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Urban Forestry 
in the United 
States 

What is urban?

Å~ 3% of U.S. land area is 
ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ άǳǊōŀƴ ŀǊŜŀέ

Å~ 80% of U.S. population lives in 
an urban area 

Å12% growth in U.S. urban area 
population between 2000-2012



±ŜǊƳƻƴǘΩǎ 
Urban Forests
Å Over 243,000 (38.9%) of 

Vermonters live within a 
defined Urban Area, 
described as having:
o high population density
o high impervious surface 

area
o low tree canopy cover

ÅThere are approximately 12 
million urban trees in 
±ŜǊƳƻƴǘΩǎ Řƻǿƴǘƻǿƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ 
provide an average canopy 
cover of 31% of urban land 
area.





²Ƙŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ άǳǊōŀƴ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŦƻǊŜǎǘ 
ǎǘŜǿŀǊŘǎƘƛǇέ ƭƻƻƪ ƭƛƪŜ ƛƴ ±ŜǊƳƻƴǘΚ



9 Tree City USA Communities

ÅCity of Burlington (28 years)
ÅVillage of Essex Junction (7 years)
ÅTown of Hartford (19 years)
ÅTown of Middlebury (4 years)
ÅCity of Montpelier (20 years)
ÅCity of Rutland (30 years)

ÅCity of South Burlington (14 years)
ÅTown of Shelburne (5 years)
ÅCity of Winooski (3 years)



Homegrown Help
In 2022: 

Åmunicipal volunteers provided 10,250 hours of work (that we know of!)

Å over 100 communities are developing or managing an urban & community forestry program

Å over 129 communities received UCF Assistance
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Tree Canopy Cover in Downtown Centers





Municipal Tree Inventory Tool

Å First built in 2013 as part of a grant-
funded initiative called Caring for the 
Urban Forest, VT UCF and ANR GIS 
built the tool utilizing ArcGIS 
Collector

Å Twenty municipalities completed 
public tree inventories and a strategic 
tree management plan

ÅWhen the technology became 
available in 2017, nine towns 
received an Urban Tree Editor Tool, 
transitioning their inventory data 
from a snapshot in time to a live and 
manageable database

Å In 2022, the tool needed an update 
to reflect user interests and new 
technology. ANR GIS promoted some 
of their newest technology to 
improve the utility of the tool and 
showcase powerful data filters.




