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Research Administration and Integrity

Financial Conflict of Interest in Research





Is an SFI related to an individual’s research?
The purpose of this document is to provide guidance for individuals in determining whether a Significant Financial Interest (SFI) is related to their research.

Please note that the existence of a relationship between an individual’s SFI and their research does not necessarily imply that there is a conflict to be managed.

This list is not exhaustive, and each situation is unique. If there is any doubt or question as to whether an SFI may be related to one’s research, please contact Victoria Jones, Assistant Director for Research Integrity, at vjones1@uvm.edu to discuss.

If an individual answers yes to any of the following questions, please indicate so in the UVM CLICK answer to their request for clarification.
In this document, 
“research project” means any research project in which the individual participates.
“SFI entity” means the entity with which the individual has a financial relationship that constitutes a Significant Financial Interest (SFI), such as equity ownership or remuneration.
1: Sponsor and subaward considerations:

a. Is the SFI entity the sponsor of a research project?

b. Is the SFI entity the parent company of a research project sponsor?

c. Is the SFI entity a competitor of a research project sponsor?
d. Does the research project include, or is it expected to include, a subaward to the SFI entity?

e. Does the research project include, or is it expected to include, a contract with the SFI entity (e.g. consulting or other services)?
f. Could the individual participate in or influence a decision to select, retain, or pay the SFI entity in connection with the research project?

2: Subject of the research:

a. Is the SFI entity’s product or service the subject of a research project?

b. Is a research project intended to evaluate the SFI entity’s product or service?

c. Is a research project intended to further develop the SFI entity’s product or service?

d. Is the SFI entity the parent company of the provider of the drug being studied?
e. Is the SFI entity the parent company of the provider of the device being studied?

f. Is the SFI entity the parent company of the provider of the product being studied?

g. Is the SFI entity the parent company of the provider of the service being studied?

h. Is the SFI entity a competitor of the provider of the drug being studied?

i. Is the SFI entity a competitor of the provider of the device being studied?

j. Is the SFI entity a competitor of the provider of the product being studied?

k. Is the SFI entity a competitor of the provider of the service being studied?

l. Is an SFI entity’s drug used concomitantly with the primary drug, device, product, or intervention being studied, such that the research outcome could have implications for the SFI entity’s drug or otherwise benefit the SFI entity?
m. Is the SFI entity’s product used concomitantly with the primary drug, device, product, or intervention being studied, such that the research outcome could have implications for the SFI entity’s product or otherwise benefit the SFI entity?
n. Is the SFI entity’s device used concomitantly with the primary drug, device, product, or intervention being studied, such that the research outcome could have implications for the SFI entity’s device or otherwise benefit the SFI entity?

o. Is the SFI entity’s service used concomitantly with the primary drug, device, product, or intervention being studied, such that the research outcome could have implications for the SFI entity’s service or otherwise benefit the SFI entity?
p. Does the SFI entity hold an Investigational New Drug (IND) application or Investigational Device Exemption (IDE) that relates to the research or could be affected by the research findings?
q. Could the results of the research reasonably be expected to affect the financial value, commercial prospects, regulatory status, market position, or competitive position of the SFI entity or its products or services?

r. Could the research findings support or undermine claims regarding a product, service, technology, or approach of the SFI entity or one of its competitors?

3. Materials used in the Research:
a. Will any products (e.g. drugs, devices, equipment, software) or services of the SFI entity be used in the research?

b. Is there a Material Transfer Agreement (MTA) with the SFI entity for the provision of materials used in the research? 

c. Does the SFI entity provide materials or other in-kind support (e.g. procedures/protocols, tangible items, facilities, data, software, proprietary resources) for the research?

4. Intellectual Property:

a. Could a research project affect the value, validity, scope, use, or commercial potential of intellectual property owned or licensed by the individual or the SFI entity? 

b. Could a research project create new intellectual property that the SFI entity could reasonably be expected to license, acquire, develop, or commercialize? 

c. Is the SFI entity’s IP the subject of a research project?

More general questions:

5. Relationship Between the SFI Entity and the Individual 

a. Does the SFI entity provide financial or other support for any trainees, staff, laboratory personnel, or other individuals under the Investigator’s supervision or oversight?

b. Does the SFI entity provide financial or other support to the Investigator’s laboratory, program, department, or research activities outside of the research project under review?
6. Trainees and Junior Colleagues:

a. Is the SFI entity recruiting any of the Investigator’s trainees?

b. Is the SFI entity employing any of the Investigator’s trainees?

c. Are any of the Investigator’s trainees working on a research project that could affect the SFI entity (e.g., by affecting the financial value or competitive position of the SFI entity or one of its competitors)? 

d. Are any junior faculty members, employees, or other individuals whom the Investigator directly or indirectly supervises working on a research project that could affect the SFI entity?
	Financial Conflict of Interest Management Plan
	4



[image: image1.jpg]