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A lean-to too

Coincidentally, the Mid-Hudson Chapter of ADK
approached DEC in early 1997 to express their
interest in undertaking a Forest Preserve project,
perhaps building a lean-to, in the Catskills. When
they learned that the Balsam Lake Mt. UMP also
proposed relocation of a lean-to that was above
3500 feet on Balsam Lake Mt. and in poor repair,
they eagerly accepted the challenge, with only minor
reservations. The Chapter had never undertaken
such a project, and while project chair Frank Dogil
had plenty of enthusi-
asm and determina-

evident that significant drainage work would be
required at the western end of the trail, near Alder
Lake, where an old wood road would be utilized.
Waterbars and rock steps would be necessary to
carry the trail through wet, muddy areas. Up
stepped ADK's Trail Program staff, who agreed to
schedule a five-day project at the site.

ADK, FLTC, DEC

With the planning complete and a final route
flagged out, the years of work finally came to frui-
tion in August, 1997,

tion, he knew his
members lacked the
skills and experience
necessary to accom-
plish such a project on
their own.

Fortunately, DEC

Nearly nine miles of road walk along
the Alder Lake and Beaverkill Roads
have been eliminated, and the new route
travels through the heart of the
Balsam Lake Mt. Wild Forest.

when ADK’s volunteer
trail crew completed
seven rock steps, three
rock waterbars and
235 feet of drainage on
the first mile of the
new route. On their
heels came the FLTC's

and the Chapter were
able to work together
to get the project off the ground. DEC was able to
provide the logs from a state reforestation area near
Windham, N.Y., and a DEC-supervised inmate crew
from the Sullivan Correctional Facility Annex pre-
fabricated the lean-to. The Frost Valley YMCA in
Claryville provided a site that was easily accessible
for both the inmate crew and a helicopter when it
came time to fly in the lean-to materials. A certain
synergy was developing around the project.

As the route began to take shape, it became

May/June 1998 " nn o
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volunteer vacation
participants, who
worked diligently throughout the next week, cutting
and brushing out nearly four miles of new trail as
well as undertaking some sidehill grading, rock
steps and waterbars at some critical locations along
the route. With so much of the work completed and
momentum building, DEC staff were able to finish
cutting, brushing and marking the six miles of new
trail over Mill Brook Ridge.

Meanwhile, ADK's Mid-Hudson Chapter found a
site for the lean-to overlooking a beaver meadow

27




e »+§ S the log viad ende ok

R 15t bis JUGT onntay. Above fruy e tind haw ber
© o buded at new i the fall of 1997, Theolk

Alderiake— Beocherlakle 134 Thiwn onthe
S
> Add th et 1Y Pt £ Caltlotipns.

zggﬁsédwczasiqfém;%
i‘»ms\? 871..???_ 795?\5225/
0t by DRavte Get Ny andy [0 bult on St
Side o Aldor Creek from abot The'tons)" €astwand,
Coviect the 1988 Aviut ewfr pornt
W T2 meadtu X Swindedly huke
=2 SUBYYBS jith brtkew imbs M %g\&,ﬁ@.

Mede Wt Womto ava To this o, the,

I Mileoger 0 Jignboavds-]
Fow AlderLoke ()
N&W ,ﬂc _Ngsdo
(-7 fo BL M
Frowa Tune- @)
e ®2120
U W g virta
Y bedvck lodge hlding b —s e~ =~
Frm @ .wa%ﬁm:wmm beg s / P i
2.5 widot vist d\ Ty 3460
_ 225 @~ m&:ﬁ Juran
oot g P
[ §pw <) 5%
AE@«Q i \MC&U )

| IO Aa () |
J :,Nx@.fwmu 78 w ,MM |

Mz prrive ol
{ bod itwed fvom
?ni.é...ﬁu mf%n&

15" Quid savs highovtr
%cﬁ_.? ,:Sr.



