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Roadmap

What is Woods, Wildlife and Warblers?

Southern Vermont Landowner Survey
° Main benefits of owning woods

° Main barriers of active management with birds in mind

How the Woods, Wildlife and Warblers program helps landowners through their journeys to
stewardship through minimizing barriers

> Connect, meet, prepare, and act

How barriers shift along the landowner journey to stewardship



WARBlERS

Woods, Wildlife and Warblers
works to give Vermont landowners the
knowledge, tools, and resources they
need to better care for their woods.




Engaging Landowners Through a Powerful Partnership
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Why “Wildlife and Warblers”?
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1. Critical habitat

2. Landowner desires




-all 2016
_.andowner Survey

=7,946 southern Vermont woodland owners

“50% enrolled in UVA, 50% not enrolled in UVA

“The survey questions focused on:

General ownership

Knowledge and attitudes towards forest bird and wildlife
management

Actions towards forest bird and wildlife management
Barriers to forest bird and wildlife management

Barriers to and benefits of Vermont’s Use Value Appraisal
Property Tax Program

Demographics

=480 survey respondents (owning 46,608 acres)
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Importance of Wildlife to Landowners

For both UVA and Non-UVA respondents, wildlife watching ranked as the most important
wildlife-related activity followed by enhancing bird and wildlife habitat.

Percent of Respondents Who Reported Activity as Important or Very Important to
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Management Attitudes of Landowners

Future plans for my property conflict with
including bird and wildlife habitat in my
current woodland management practices.

| am willing to cut some trees to improve
bird and wildlife habitat on my woodland.
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-orest Bird and Wildlife Habitat
Management Actions

Enrolled in UVA program:

“In the last 5 years:
= 89% have consulted a forester in the past 5 years
= 49% have created a management plan that focuses on bird and wildlife habitat

Not enrolled in Vermont’s UVA program:

“In the last 5 years:
= 33% have consulted a forester or other natural resources professional
= 12% have created a forest management plan with a focus on habitat

"44% are considering creating a forest management plan with a focus on bird
and wildlife habitat in the next 5 years.
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Barriers to Forest Bird and Wildlife
Habitat Management

Top UVA Challenges:

=] am unsure about the activities | should do (38% Strongly Agree or Agree)

*| have concern about doing the wrong thing and harming my land (37% Strongly Agree or Agree)

Top non-UVA Challenges:

=] am unsure about the activities | should do (54% Strongly Agree or Agree)

| have concern about doing the wrong thing and harming my land (51% Strongly Agree or Agree)
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=1t is difficult to find the right professional to provide help (39%)
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Attention, Vermont Landowners! Do you know
how to attract native wildlife to your land? We
can helpl

Dear [FIRST NAME],

In case you missed us last spring, there is still time to learn about your wooeds from a
lecal woedland professional or knowledgeable neighbor.

Your woods provide food, water, and shelter for a huge variety of wildlife. With help
from a professional, you can enhance wildlife habitat in your woods while still

accomplishing other goals you may have for your land. IGIN YOUR
NEIGHEORS!
Woods, Wildlife, and Warblers is excited to offer you the opportunity for a visit— at no
cost or obligation — with a_luml woodland professional urlu_mledg:ed:le negﬂ:l-ur Woods, Wildlife, and
w &n hel_p you accomiplish your goals for your woods while areating or enhancing Warblers has already
wildlife habitat. .
engaged with over
During this free visit, the local expert or peer will walk your property and provide 550 of your friends
recommendations that are spedfic to you and your woods. and neighbors and
over 50 of them
~ To request a visit, complete and return the endosed postcard or contact Silvia have taken
e hEESE-“n;L:fUM| andwildlife.org or 802-747-7300. We look forward to advantage of a free
Yoi . vl visit from an expert
™ Sincersly, or knowledgeable
ma neighbor.
2l Vermont woodland owners, are
o f: 4 m‘»ﬁ ; ' you interested in enhancing Want to see a -~ Top14W
you - = = e Learn More
P wildlife habitat on YOUR land? scarlet tanager ‘ ‘ Attract B
:': Jim Shallow Kathleen Wanner Register for our free webinar CUStomlzed fOf Vel'm =5 CUStomIZG(
wa State Director Executive Director tOd I
4 Audubon Vermont Vermont Woodlands Association ay:

bet

0 @ You and 37 others
12 Comments 9 Shares

i Like (D comment 4> Share
——— e T —rrerTerTIeT T Te—roCTT wvrTe: T
N, A T * exploring -strategles YoU can use on N - . P ]

o Weallsis your own; and PN A — g5 | e
_—l[__ ! ‘Il.i. 1L :llll MM VERMONT : e  maintaining your woods into the future. @ w__—ir:__ UDO veriEy 4

