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	MEETING TIME RECORDS

	Called to Order:
	1:00 PM

	Meeting Adjourned:
	3:00 PM



	MEMBER ATTENDANCE

	Name of Regular/Alternate Member
	Status (Member or Alternate)
	Substituting For

	Sean Diehl
	Member, Chair
	

	Robert Kelm
	Member, Associate Chair
	

	Sherri Evans
	Alternate
	N/A

	Christopher Huston
	Member
	

	Donna Silver
	Alternate
	N/A

	Allison Falcone (V)
	Member, Interim BSO
	

	Jon Ramsey
	Member
	

	Emily Bruce
	Member
	

	Joshua Woolsey
	Member
	

	Jason Botten
	Member
	

	Nicole Podnecky (V)
	Member
	

	Joyce Oetjen (V)
	Alternate
	Leigh Knodler


IBC Staff Present: Linda Mei and Abbey Dattilio

(V)=Virtual Attendance

	MEMBER NOTES


Guest Lahue joined the meeting at 1:01 PM.
Dr. Podnecky left the meeting at 1:38 PM. 
Guest Mellas-Hulett left the meeting at 2:47 PM.
Dr. Botten left the meeting at 2:59 PM.
Guest Evans left the meeting at 2:59 PM.

	QUORUM INFORMATION

	Number of IBC members on the roster:
	12

	Number required for quorum:
	7



	OTHER INDIVIDUALS IN ATTENDANCE


Dorian Evans (EHS), Karrie Lahue (OACM), Elayna Mellas-Hulett (V) (LCOM), and Menelaos Symeonides (LCOM) (joined the meeting at 1:11 PM and left the meeting at 1:41 PM).

	[bookmark: _Hlk202429095]REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MEETING MINUTES


At 1:00 PM, there was consideration of the minutes from the January 13, 2026 meeting. Motion to approve by Member Kelm and Member Botten (10, 0, 0) as written. Drs. Diehl and Podnecky abstained from voting. 

	CONFLICT OF INTEREST


Committee members with a conflict of interest related to the review of a specific registration or registration amendment may not be involved in the review or approval of a project in which he or she has been or expects to be engaged or has a direct financial interest.

	[bookmark: _Hlk202429009]REVIEW OF PRIOR AND ONGOING IBC BUSINESS


Research Protections Office:
1. The second candidate interview for the research biosafety officer position went well, and a second interview will be scheduled. 
2. A newsletter has been sent out to the research community to remind researchers of the four-week lead time for submissions that require Full Committee Review by the IBC. 
3. A UVMClick refresher training has been conducted for EHS.

Environmental Health and Safety:
1. Dorian has been working with TSP regarding biosafety cabinets on campus and is now getting monthly updates on ways to communicate when any issues arise. 
2. The existing online bloodborne pathogen training will be updated with new links and documentation. 
3. EHS will be offering classroom BSL-2 trainings and the dates can be found on SciShield. EHS has also been working on creating shorter classroom BSL-2 training for personnel who need to retake it.
4. EHS has been reviewing the A/BSL-3 documents and simplifying the process. The necessary parties will be contacted to work on different aspects of the documents. 

	[bookmark: _Hlk202428922]NEW IBC REGISTRATIONS AND AMENDMENTS FOR REVIEW



1. Review of REG202500018

	Title:
	Symeonides Lab

	Investigator:
	Menelaos Symeonides

	Submission ID
	REG202500018

	Funding:
	Internal Funding



Committee Discussion: 
The initial submission and resubmission of this registration was reviewed at the November 11, 2025 and January 13, 2026 meetings, where the Committee voted to defer (table) them as they noted significant biosafety issues regarding the proposed PPE, training, and procedures, and a lack of clarity and details regarding the procedures as written. However, the Committee noted the investigator has made substantive modifications to the registration and SOPs with this resubmission, and many of the prior concerns have been properly addressed. Dr. Symeonides joined the meeting during the discussion of the resubmission and acknowledged the Committee’s comments and concerns. Dr. Symeonides will be asked to make a minor modification to the language used when spinning infectious HIV samples in shared spaces. In addition, the Committee has stipulated that ongoing post-approval monitoring will be conducted to ensure procedures are being performed as written and facility issues documented in prior inspections have been satisfactorily addressed.

[bookmark: _Hlk213159924]Motion: Modifications required

Biosafety Containment Level: BSL-2

NIH Guidelines Section: Sections III-D, III-D-1, III-E, III-E-1, III-F, III-F-1, and III-F-2

Training: All required IBC trainings have been completed by personnel.

Additional Safety Requirements: The Committee has stipulated that ongoing post-approval monitoring will be conducted to ensure procedures are being performed as written.

Votes:
For: 	9
Against: 	0
Recused: 	0
Abstained:	0

Dr. Podnecky left the meeting before voting of this submission. Dr. Oetjen voted in place of Dr. Knodler.

2. Review of REG202500013

	Title:
	Honce BSL-2

	Investigator:
	Rebekah Honce

	Submission ID
	REG202500013

	Funding:
	National Institutes of Health/NIH



Committee Discussion: 
This new registration focuses on surveillance of reservoir hosts of zoonotic viruses to determine virus prevalence, and aims to study the host-virus responses to gauge potential host spillovers. Surveillance will be performed in wild small mammal populations to examine arenavirus and hantavirus (BSL-3) prevalence, and in agricultural herds of cattle and chicken for influenza (BSL-2/3) serology. Tissues from trapped whole small mammals will be harvested, as well as tissue samples from agricultural herd animals for serology and other basic diagnostics to determine appropriate biosafety containment. 

The Committee noted some inconsistencies between the registration and SOPs and required clarifications for the setup of the spaces for handling isolates, the protocol for destroying/moving RG3 positive specimens, and decontamination methods. The Committee has stipulated that a satisfactory on-site risk assessment must be completed before approval is granted.

Motion: Modifications required

Biosafety Containment Level: BSL-2

NIH Guidelines Section: Sections III-D, III-E, III-F

Training: All required IBC trainings have been completed by personnel.

Additional Safety Requirements: The on-site risk assessement has not been conducted by the biosafety officer yet, and the Committee has stipulated that approval will be held until a satisfactory risk assessment has been completed. 

Votes:
For: 	8
Against: 	0
Recused: 	0
Abstained:	1

Dr. Podnecky left the meeting before voting of this submission. Dr. Oetjen voted in place of Dr. Knodler. Dr. Botten abstained from voting.

	[bookmark: _Hlk202429255]REVIEW OF INCIDENTS



None.

	REVIEW OF NONCOMPLIANCE


None.

	COMPLETED INSPECTIONS SINCE LAST MEETING



None.
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