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MassWildlife Fire-Managed Grasslands:
Restoring Grasslands Big and Small

Fire management in grasslands

Grassland natural communities managed with fire
Biodiversity value of grasslands

Cool season vs. warm season grasslands

Site selection and project design

Restoration in action
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Fire-Managed Native Warm Season Grasslands
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Species of Greatest Conservation Need

* 151 of 365 (41%) upland SGCN occur in grasslands/heathlands
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Grassland Natural Commun

MASSWILDLIFE



andplain Grasslands
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For the Birds...

BIRD POPULATION INDICATORS
IN FIVE INLAND HABITATS

® Grasslands @ Aridlands Eastern Forests @ Western Forests @ Wetlands
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Cool Season Grasslands
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Cool Season Grasslands
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~ Warm Season vs. Cool Season
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Grass
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Site Selection and Project Design
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Optimal Field Size for Grassland Birds

Upland Sandpiper
100+ acres

Eastern Meadowlark &

Grasshopper Sparrow

60+ acres
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MASSWILDLIFE




Enlarging Fields
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Enlarging Fields
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Grassland Conversion tree removal, 25.4 ac

| | Woodland tree removal, 16.7 ac
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Forest Openings
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Forest Openings
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Feasibility for Implem
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The Process

Kill the invasives &

™ Sure-Stand
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Kill the Invasivs
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Burn the Thatch

w
L
-
(a]
-l
3
%
n
<
=




Harrow the Ground
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Harvest the Seed
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Plant the Seed
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Cultipack or Roll
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Patience, Patience, Patience
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Roots then Shoots

Root Profiles of Northeastern Fire-adapted Plants

FERN  GRASSES (4)

SHRUBS (2) FLOWERS (2)

TREES (3)

Bluestem | virgatum ]

Schizachyrium

scoparium By,

New tinctoria

Jersey Tea New England
BlueStem  Ceanothus Blazing Star
Andropogon fatril

americanus

Liatris
novae-angliae

DCR - DWSP 2021
Content by Ginny Dautreuil
Tllustration by James Taylor
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Roots then Shoots

bluestem
Schizachyrium
scoparium  Bj

Bli-?ern Bluestem
Pteridium Andmpggon
aquilinum gerarai
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Signs of Success
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If at First You Don’t Succeed...
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Enjoy the Fruits of Your Labor
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Burning Questions?
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