- Q Keep me informed with periodic emails. My email address
and information will never be shared with any other parties.

s

www.vitwoodsandwildlife.org
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Building Trust with Landowners

Percent of Respondents who Trust or Highly Trust Source

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80%

Myself (my personal experience) 53%
University of VT Extension Service

VT Dept. of Forests, Parks & Recreation
Private consulting forester

VT Department of Fish and Vil i e s s 67%

Wi ildlife professiomn ol s s 63%

U.S. Forest Services, Green Mt. National Fore st s . 59%
U.S. Fish and Wildlife s s 58%
Family member or friend meessssssssssss——— 33%
Neighbors or another landowner m————————— 21%
Logger mmmmmsmmmsmmmm— 16%
Audubon Vermont . 63%
Natural Resources Conservation Service s 59%
Vermont Coverts s 36%
VT Woodlands Association s s s 54%
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Landowner continues to act
through sustained relationship
andowner meets with AFF and/or partners

with professional

Landowner prepares to
act with a plan of action

AFF identifies and
attracts landowners
by meeting them
where they are

Landowner connects with
AFF and/ar AFF partner




VT —Site Visit Sheet

Some items below will have been answered in the pre-screen. Please confirm responses.
Landowner: Site visit by:

wowt. Considerations for Birds and Wildlife on Your Woodland

WARBLERS What have you already done to support birds on your land? What do you plan to do and
Parcel address: when? Use this checklist to organize your next steps in providing birds and other wildlife what they need
to thrive in your woodlot. To learn more, consult our fact sheet, consider working with a professional to
Year land acquired?] implement these practices on the ground, or visit our website at vtwoodsandwildlife.org.

Total acres: Forested acres: Visit date:

Is parcel primary residence? Y. N

Like a robin with a sore throat;

Mailing address: TASK Doi‘;’?v call an abrupt chick-burr

Phone: Read informational materials on enhancing habitat for birds and wildlife Q ves a Yes
QNo Q No Insects
Emall: Inventory and map your land for important habitat features aYes
an
T e The female scarlet tanager
—= - Leave dead and dying wood standing and other woody material on the v sings a song similar to the male’s song,
Landowner interests/goals: forest floor for food and shelter = "\‘es but softer, shorter, and less harsh. She
9 WOODS sings in answer to the male’s song and
Maintain native trees and shrubs that produce fruits, seeds, or nuts a Yes * VIIU)IIE while she is gatheﬁng nes“ng material.
‘What does the landowner want the property to be like in 50 years? QNo wARBl_ERS
Avoid breaking up forest patches by limiting roads and trails Qves

