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PLANTING WITH PURPOSE
Lessons from Vermont's New Guidelines for ANR Lands
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WHY PLANTING DECISIONS MATTER

Source: World Economic Forum

Source: https://phys.org/news/2025-10-global-reveals-tempo-invasive-
species.html

Source: https://www.iucngisd.org/gisd/100_worst.php

Source: 
https://www.ourherald.com/articles/pretty

-but-invasive/
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HISTORICAL INTRODUCTIONS
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WHY ANR NEEDED UNIFIED GUIDELINES
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GUIDELINE DEVELOPMENT STORY (2017-2025)

Guidelines for 
Implementing Assisted 
Migration (AM) of Plants on 
Agency Lands approved by 
ANR Lands Team.

2017

FWD and FPR staff identified 
the need to revisit the AM 
guidelines for updates.

2022

During the AM review 
process, staff identified 
need for comprehensive 
planting guidelines. 

2023

Guideline development.  
ANR Staff review and 
feedback.                            
ANR Lands Team approval.

2024

Secretary Approval. 
Presented outcomes to 
DSTs, State Lands 
Managers, and Parks 
Management Team.

2025
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• Clear objectives and application
• General and project specific guidance
• Resources for determining what plants 

are best suited for a certain area
• Plant lists based on project type
• Information on where to find plants
• Process for project review of planting 

projects

GOALS OF GUIDELINE DEVELOPMENT
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PRIMARY OBJECTIVES
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WHAT THE GUIDELINES ARE NOT
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• Multiple levels of review
• Internal partners
• External partners

• Multiple iterations of the document
• Response to an emerging need

• Incorporating Feedback
• VT District Stewardship Teams
• VT ANR Lands Team
• VT ANR Secretary
• Additional VT state staff with pertinent 

experience
• Subject matter experts

COLLABORATION AND REVIEW
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• Allow natural succession and regeneration to 
occur where practicable.

• Consider the current and future conditions 
and vulnerability of your planting site.

• Choose species native and common to 
Vermont.

• Prioritize local ecotype and genetics.
• Avoid introducing new pests or pathogens.
• Plan enough time for design, logistics, and 

review.
• Monitor and adapt over time.

EXAMPLES OF GENERAL GUIDELINES
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PROJECT TYPE GUIDANCE & KEYS
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PROJECT SPECIFIC GUIDANCE – 
ADAPTATION PLANTING

• Adaptation is the process of adjusting 
natural or managed systems to better 
cope with new or changing stressors 
like climate change, pests, and 
pathogens.

• Assisted migration is one adaptation 
strategy that involves planting species 
or genotypes expected to thrive under 
future climate conditions.

Climate Adaptation Knowledge Exchange: cakex.org
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EX.: CAMEL’S HUMP ADAPTATION PLANTING

• Northern Hardwoods (S5) with APM 
plantings

• Red oak (New Hampshire source) 
• Black cherry (New Hampshire source) 
• Red spruce (three sources—north-central 

MA, southern NH, and central New York) 
• Bitternut hickory (Michigan source) 
• American chestnut: B3F3 hybrid from 

American Chestnut Foundation (parent is 
from Virginia with cross to Chinese 
chestnut—94% American chestnut)*
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1. Specified projects are entered into a 
state database and reviewed.

2. Minimum information is submitted for 
a sufficient review.

3. Additional review or information may 
be requested.

4. A final decision is made and 
documented.

PROJECT REVIEW PROCESS
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EARLY LESSONS & ONGOING CHALLENGES



16

QUESTIONS FOR THE FEMC COMMUNITY

• How can we balance simplicity and 
usability with ecological nuance?

• How can these guidelines better connect 
to long-term monitoring data?

• And most importantly, how do we act as 
responsible stewards today so future 
Vermonters inherit resilient forests — not 
additional problems?
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Questions?
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