Continued Expansion of the Vermont Monitoring Cooperative’s Forest Health Monitoring Network
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Additional Data Collection In

During the 2016 field
season, bird habitat data
based on VT Audubon’s
Foresters for the Birds
methodology was collected
at each established plot,
and bird species observed
were recorded at each
subplot.

The purpose of this project
IS to provide an additional
resource for analysis of
FHM plots using birds and
bird habitat as indicators of
forest health, and to note
overarching patterns
between bird species
observed, quality of bird
habitat, and forest health.

n the future, this data can
e used to predict the
orobabillity that factors such
as tree vigor affect the
occupancy of bird species
at surveyed sites.

M Tsuga canadensis (Eastern hemlock)
W Quercus rubra (Northern red oak)
B Prunus serotina (Wild black cherry)
B Pinus strobus (Eastern white pine)
B Picea rubens (Red spruce)

W Fraxinus americana (White ash)

B Fagus grandifolia (American Beech)
B Betula papyrifera va (Mountain

Paper birch)
B Betula papyrifera (Paper or White

birch)
m Betula alleghaniensis (Yellow birch)
m Acer saccharum (Sugar maple)

B Acer rubrum (Red maple)

B Abies balsamea (Balsam fir)
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Bird Species Count at Plot

Month of Visit to Plot
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Biophysical Regions
Champlain Valley
Northeastern Highlands
Northern Green Mountains
Northern Vermont Piedmont
Southern Green Mountains
Southern Vermont Piedmont

/] Taconic Mountains
i Vermont Valley
\

Map of the Forest Health Monitoring program plot
network showing bird species count per plot. Triangles
iIndicate plots that were measured in the evening.
Circles and their size represent the location of the plot
and the count of bird species at the specific plot.
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