
​Assignment Template: Cover a game with instant​
​analysis using copy blocks​

​The Center for Community News’ mission is to grow and support partnerships between college​
​reporting programs and local news outlets. CCN has created a series of sample templates for​
​faculty to give to students to contribute local news to their community. Faculty are welcome to​
​use any and all of these and amend them as they see fit for their classes. This template has​
​been developed by John Affleck, the Knight Chair in Sports Journalism and Society and Director​
​of the John Curley Center for Sports Journalism at Penn State​​.​

​Notes for Faculty​

​WHAT:​​Gamers once were the way that fans actually​​found out who won a game. (See the​
​template on “Covering a game” for more details.)​

​But valuable as gamers are, in the age of streaming, most major college and pro games can be​
​found somewhere on the internet or in the App-verse. So emphasis has shifted in the last​
​decade toward instant analysis. The real trick here is not to slip into broad, obvious opinion that​
​enlightens no one but go with key facts, moments and enlightening quotes or stats. It’s still the​
​hard news of the game but delivered in such a way that the piece cuts even more directly to​
​what the fan needs to know about the game and makes the journalist more valuable. The​
​journalists are helping to fill in the background for people who want to have coffee, watercooler​
​or sports bar conversations with their friends.​

​It usually has three or five copy blocks.​

​HOW:​​This format is everywhere on web sites and apps​​these days. Think of the “Five things you​
​need to know” stories to start the day. “Here’s the news you missed this weekend.” That kind of​
​thing. In this case, it’s “Three Things To Know About Big State’s 63-7 Win Over Small School.”​

​●​ ​The set up is basically the same as the traditional gamer. Get the students to a game,​
​preferably where stats are available or they can take them (but if they are unfamiliar with​



​that skill, it might be better to take what’s provided).​
​●​ ​This time, when all the reporting is over, the students write a headline and an​

​introductory paragraph.​
​DATELINE, Pa. _ Here are three takeaways, following So and So’s 87-78 win over​
​Such and Such on Thursday.​

​●​ ​Then it’s a few copy blocks, focusing on stars, key plays, controversy. For each block, the​
​student writes everything they want to say about that subject and then they are done​
​with it. The next block is a new subject. I separate the items with sub heads.​

​●​ ​Facts, not opinion. The judgment comes in the choice of what to write about. So this …​
​Good Pitching​
​Sam Shackleton (8-2) threw seven innings of no-hit ball in just 67 pitches as he​
​struck out 12 as he won his sixth straight start.​

​Not …​
​Sam Shackleton was literally on fire. No one could hit him.​

​●​ ​Final thoughts. For students who are sports-familiar this can be an easy story to​
​assemble, so think about keeping the deadline very tight. Perhaps an hour after the end​
​of the news conferences. And lastly, if students can learn this format with sports, it will​
​help them in producing advances ahead of a game (“Five Things To Watch For” / “Five​
​Keys To The Game”).​

​EXAMPLE STORIES:​
​Five takeaways from Michigan State football's win over Youngstown State​​, by Andrew Brewster,​
​Spartans Wire, Sept. 13, 2025​

​About CCN​

​The​​Center for Community News​​at UVM is a nonpartisan​​nonprofit that is working to grow and​
​strengthen university-led reporting programs around the country, to create a more sustainable​
​future for local news outlets and the communities they serve.​

https://spartanswire.usatoday.com/story/sports/college/spartans/football/2025/09/13/five-takeaways-from-michigan-states-win-over-youngstown-state/86142740007/
https://www.uvm.edu/ccn


​Assignment: Cover a game​

​Instructions​

​Step 1:​​Attend a game. As a class, we’ll all go to​​the same game together. Before we go, do​
​some preliminary research. Read the game notes and look for any articles that may be​
​published about the matchup in advance.​

​Step 2:​​During the game, take notes. Pay attention​​to what’s happening on the field, including​
​which players are involved with goals or other key moments. Attend any post-game press​
​conferences.​

​Step 3:​​When all the reporting is over, write a headline​​and an introductory paragraph.​
​DATELINE, Pa. _ Here are three takeaways, following So and So’s 87-78 win over​
​Such and Such on Thursday.​

​Step 4:​​Now, write a few copy blocks, focusing on​​stars, key plays, controversy. For each block,​
​write everything you want to say about that subject and then be done with it. The next block is a​
​new subject. Separate the items with sub heads. Focus on facts, not opinion. For example, this:​

​Good Pitching​
​Sam Shackleton (8-2) threw seven innings of no-hit ball in just 67 pitches as he​
​struck out 12 as he won his sixth straight start.​

​Not …​
​Sam Shackleton was literally on fire. No one could hit him.​

​Word Count:​​200-300 words​

​Deadline: __________​


