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Forests: A Natural Solution to Climate 

Change





Carbon Markets



Carbon Markets Opportunities

• Forest Carbon 

Projects

• Forest Carbon Co-

ops

• Family Forest 

Carbon Program 



Burnt Mountain Carbon Project



Burnt Mountain Natural Area



Calavale Brook @ Burnt Mountain 



Burnt Mountain Carbon Project
Projected 10-year credit yield:  247,454
Credits issued to date:    99,726 

Sold:  74,863 
Retired: 64,620
Pending 2,035



Emerging Opportunities

• Forest Carbon Co-ops 
Carbon Aggregation

• Family Forest Carbon 

Program 
Practiced-Based Carbon 



Why Family-owned 
Forests?



Family-owned 
Forests are Key

 Families and individuals own the 
largest portion of U.S. forests

 More than the federal 
government or corporations

 This ownership group is vital for 
achieving meaningful 
conservation impact at scale

State 9%

Federal 31%

FAMILY 38%

Local 2%

Corporate 20%

Local 2%



Forest Carbon 
Projects vs. Forest 
Ownership Size

Ownerships less than 
1,000 acres account 
for 80% of the acres, 
or less than 1% of 
the projects.



Cold Hollow Aggregation Pilot

VLT-SIG-TNC partnership with

Cold Hollow to Canada Regional 

Conservation Partnership (RCP) 

Internationally important wildlife corridor

8,543 acres: 10 Landowners: manage 12 

woodlots for carbon

429,740 credits over 10 years

212,000 credits sold or contracted to date

70% of net review paid to landowners



The Family Forest Carbon Program:

Leveraging Climate Finance to 
Support America’s Family Forest 

Owners





Draft Conservation Co-benefits

• Forest Birds Initiative

• Improving forest condition in connected landscapes

• Growing old forest (more snags, structure)

• Gap creation 

• Thinning with complexity



Photo locations

nature.org/en-us/about-us/where-

we-work/united-

states/vermont/stories-in-

vermont/forest-carbon/

Nature.org/climatesmartforestsne


