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MINUTES OF MEETING


Date: February 10th, 2026
Mode: In person and online on Teams
Meeting called to order by: Vice President Parmida Amngostar
Recording Link: (5) GSS Senate Meeting Feb 10 | Microsoft Teams


In attendance
Senators: Chhayank Srivastava ,Kush Sharma), Muhammad Adil (online), Mandy Mix (online), Zane Zupan (online), Will Broseman, Brailey Buntin (online), Elise Miller, Kehinde Makinde, Teddy Pesek (Online), Lizah Makombore , Kate Baucom, Modupe Omoniyi, Abby Keith, Collin Coil, Neil Traft, Elise Miller, Will Broseman, Frances Starn (online), Fitzwilliam Keenan-Koch, Daniel Mach (online), Mandy Nix (online). 
Executive Council Attendees: Saba Rafiei, Parmida Amngostar, Oluwamuyiwa Davis, Shakira Iyanda, and Sevda Alvirdizadeh
Agenda Item 1 – Call to Order
The meeting was called to order by Parmida Amngostar, Vice President of the Graduate Student Senate (GSS). The meeting began with a brief check of the speaker and microphone system to confirm that participants attending remotely could hear the discussion.
Amngostar welcomed attendees and noted that this was the first GSS meeting of the spring semester.
Agenda Item 2 – Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes
Amngostar asked senators to review and approve the minutes from the previous meeting.
A vote was conducted.
The minutes were approved by majority vote.
Agenda Item 3 – Introduction of New Senators
Amngostar welcomed new senators and invited them to introduce themselves and their academic programs.
Introductions included:
· Kate Baucom — Master’s student in Medical Sciences
· Modupe Omoniyi ---- Chemistry
· Lizah Makombore — Community Development and Applied Economics
· Rebecca Hill-Larsen — Public Health
· Zane Zupan — Master of Public Administration
· Leah Isayev — Master of Public Administration
Amngostar also acknowledged additional senators attending remotely and noted that further introductions could take place in future meetings if some senators were not present.
Agenda Item 4 – Club Recognition
Redeemed Campus Fellowship
Presenter: Tijesuni (TJ) Adeoye
Adeoye presented a request for recognition of the Redeemed Campus Fellowship (RCF). Adeoye explained that graduate school can be isolating and that the organization aims to provide community, spiritual support, and service opportunities for graduate students.
Adeoye stated that the organization is affiliated with the Redeemed Christian Church of God in Colchester, Vermont but welcomes participation from students regardless of faith background. The group’s mission focuses on spiritual growth, community building, and service.
Adeoye reported that the organization currently has approximately 15 founding members, most of whom are graduate students. Planned activities include bi-weekly fellowship meetings, monthly wellness programming during high-stress academic periods, and quarterly community service projects.
Adeoye estimated that the organization would request between $500 and $800 to cover meeting supplies, printing, and project materials.
During discussion, Elise Miller asked whether the organization’s nondiscrimination policy included LGBTQ students and whether individuals could participate regardless of religious belief. Adeoye responded that participation is open to all students and that individuals do not need to share the organization’s beliefs to participate.
Amngostar explained that club recognition requires a two-thirds majority vote with at least half of the senators present.
A vote was conducted.
The motion passed and the Redeemed Campus Fellowship was recognized as a GSS club.
Vermont Alternative Protein Project
Presenter: Christopher Foley
Foley presented a request for recognition of the Vermont Alternative Protein Project. Foley explained that the organization aims to bring together students from disciplines such as food systems, agriculture, engineering, and sustainability to explore research and innovation related to alternative proteins.
The organization plans to host seminars and guest lectures with faculty and researchers and hold meetings as membership develops. Foley stated that the organization is open to all UVM students.
A vote was conducted.
The motion passed and the Vermont Alternative Protein Project was recognized as a GSS club.
Student Occupational Therapy Association (SOTA)
Amngostar introduced a third club recognition request from the Student Occupational Therapy Association (SOTA).
Members of the organization were unable to attend the meeting because they had classes scheduled at the same time. Amngostar read a summary of the written statement provided by the organization.
The organization supports Occupational Therapy Doctoral students and promotes awareness of occupational therapy within the university and broader community. Planned initiatives include peer mentorship programs, professional development events, social gatherings, fundraising to support conference attendance, and outreach activities.
Amngostar noted that the organization was not requesting funding at the time of recognition.
A vote was conducted.
The motion passed and the Student Occupational Therapy Association was recognized as a GSS club.
Agenda Item 5 – Spring 2026 Budget Proposal
Presenter: Muyiwa Davis, Treasurer of GSS
Muyiwa Davis presented the proposed Spring 2026 GSS budget, totaling $44,750. Davis explained that senators had access to the budget through the agenda materials.
Major elements of the proposal included:
· Council stipends remaining unchanged
· A new visibility and outreach budget category to increase awareness of GSS and graduate student rights through outreach efforts such as banners and tabling
· Expansion of the coffee hour program, with a proposed budget of $7,500, based on strong participation in previous semesters
· Continued funding for events programming, including pizza nights and potential social activities
· Reduction of the Senate meeting refreshments budget to $1,500, reflecting the shift from lunchtime meetings to afternoon meetings with coffee and snacks
· Allocation of $1,500 for GSS awards
· $4,000 for clubs and committees
· An increase in the Elevate Grant budget from $14,000 to $18,000
Davis explained that Elevate Grants support graduate students who may not receive travel funding from the Graduate College. During the previous cycle, 49 students applied and 21 awards were distributed, with a waitlist used when applicants declined awards.
