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Product Stewardship

“the responsible and ethical 
management of a product, 
throughout its life cycle, from 
invention through ultimate use and 
finally discontinuation.”



Pesticide Product 
Stewardship
“ensures the availability of high-quality products 
and services and best practices to ensure 
compliance with all legal and regulatory 
requirements, facilitate trade, maximize product 
potential and sustainability, and minimize risks to 
human and animal health and the environment.”

Bob Montano, Envu
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Integrated Pest 
Management 

Identify

•What pest are you trying to 
control?
•Identify pest and  life stage
•Assess Conditions 
•Understand scale of impact



Integrated Pest 
Management

Prevent

•What conditions does the 
pest like?
•Manage conditions
•Do not spread pests 
•Prevent establishment of pest



Integrated Pest 
Management 
Methods

• Mechanical

• Cultural

• Biological

• Chemical – use of herbicides, fungicides, 
insecticides, etc.



Integrated Pest 
Management

Decision

• What is your tolerance for the 
pest?
• Nuisance
• Economic

• What will you do?
• Identify areas that you want to 

protect
• Monitor/survey
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Pesticide Product Stewardship- Access
Should the end user have access to the pesticide?

• Restricted Use Pesticide, Class A
• “Professional use”
• Specialized training
• Application equipment

Is the end user qualified?
• Certification
• Understand Label
• Site, Equipment, Storage , PPE
• Recordkeeping



Pesticide Product Stewardship- Access

Class A pesticides shall be sold only to certified 
applicators with certification in the appropriate 
category specific to a use site on the pesticide 
label.
Only “use” pesticides in registered in Vermont.
Understand if the Agency has additional 
restrictions on a pesticide.



Pesticide 
Product 
Stewardship-
Purchasing

• Site of application 
• Size area to be treated
• Equipment
• Personal protective equipment
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Definition of 
Pesticide “USE”

“Use” means: 

• (a) pre-application activities involving mixing and 
loading a pesticide; 

• (b) applying a pesticide, including supervising the use 
of a pesticide by a noncertified applicator; 

• (c) other pesticide-related activities, including 
transporting or storing a pesticide container that has 
been opened, cleaning equipment, and disposing of 
any excess pesticide, spray mix, equipment wash 
water, a pesticide container, and other pesticide-
containing material; or 

• (d) recommending the use of a pesticide. 
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PESTICIDE USE
STORAGE
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Options
• Unused pesticides- if unopened contact 

dealer/manufacturer/formulator to return

• Obsolete pesticides – contact manufacturer/ formulator 
to determine if they have a program for recycling or  
destruction

• Rinsate- apply as directed on the label

• Excess tank mixes- apply as directed on the label



PESTICIDE USE
RINSATE AND EXCESS



Disposal
• Rinsate

• Excess tank mixes

• Pesticide Spills

These are considered hazardous waste, unmarked drums 
in some instances, could be combined with other 
materials like fertlizer, or adjuvants.  



Disposal
Contact Your Waste District or Town

• Products must be in their original 
container with a legible label

• A tank mixes, pesticide spill 
materials, or unmarked containers 
will be treated as hazardous waste
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PESTICIDE USE
CONTAINER MANAGEMENT



Professional use  EPA registered Pesticide Containers (Jugs 
and Drums)

Only containers free of residues and booklets 

Containers are recycled and do not end up in a landfill



Container Management

Collection of triple rinsed containers is free

Contractor receives request for collection 

Bail plastic at the point of collection

Call RPM Eco for pick up
Justin Geisinger
717-658-9660
jgeisinger@rpm.eco

Ag Container Recycling Council (ACRC) 

mailto:pgendron@rpm.eco
mailto:pgendron@rpm.eco
https://agrecycling.org/
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Pesticide Management Best Practices
Buying pesticides

• Pesticides must be registered for sale and use in Vermont

• Check your storage to determine if you have product on hand

• Review previous year’s use records to understand what you might 
need 

Properly triple rinse pesticide containers

• Store separately from pesticides and outside secondary 
containment areas

• schedule a pick-up, 877-535-0777



Pesticide Management Best Practices
Pesticides Storage

• In accordance with the label

• In the original labelled container

Periodically inspect your storage area

• Are all the products in your storage area 
registered for use in Vermont?

• Are there products with new use restrictions?

•  Never stockpile pesticides



Pesticide Management Best Practices

• Unopened products should be returned to 
dealer, manufacturers/formulators

• Obsolete products should be disposed of 
you can call a manufacturer to determine if 
they will take the product back

• Or dispose of them at your local solid waste 
management entity



QUESTIONS



THANK YOU

Stephanie Smith, Plant Industry, VAAFM
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