



Digital Inventory Tool
Utilizing State of Vermont software

• Dashboards for road-by-road analysis created by Chittenden County Regional Planning 
Commission



Training

For municipal crews

• Evaluate risk posed by any tree
• Use throw lines to guide trees safely to the ground
• Keep abreast of EAB spread statewide
• Look for signs and symptoms of EAB
• Know when to walk away



Training

For arborists

• Learn how to evaluate risk posed by EAB infestation
• Learn when not to climb infested ash trees (spoiler: never!)
• Understand costs of utilizing specialized equipment
• Train in aerial rescue for all tree work



https://vtcommunityforestry.org/sites/default/files/pictures/EAB/EAB_Case_Studies/waterbury_case_study.pdf


Waterbury
VT
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Pesticide Use

• Are there insecticides that are registered for use in the state of 
Vermont for control of emerald ash borer?

• Can I apply insecticide to ash trees on my own property?

• What certifications does a person need to apply insecticides to 
ash trees on municipally owned land or on private property 
that is not their own?

• Do municipalities need a permit to apply insecticide to ash 
trees in the right-of-way?

• When is it too late to treat an ash tree for an emerald ash 
borer infestation?



Biocontrols

Parasitic Wasps

• Lay eggs in the EAB larvae or eggs
• Piloted in two locations in the state, controlled by APHIS
• Aim is to keep EAB population low, not eradicate EAB
• Monitoring success as we speak



• Sign up for our EAB Update Listserv on VTinvasives.org

• Sign up for TREEmail newsletter at VTcommunityforestry.org
• Grant funding for EAB reforestation/tree planting will likely be available again this summer/fall.

Stay Informed
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