» nesting/foraging Y o/ canopy
orest structgres A)cover

Slim, bright red bird with jet black
wings and tail ‘ T .
A @
2

' | = | Managing Your Woodlot
— S 2| with Birds and Wildlife in Mind

pe/placement

Remove invasive plants because they don't support local wildlife Q Yes
QNo Want to learn about the health and productivity of your land? Birds can help! M
i indi f land's heal h iall e
Create piles of brush and branches for wildife shelter s Slrasamigrectindlicatorsiotyoyrlanelshealthbscatse ?’ amaspece s el
TANDOWNER INTERESTS: B sensitive to change and st'resls in and around th'enr homes. or that rgason, birds wi
Wildlife Y N ForestHealthY N also be one of the first to indicate that your actions are truly increasing the health of
Recreation (hiking, etc.) Y N Hunting Y. N Create a forest management plan that includes activities to improve aYes your woods and its inhabitants. A healthy bird population points to healthy woods, so
Invasives Y N Cost-share Y habitat for birds and other wildlife a No managing your land with birds in mind does not just benefit birds. Active maintenance
Familiar with Tree Farm?¥__N___ | Interestedin learningmd > - of bird habitat will make your woods healthier, more resilient, and more productive. Not to
Interested in Audubon? Y. N Interested in learning mq Maintain a variety of tree and shrub species QVYes mention, healthier woods also provide homes for a wider variety of wildlife such as black
QNo bears, bobcats, and eastern red-backed salamanders. An added bonus of a healthy bird
FOREST CONDITIONS: Manage for a variety of tree ages and sizes QvYes population is free insect damage control, which means less investment in insecticides and . !
On a scale from 1to 5 (1 being the worst and 5 being the best) how QNo bug zappers for you! American Beech White Ash
Why? - i Yellow Birch Paper Birch
Thin your woods or conduct a harvest to enhance bird and wildlife habitat g yae Vermont and northern New England forests are home to some of the highest Sugar Maple Aspen spp.
sy concentration of bird species breeding in the continental United States—meaning this 7 % 5
Minimize harvesting and cther disruptive activities during bird breeding aYes region provides rich, essential habitat for all local wildlife species. As a result, small g 3 : 2 _’ American Eastern Wood-
season (May to mid-July) QaNo Vermont landowners are essential to bird and wildlife conservation. You can play an active 2 p : 3 2 o Woodcock Pewee
. role by beginning to maintain your woodland with birds in mind. With careful planning, - Black-throated Scarlet Tanager
gzztneo"a;rafgz'izzi’g"mg of small trees. bushes and grasses for Qves you can have productive working woodlands that provide habitat for many of the bird = Blue Warbler Veery
= = QNo and wildlife species that call Vermont home. A forester or wildlife biologist can help you g B3 Ches&"“él's'ded Wood Thrush
£ 7 : A % 5 28 x arbler "
R T R e R T — determine which actions are most suitable for the unique conditions on your land. 3 7 Yes":;:l,tﬁlgred
Q No
Avoid arastic changes (sharp edges) between wooded and non-wooded g yes Here are some actions you might take on your land and why they are important: ; ; e
habitats N =R Y Barred Owl ROée-bLeasl:ed
P— ST " 4 -wi rosbeal
+ Inventory and map your land for important habitat ' 4 NN Ao A | ? % g Bmagavx'lz'ged Black Bear
features. Learn which resources already exist on your \ : %
. . < ~ Northern Goshawk Fisher
land! Take your mapping even further by looking at the = . 2
5 | 2 5 Pileated Mink
landscape beyond your property lines to understand <X - b 1 Woodpecker P 7
how your land fits into the big picture. Google Earth = R V) ofctb ne
: Bz P =
and Google Maps are great sources of free, aerial . \{: 8 -,1 SRR
imagery. MyLandPlan.org also provides the tools you 4 o g o &
need to not only map and journal about your woodlot e iﬁ
but, you can also set goals, communicate with natural S 2

resource professionals and find additional support. b SN 2 /r
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Barriers to Forest Bird and Wildlife
Habitat Management

Top challenges SHIFT from knowledge to time and money as
landowners become more engaged.

Finding

Someone

invasive
foresters depends

permits farms expertise

executes conducting None

and!orage lack
land's Species

ial
motivated't:?n I]TLGEEE Skli%;;nt
done
MONEeY save 1] one !

chip trees
much = funds a11

state want gctivities spend
work sSite cooperation
actions continue Damaging

services Farmer jp]jin

conduct

implement
labor—intensive
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Overcoming Barriers to Forest Bird and
Wildlife Habitat Management

Landowners:

> Connect with and build a personal relationship with a professional to
begin their journeys

> Understand opportunities to make management activities more
affordable

> Are empowered and feel that they can improve habitat on their land
> Understand time requirements for this work
> See management for birds/wildlife as a priority
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Key Takeaways

“There is substantial opportunity for landowners to make a difference
for bird habitat.

=Landowner interactions should lead with the benefits, address the
barriers along the journey.

“Vermont woodland owners are driven by birds and other wildlife (main
“benefit”).

“Woodland owners face a changing set of challenges.
= Knowledge and access to the right professionals = time and money

*"Provide connections and informational resources

“Establish personal relationships, provide a simple next step, look for
opportunities to understand and minimize barriers
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