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Why we
need
Wildlands

Intrinsic value
Biodiversity

Carbon storage
Ecological resiliency
Quiet reflection
Baselines

Global, Regional, Statewide
Statewide Conservation Goals
Goals
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What are Wildlands?

Monhegan Island, Maine Muddy Pond, Massachusetts Baxter State Park, Maine

Colchester Bog, Vermont



Wildlands Criteria
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Methodology

Four iterative phases

1. Scope and approach for identifying Wildlands

2. Outreach to public agencies and conservation organizations for Wildlands inventory
and information

3. Systematic review of properties based on following criteria:
e Wildland intent

e Management for an untrammeled condition

e Permanent protection

4. Analysis, interpretation, and product development



Wildlands in New England

Past, Present, and Future

Wildlands in New England is the
first U.S. study to map and
characterize all permanently
conserved lands in one region tha
are managed to be forever wild.

The study provides a baseline an
path forward to secure more land &
Wildlands.
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Land Cover and Forest Protection

Questions answered by
this study

Forest, Unprotected

Agriculture

Grass or Herbaceous

1.How much Wildland currently exists in Ne B o

[ [EI'S

England?

2.\Where are Wildlands located in New
England?

3.What are the characteristics of the
Wildlands?

4. What Is their current protection status?
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Wadlands

== Wildlands in New England: Interactive Webmap
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Timeline of Wildland Establishment in New England
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Timeline of Wildland establishment in New England since 1900. Cumulative totals are represented by the gray
line. Both the number and total acres of Wildlands established display a large increase in the past two decades.




Wildland Extent and Fee Ownership Across New England

New England Connecticut Massachusetts
1,321,878 acres 28,614 acres 116,274 acres Wikdiand extent and
35 fee ownership across
1% 3% 1% 3% 17 6% New England and the

(

I

individual states. Rhode
Island (not shown) has a
single 21-acre Wildland
owned by a conservation
organization.
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Gradient of Wildland Status in This Study

High

Constraints on Management

Low

Harvard Forest Pisgah

Andorra Forest Kauffman
Connecticut College Natural Areas Pond Mountain Duren Mountain Wilderness
Monadnock Ecoreserve Natural Area Corner Pond CE Lone Mountain Wilderness

Whetstone Woods

Burnt Mountain Katahdin Iron Works

Belden Forest | Debsconeag Lakes Lye Brook Wilderness
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Wilderness
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e € Upper St. John River

CT DEEP OFMASs Hay Reservation

High
Strength/Permanence of Wildland Status
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and
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Wildlands Characteristics

Baxter State Park

Location: Maine
Size: 157,849.79 acres

Ownership: Baxter State Park Authority (Public trust)

Established: 1931

Protection: Deed restriction; Act/statute (state); Property
management plan

Characteristics: Largest Wildlandin New England, but small
compared to Adirondack Park

Ecology: Large elevational range, Maine's highest peak, divers
of habitats, unusual boreal species and natural communities




Muddy Pond Wilderness
Preserve

Location: Massachusetts

Size: 322 acres

Ownership: Northeast Wilderness Trust
Established: 2018

Protection: Owned and managed by non-governmental
organization (NEWT)

Characteristics: Suburban landscape, surrounded by
development, easy publicaccess, school groups use area

Ecology: Rare Pine Barrens and Coastal Plain Pond, many rare
and endangered species



