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Why we 
need 
Wildlands
Intrinsic value

Biodiversity

Carbon storage

Ecological resiliency

Quiet reflection

Baselines

Global, Regional, Statewide 
Statewide Conservation Goals
Goals

Woodbury Mountain Wilderness Preserve in Vermont
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The genesis for this study

Early Conversations (2005) Increasing Pressures A Knowledge Gap



Who is behind the study



What are Wildlands?

Colchester Bog, Vermont Monhegan Island, Maine Muddy Pond, Massachusetts Baxter State Park, Maine



Wildlands Criteria

ωWildland Intent

ωManagement for an Untrammeled Condition

ωPermanent Protection

Mohegan Island, Maine
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Methodology
Four iterative phases

1. Scope and approach for identifying Wildlands

2. Outreach to public agencies and conservation organizations for Wildlands inventory 
and information

3. Systematic review of properties based on following criteria:

4. Analysis, interpretation, and product development



Wildlands in New England is the 
first U.S. study to map and 

characterize all permanently 
conserved lands in one region that 
are managed to be forever wild.

The study provides a baseline and 
path forward to secure more land as 

Wildlands.



Wildlands in New England

What We Learned



Questions answered by 
this study

1.How much Wildland currently exists in New 
England?

2.Where are Wildlands located in New 
England?

3.What are the characteristics of the 
Wildlands?

4.What is their current protection status?



81%
of New England is forest.



3.3%
is Wildlands.





Where are the Wildlands?



What is the historic and 
current protection status 
of Wildlands?



What is their 
protection 
status by state?



What is their 
protection 
status in 
strength of 
management 
and 
permanency of 
protection?



Baxter State Park

Wildlands Characteristics



Muddy Pond Wilderness 
Preserve


