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This map is one representation of Wapona  
Territory names and all Wabanaki knowledge of place 

shared in this map  is the intellectual and 
cultural property of Wabanaki Nations. 



Cultural significance of brown ash
Brown ash is known in Wabanaki languages as 

wikp (Peskotomuhkati-Wolastoqey), wíkəpi 
(Penobscot), or wisqoq (Mi’kmaq). In most 

translations, these words mean “basket tree” 
as this tree is used for basket making. Brown 
ash is interwoven with Wabanaki community 

identity and spirituality. 

Gabriel Frey 
Pack Baskets

Baskets by Eric Otter Bacon



•Brown Ash Task Force formed in the 90s
•Early University symposiums (2009-2014) “Protecting the Ash 
for Future Generations: KolunkayowanWikpiyik” brought 
together Federal, State, and Tribal partnerships
•These meetings identified outreach, seed collection, and 
preserving basketmaking as top priorities

Early collaboration for ash protection 

Photo by Jennifer Neptune



...Enter Emerald Ash Borer

Reported spread of emerald ash borer in North America (2019) 

Figure from Webb et al. 2021

• EAB
• Agrilus planipennis
• Buprestidae
• First detected: Michigan, US 2002

Photo by Abby Ra tcliff



• Federal quarantine ended in January 2021 
in the US

• EAB was first detected in Maine in 2018
• State quarantine is in effect (by county)

Quarantine in effect

• Issues in access and movement of 
materials

What that means for basket making



Who owns Maine’s ash stands?

•94% of Maine is privately owned
•23% is conserved land (4% federal or state)

•1% Tribal Nations

The following Federally recognized Tribal Nations 
own in fee or trust the remaining 1.06% of 
Maine’s lands (Sanborn et al. 2022):

•Passamaquoddy Tribe
•Penobscot Nation

•Houlton Band of Maliseet Indians
•Mi’kmaq Nation



2022: US Forest Service Funding founded APCAW

Based out of University of Maine, Orono, APCAW is a group of 
Indigenous and non-indigenous researchers and forest caretakers 

working together to organize actions to protect ash.
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Highlights:
•Cultural Importance of Brown Ash Panel
•Ash Inventory Trainings
•Ash Seed Collection Trainings
•MaMA Lingering Ash Training

APCAW’s ProgramsPhoto by: Aimee Good



Inventory, Ash 
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Seed Collection

Accessible on: https://umaine.edu/apcaw/



Ash Protection Strategies: Inventory & Monitoring

Protecting  Ash for the Future: 
https:/ / investiga te.gmri.org / project/ p rotecting_ a sh
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“There was a webinar where a basket maker was talking about how the 
sounds of pounding ash are distinct from person to person… I was just 

struck by how the potential loss of ash, as an ecologist, is 
compounded by the potential loss of all that cultural richness and 

that sense of community that's around the use of ash, and that was 
totally new to me from the APCAW webinar series. And that made an 
impact on my heart.  Because I mean, I love trees, but I don't have that… I 

haven't had that kind of community relationship with them myself.”

Learning from multiple cultural perspectives enhanced the programs

Non- native Conservation Staff Member



*“Stewardship activity” includes doing one or more of the following activities: 
Monitoring for  EAB, ash inventory, offer ing access to Wabanaki harvesters, collect ing 
ash seeds, organizing an  event  to raise  awareness about  ash protect ion , manage ash 

forest s in  any way, or  grow ash from seed. 161 respondents did 1 or  more stewardship 
act ivity, 128 did none.

Collaboration contributes to higher levels of action



1.Increasing brown ash cultural harvest 
opportunities on private land 

2.Create a mobile pounder machine and 
make it easily available to Wabanaki 

brown ash harvesters

3.Planning process for brown ash splint 
material storage with Tribal Nations

2025 Indigenous Forest Knowledge 
Fund

Stra teg ies to susta in Wa ba na ki 
ba sketma king  despite EAB

Current & Future Work:



Current & Future Work:

Identifica tion of b rown a sh genetic 
d iversity a cross our region

• Protocol developed  by Dr. Jill 
Ha milton’s la b  ( Penn Sta te)

• Colla bora tion with Na tha lie Isa bel 
a nd  Na tura l Resources Ca na da

• Results ca n help  guide seed  
collection

Collections ma de thus fa r:



Questions?
Want to 
collabora te?

APCAW’s website:

Conta ct us!
a pca w- group@ma ine.edu

My ema il: 
la uren.gonza lez@ma ine.ed

u
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