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Introduction Possible Future Conditions Pros and Cons

Background: Current Forest

> Major portions of Maine’s historically iconic coastal red spruce (Picea Condition Passive Management Active Management
rubens) forests are in a degraded state !
» A lack of awareness and funding to support sustainable management Bl vhite pine Pros » Low to no cost » Promotes historical structure
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rehabilitation » Supports forest resilience

Objectives:
» To demonstrate forest

Cons » Forest health concerns > |Initial cost without immediate

> Low timber value threatens return

management strategies that : : . ..
anageme J Passive Management Active Management forestland retention » Short-term aesthetic impact

can increase red spruce _ . :

composition as well as diversify _ » Preservation of “natural” » Requires expertise

forest structure and age Figure 1. A photo of the property in coastal Maine. processes ignores historical

Impacts to forest

Implications

Property Information:

» Historically likely a large proportion of red spruce

» Likely heavily logged upon settlement

» White pine (weevil), red maple (stump sprouts),
balsam fir (balsam woolly adelgid)

» Cleaning treatments and enrichment planting may
effectively improve forest health and promote
advance regeneration of red spruce
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Year 1: Regeneration Year 1: Balsam fir removed in > Despite initial cost without return, active
dominated by balsam fir, cleaning treatment, red maple . .

Inventory: iIntolerant hardwoods in gaps. clumps reduced to one stem. management may improve timber value

» Inventoried in October 2025 g s » An increase in timber value supports light-touch

» 16 plots across 4 stands
» Sampled overstory trees, saplings, seedlings
» Data shown is limited to the two largest stands

(20 acres total, 70% of property)
Current Conditions
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management to achieve rehabilitation objectives
» Future management mimicking normal wind

disturbances may allow established red spruce
regeneration to succeed in gaps °
» Overall, long-term benefits of active
management may outweigh initial costs
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Figure 3. Species composition of overstory trees 24.5 in.

DBH by basal area per acre.
O Gray birch
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