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Global attention on tree planting as 
climate solution

August 7 th, 2022

H.R. 2049 - REPLANT Act

Repairing Existing Public 
Land by Adding Necessary 
Trees Act



Also regional attention on artificial regeneration



Increasing need for planting in Northeast?

Assisted Migration

Iverson et al. 2019

Carbon Mitigation

Planting ñopportunityò 

Ç CO2 T/YR: 10.5 M

Ç ACRES:      9.2 M

Ç TREES:      5.1 B

Adaptation &

Restoration

Lovette et al. 2016



Artificial regeneration traditionally not large part 
of NE forest operations

Clark et al. In prep



2022 survey of NE foresters indicates increase 
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Why do you plant?

Clark et al (in prep)



Does current forest nursery capacity reflect 
the growing need?



Historical emphases of forestry nurseries

From Dumroese et al (2005):

1900s to 1930s: Restoration 
Response

1930s to 1950s: Conservation 
and Jobs Creation

1950s to 1990s: Responding to 
the Publicôs Demand for Timber

1990s to Present: Return to 
Restoration



NASF (2016)



ñThese last few years, weôve been pretty much 
selling out of everything that we have available,ò 
said Billy Kunelius, the nursery manager. 

ñBut I think it also has to do with more public 
knowledge of climate change and the ability to 
mitigate climate change and aid in carbon 
sequestration through the planting of trees.ò

Anecdote: NH State Forest Nursery


