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Welcome to the new VVBGA website!   vvbga.org

Not signed on yet? It’s easy to 
create an account!

https://vvbga.org/


Once you’re logged in, renew your VVBGA membership to access the programs! 

Please join! Membership:

• Offers you access to all 

VVBGA programs

• Supports research 

• Provides you with a 

network of growers in the 

industry

Reduced membership rates 

are available if it poses a 

financial hardship.



Your own customized farm dashboard—easy to navigate!





Since growing and selling produce so fun and easy on its own…  
Why Participate in CAPS?

Catamount Farm



CAPS… to build Market Integrity and 
Reduce Risk



AND…CAPS Is focused on multiple benefits of 
dialing-in “Lean and Clean” Production Flow



CAPS helps Dial in Efficient and Clean Systems

• Produce Safety Plan 
and Map

• Water and Manure 
Management

• Employee Training

• Healthy Routines
• Wash/pack Daily Reset

• Bin Management and 
Cleaning

• Leafy Crop Production 
Flow



Dial-in Set Up

Salad Mix at Footprint Farm



Dial-In Daily Reset Routine—and get all farm workers 
on the same page

BEFORE LEAVING…Make it LOOK LIKE THIS:
Daily Post Session Reset—Make it 
look like the picture! (10 min)-

1. Drain tanks, empty cull bucket
2. Clean bins (see bin SOP) and 
3. Tidy and put away all tools and 

equipment.
4. Sweep & Spray down all surfaces
5. Scrub with detergent, as needed, to 

remove all visible dirt or biofilm, 
from contact surfaces.

6. Rinse surfaces Evening Song Farm



Dial-in Cleaning and management of tools 
and food contact surfaces
Daily bin clean Reset—
Make it look like the 
picture! (10 min)-
1. Brush out and spray rinse all 

bins outside on the spray 
tables

2. Spot-Scrub with detergent, 
as needed, to remove all 
visible dirt or biofilm, from 
surfaces.

3. Spray-rinse all bins outside 
on the spray tables, off 
ground, on pallet outside, or 
on plastic table under shed 
roof.

Blais Farm



Employee Training and Bonding

Pre-COVID
Post-COVID!

Dennison Farm



How To Participate in 
CAPS?

• Draft plan at vvbga.org by 
April 1. 

• $100 fee for cert. farms-
Scholarships available.

• Review, Revise and Finalize 
plan, by early summer.

• Submit additional verification 
documents  during season 
and/or by November 1, 
depending on program.



Introducing on-line soil health planning and recordkeeping 



Recordkeeping can help repeat successes and avoid challenges



Planning and recordkeeping can save you money…



…and improve crop quality and yields



Recordkeeping can 
help you comply 
with regulations 

(RAPs)



Maintain soil test records

Make a soil amendment plan on line

Track fertility inputs and cover crops 

Document soil health concerns

Easy sharing and access to records

Same site as VVBGA & CAPS—if you are 

already signed up, you can use anytime

New VVBGA soil health site makes it easy!



For each field, input information



Quick input for acres planted, cash 
crop, and easy upload of soil tests 

annually for each field or greenhouse



Create amendment plans for each field

Or upload your 
own plans

Easy to record multiple 
amendments for each field



Then record what you actually do!

Or upload your 
own records

Easy to record multiple 
amendments for each field

And make note of 
crazy weather!



Then record what you actually do!

Or upload your 
own records

Easy to record multiple 
amendments for each field

And make note of 
crazy weather!



Don’t forget to cover crop!

And credit 
contributions 

from last year’s!



Use photos and notes to document 
erosion or any other concerns



Maintain multiple years of records on line

And export as a 
spreadsheet

Share your soil health plan 
with advisors, fertilizer 

dealers, farm partners, etc. 



How to participate in soil health planning? 

Use any time; no 

deadlines

If you are already a 

member farm, click 

“soil health”, then 

“add a new field”



Thank you!

Hans Estrin -- CAPS
Hans.Estrin@uvm.edu

Becky Maden – Soil Health
Rebecca.maden@uvm.edu

Thanks to Tamarack Media 
for website build and design!

We want your feedback—please try the site!
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