Davis noted that the proposed budget remains below the available funds because final revenue depends on student enrollment and add-drop adjustments.
Senators asked questions regarding visibility initiatives, meeting expenses, and the status of Elevate Grant reimbursements.
A vote was conducted.
The Spring 2026 GSS budget was approved.
Agenda Item 6 – Funding Request: Iranian Students and Scholars Association (IRSA)
Amngostar presented a funding request from the Iranian Students and Scholars Association (IRSA).
The organization requested $1,000 to support an event scheduled for February 20, which focuses on solidarity with the people of Iran. The requested funding would primarily support catering and refreshments.
Because the requested amount exceeded $500, Senate approval was required.
A vote was conducted.
The funding request was approved.
Agenda Item 7 – Committee Assignments
Amngostar reviewed committee assignments based on responses to a survey distributed to senators. Senators who had not completed the survey were asked to indicate their committee preferences so assignments could be finalized.
Amngostar noted that the updated committee list would be shared with senators after the meeting.
Agenda Item 8 – Guest Speaker: Student Government Association
Speaker: Kennedy Connors, President of the Student Government Association (SGA)
Connors joined the meeting to provide an overview of SGA activities and discuss potential collaboration between undergraduate and graduate student governments.
Connors explained that SGA represents undergraduate students and includes 41 senators and four executive council members.
Connors described three primary goals for the academic year:
1. Expanding student support during the current political climate
2. Strengthening sexual violence prevention efforts
3. Improving internal operations and increasing visibility on campus
Connors described several initiatives, including a Week of Kindness featuring events such as bouquet making, friendship-themed activities, donation drives, and appreciation events for faculty and staff.
Connors also discussed the SGA budget and explained that a large portion of SGA funding is allocated to undergraduate student organizations.
Connors expressed interest in potential collaboration with GSS.
Agenda Item 9 – President’s Report: Board of Trustees Update
Saba Rafiei, GSS President, reported on the Board of Trustees meeting held on February 6.
Rafiei described reporting on GSS initiatives focused on transparency, collaboration, graduate student well-being, and increased communication with students.
Rafiei also summarized discussion of UVM’s strategic plan titled “Green, Gold, and Bold,” which outlines priorities related to student success, research and teaching, community partnerships, and campus systems and infrastructure.
Agenda Item 10 – Committee Representation
Rafiei discussed GSS representation on Board of Trustees committees and requested volunteers for additional committees.
Volunteers included Frances Starn and Kush Sharma for the Educational Policy and Institutional Resources Committee.
Additional committee volunteers included Will Broseman and Chhayank Srivastava for the Curricular Affairs Committee. Lizah Makombore volunteered for the Student Affairs Committee. 
Existing representatives including Teddy Pesek, Jeremy Elliot, and Elise Miller provided brief updates on their committee work.
Agenda Item 11 – Semester Priorities and Delegated Tasks
Rafiei outlined five priorities for the semester and described actions already taken as well as committee responsibilities for advancing these initiatives.
Transparency
Actions already taken include publishing GSS budgets and newsletters and establishing procedures for public comment on resolutions.
The Operations Committee was tasked with reviewing the GSS constitution and identifying potential revisions based on issues encountered during previous meetings.
Collaboration
GSS has begun developing partnerships with other campus organizations, including the Student Government Association.
The Student Life and Support Committee and the Events Committee were tasked with working together to develop a workshop focused on education around gender-based, sexual, and relationship violence.
Amplifying Student Voices
Rafiei introduced a graduate-wide survey intended to gather input from graduate students about funding priorities and other issues affecting graduate life.
The Communications Committee and Finance Committee were tasked with refining the survey and incorporating feedback received from senators.
Listening Sessions
Rafiei emphasized the importance of creating opportunities for graduate students to share concerns directly with GSS.
The Student Affairs Committee and Operations Committee were tasked with organizing listening sessions where students could discuss issues affecting their graduate experience.
Visibility and Outreach
Rafiei discussed efforts to increase awareness of GSS across campus, including tabling events, promotional materials, and outreach initiatives.
The Communications Committee and Student Life and Support Committee were tasked with coordinating outreach activities and developing materials that help students identify their program’s GSS senator.
Agenda Item 12 – Committee Updates
Committee representatives provided updates on their current work.
The Finance Committee reported that it is processing the previous Elevate Grant cycle and preparing the next cycle.
The Events Committee noted that it had not yet held its first meeting of the semester but plans to begin organizing events soon.
The Operations Committee discussed plans to review and potentially revise the GSS constitution.
The Communications Committee reported that it is working on improvements to outreach and the development of the graduate student survey.
Agenda Item 13 – Workshop Proposal
Speaker: Rachel Chertok
Rachel Chertok joined the meeting to discuss a proposed workshop focused on sexual violence education and survivor support.
Chertok described the importance of improving education around sexual violence and creating spaces where students feel safe discussing these issues.
During the presentation, the meeting was briefly interrupted when the laptop hosting the meeting lost power. After the connection was restored, Chertok resumed and completed the presentation.
Agenda Item 14 – Adjournment
The meeting concluded following final remarks and discussion.
Next Meeting
March 2nd, 3:00 pm to 5:00 pm ,In-person and online. Venue will be determined.
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