
Northern 

Hardwood 

Seepage Forest

A  N e w l y  C l a s s i f i e d  

N a t u r a l  C o m m u n i t y  i n  

V e r m o n t

December 17, 2021

Dan Farrell
Wildlife Diversity Program

VT Fish and Wildlife Department

1



2



3



4



5

Elizabeth Thompson



6



Geography
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• High plant diversity

• Wetlands (often un-mapped)

• Animal life

• Flood resilience

Importance of 

Northern Hardwood Seepage Forests
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Northern Hardwood Seepage Forest

Upland Forest

Impermeable Layer
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• Cabot 

• Peru

• Marlow

• Buckland

Associated Soils
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Great White 
Trillium

Trout Lily

Bloodroot

Spring Beauty

Darby Creek Association

Lief Richardson
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Long-bracted Green Orchid
Aaron Marcus

Large Toothwort
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Hairy Wood Mint
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Variant:

Montane Seepage Forest
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Variant:

Montane Seepage Forest
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Variant:

Black Ash Seepage Woodland

Charlie Hohn
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Variant:

Hemlock Seepage Forest
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Management Considerations
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• Easily damaged

• Delineate in summer

• Protect hydrology and topography

• Large cuts may raise water table* 



• Easily damaged

• Delineate in summer

• Protect hydrology and topography

• Large cuts may raise water table* 

Management Recommendations
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*Slesak, R.A.; Lenhart, C.F.; Brooks, K.N.; D’Amato, A.W.; Palik, B.J. Water table response to harvesting and simulated emerald ash 
borer mortality in black ash wetlands in Minnesota, USA. Can. J. For. Res. 2014, 44, 961–968. 



• How many are there?

• Where are they?

• What is the variation in species 

composition?

• Are there acidic types?

Northern Hardwood Seepage Forest
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Outstanding Questions
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