
Global Health 
Program Overview 
M4 Elective, 2026-27

Presenter
Presentation Notes
GH Academy | Nuvance Health Global Health



“Medical students who have completed an international clinical 
rotation may learn to more readily recognize disease presentations, 
develop more comprehensive physical exam skills and approach 
patients with greater cultural sensitivity – all attributes that make for 
becoming better clinicians.”
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“Certainly not all is bad in global health, but the bad seems to be far less talked 
about than the good.
At its worst, global health today is a self-congratulatory neocolonial machine in 
which doctors, professors, researchers and others from wealthy places with 
abounding privilege are further exalted because they are doing work that their 
Global South counterparts do as part of their everyday lives with little to no 
recognition. At its best, it is a humble attempt to equal the playing field of life 
between North and South by trying to unravel the tightly bound chains of 
colonialism.”
 -Dr. Abraar Karan, “It’s Time to End the Colonial Mindset in Global Health”
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DR- Requires Spanish proficiency.
Uganda- Review risks related to LGBTQAI+  laws
India- currently on hold

UVM students/faculty are most familiar with Uganda, DR, Zim, Vietnam. More limited experience with Botswana and Thailand.  Philippines and Armenia are new sites that we do not currently have experience with sending trainees and will rely on Nuvance support for pre departure support.



Immersion: Homestay Model
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Homestay available in the Dominican Republic and Uganda (for rotations in Kampala).

The Global health placement at Uganda offers a home stay model which places a strong emphasis on cultural integration, emotional support and mentorship, and the development of cultural competency by placing visiting students in the household of a local faculty member to share meals and experiences with the host family.
Clockwise from the left: 
The home for the hosting family: Dr. Sam Luboga and his family host the global health scholars. Dr. Luboga is a retired lecturer at Makerere University. He also doubles as a reverend and a counsellor.  He is the founder and director of St. Stephen’s hospital (a community hospital) located in Mpererwe, a suburb town of Kampala. The GH participants have access to these beautiful and clean residences. There is access to a reliable water supply. 
Center Middle: The picture shows Dr. Luboga and his family, hosting a dinner with the GH Director and several GH scholars from WCHN & UVCOM. GH participants will always have dinner with the host family. During this time, they will be taught the local language, Luganda. They will also be told about the Ugandan culture. Participants will have a chance to go through their daily challenges and distresses and Dr. Luboga will offer mentoring, psychosocial support and counselling. 
Top Middle: The picture shows Dr. Bryce Blutovich visiting Makerere International Office with 

Ref:
Chia D, Sadigh M, Goller T, et al. A homestay model for global health and medical education in resource-limited settings. Med Sci Educ. 2015;25(3):317–21. 
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Orientation 
& Training 
Resources
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Site specific participant’s guide cover all the information you may require for the elective. It is the most comprehensive travel guide you can have. 
	Your safety is of utmost importance for us. Therefore, we designed site specific, safety guides. The safety guides are pretty accurate. More than 50 individuals have participated in designing the safety guides.
	The participant’s and safety guides updated annually and can be downloaded from our website www.nuvanceglobalhealth.org

 




Global Health Program 

Airfare from JFK to 
International Site

Registration/Tuition 
Fees for rotation 

($5,000)*

Administrative 
Support at UVM 
and International 

Sites

Ground 
transportation from 

Airport to site 
(except Vietnam)

Accommodation at 
site (shared)

Evacuation 
coverage covered 

by UVM

Capacity 
development for 

faculty at host sites



Student Responsibilities
• Complete Forms
• Connecting travel to/from JFK
• Passport valid >6 months 
• Visa (depending on country)
• Health Insurance
• Travel Insurance (should you want it)
• Travel Clinic
• Medications including vaccination, PEP, malaria prophylaxis
• Change fees for flights etc. if you change plans/itinerary
• In country daily travel (taxi, Uber, etc.)
• Laundry, Food outside of host family.



Elective Requirements

Pre departure meetings and self-directed learning

Reflections (Pre, weekly during rotation and post)

Successful completion of rotation (6 weeks)

Debrief

Help prepare future participants!



Next steps?

*support for rotations subject to change

Online Application

TA Application 
DUE

February, 2026

General 
Applications Due 

March, 2026

Link to application Interviews with 
Faculty

Funded Positions 
offered*  

https://www.jotform.com/build/252236289401051


What are we 
looking for?

Teaching Assistant Opportunity for joining the 
M1 Summer Elective in July 2026

Contact us if interested!



http://tommclaughlin.blogspot.com/2011/11/change-course-or-collapse-choose.html

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Timing of elective is flexible.  There is generally more capacity at our partner host sites than gets filled.

Most students choose to travel between January and end of April.  Please avoid the Match Week!

http://tommclaughlin.blogspot.com/2011/11/change-course-or-collapse-choose.html
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