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Committee Membership



Exception from Informed Consent in 
Emergency Research- EFIC
• How are emergency research studies unique?  Emergency research involves the most 

vulnerable population of study participants, i.e., a population with no capacity to control 
what happens to them and no capacity to consent, in a setting where the emergency 
circumstances require prompt action and generally provide insufficient time and 
opportunity to locate and obtain consent from each participant’s legally authorized 
representative.  To protect these vulnerable subjects, 21 CFR 50.24 places additional 
responsibilities on parties involved with such research, including sponsors, clinical 
investigators, and IRBs.  

• This year UVM and UVMMC, in collaboration with the Emergency Department, approved 
the first EFIC trial for pain management in trauma patients in the field.  

• As EFIC trials require public consultation, do not be surprised to see discussions about this 
trial in your area, perhaps through social media, the local library, or Church socials.  



Process Advances



Technical Advances



Quality Assurance Visits



IRB Training & Outreach



IACUC/IRB/CSC Training & Outreach



Single IRB Reliance Numbers

21%

17%
62%

Types of External IRBs UVM 
Relied on in 2024

University Commercial Gov't (NCI)



Single IRB Is it Better?
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*NCI CIRB timeline data not readily available, but Local Context review 
tends to be much shorter, there is no review of local documents by sIRB, 
and the biggest contribution to total time in review is waiting for local 
ancillary review completion.
**The 82-day local context review number was an outlier and was 
associated with UVM’s first Exception from Informed Consent for 
Emergency Research (EFIC) trial which required review by UVMMC’s EFIC 
Advisory Committee.



UVM as the Single IRB



UVM Health Network Affiliates



AAALAC Accreditation



Number of Submissions

Colleges with 1% or less have been combined under “other.”

260, IBC

314, IACUC

2148, IRB Medical

709, IRB Behavioral

40, IRB Safety 35, External IRB

All Submissions Received by Each Committee

IBC IACUC IRB-Medical IRB-Behavioral IRB-Safety External IRB



Ongoing Projects and New Initiatives in 2025

IRB for UVM Health 
Network sites continues

UVM’s IRB becoming an 
IRB of record for grant 
funded protocols

New IBC regulatory 
requirement regarding DURC 
and PEPP effective May 2025

Artificial Intelligence in 
Human Subject Research 
– Ensuring Protections

AAALAC Accreditation – 
Triennial Site Visit



For questions or feed back about this report contact:

Donna Silver, CIP, Director
Research Protections Office
University of Vermont
213 Waterman Building
85 South Prospect Street
Burlington, VT 05405
Donna.Silver@uvm.edu

Office Contact List 
https://www.uvm.edu/rpo/contact-us

mailto:Donna.Silver@uvm.edu
https://www.uvm.edu/rpo/contact-us
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