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“‘I love trees so much, I have to cut them down’: The public’s 
perception of a water utility’s clear cut and slash wall.”

Joshua Tracy

Forester II, South Central CT Regional Water Authority
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South Central Connecticut Regional Water Authority. 

The RWA was created in 1977, and 
purchased all property from the New 
Haven Water Company in 1980; the 

New Haven Water Company was 
established in 1849.

We provided roughly 16.5 billion 
gallons of water in FY2024 to almost 

430,000 consumers in 15 
communities.

27,000 acres of land are managed for 
watershed protection, timber 

management, wildlife habitat, open 
space, education and research.  
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RWA Source Water Protection Areas

Steve Vitko, RWA.
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Seymour, Connecticut. Clear-cut and slashwall.
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Seymour, Connecticut. Clear-cut and slashwall.
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Seymour, Connecticut. Clear-cut and slashwall.

Credit: Denise Savegeau.
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Location matters.
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Madison, Connecticut. Clear-cut and slashwall.
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First Selectwoman had problems.
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How many houses?
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Get rid of the piles!
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Conflicts of the past.
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Thank you.
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