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Provide an overview of 
Brightspace's navigation & features

Highlight some Brightspace features that are 
aligned with equitable teaching principles

Outline concrete next steps

Address general questions

Goals for the Session



What Can You Do with Brightspace?
• Brightspace Feature Overview
• But Wait, There's More!

Finding Your Way In Brightspace 
A Quick Tour: Course Home Page, Table of Contents, &  Finding Course Tools

Equity Principles & Brightspace Tools
• Creating a Welcoming Environment  - Announcements, Welcome Quiz
• Help Students Stay Organized – Calendar, Due Dates, Completion Tracking 
• Improve Accessibility Course Materials Using Ally

Concrete Next Steps & Questions



Tools for quizzes, tests, assignments, and discussions

Customizable gradebook

Ability to provide text (inline comments & rubric), audio, and video feedback 

Tools to help students stay organized such as Calendar, Checklists and Completion 
Tracking

Ability for you to experience your course as a student, using the Student View 
Account feature

Accessibility features to help identify and correct inaccessible course materials

Integrated with UVM’s Student Information System



iClicker (sync data from class session to Grades)

Yellowdig 

Gradescope 

Perusall

TurnItIn 

Respondus Lockdown Browser & Monitor

Publisher's Building Blocks 

Ally 











• Creating a Welcoming Environment - 
Announcements, Syllabus Quiz

• Help Students Stay Organized – Calendar, Due Dates, 
Completion Tracking, Checklist

• Improve Course Accessibility Using Ally
Artze-Vega, I., Darby, F., Dewsbury, B., Imad, M., 
2023, The Norton Guide to Equity Minded 
Teaching, p.xxii.

"Educational equity recognizes that each student is starting 
from a different place and that many of the teaching 
practices that may have worked for us when we were 
students are not serving our current students well."



"If you do nothing else to help your students realize 
that you absolutely think they belong and will support 
them, tell them so. State clearly from the start that 
they unequivocally belong, that you're glad they're in 
your class, and you'll advocate for them. That direct 
communication will immediately alleviate some of the 
uncertainty and anxiety most of them feel on Day 1."

Sending students regular Brightspace Announcements 
is one small way to help cultivate a welcoming 
environment and a sense of belonging. 

Artze-Vega, I., Darby, F., Dewsbury, B., Imad, M., 
2023, The Norton Guide to Equity Minded 
Teaching, p.129.









Using Brightspace Quizzes 
to Get to Know Your Students

Syllabus Quiz Example Questions

1. Which two learning objectives are you most looking forward to 
working on in the course? Please choose why you chose those two 
objectives.

2. How do you get in touch with the course instructor? (provide multiple 
choice options)

3. Do you see any barriers to you completing any of the course 
assignments? If yes, please explain.

4. Do you have any questions about the course after reading the 
syllabus? If you do, I will be in touch with answers.

5. Is there anything you would like me to know about your learning 
preferences that will help me maximize your learning in this course?



"As students become more aware of their individual 
metacognitive process, they are able to more 
deliberately access strategies that stimulate internal 
question and self-monitoring, both of which are 
associated with intrinsic motivation and learning."

Part of metacognitive development is monitoring and 
planning for learning. Brightspace tools can support 
students in developing these skills. 

Artze-Vega, I., Darby, F., Dewsbury, B., Imad, M., 
2023, The Norton Guide to Equity Minded 
Teaching, p. 133.



Brightspace Features: Calendar, Due Dates, Completion Tracking

Calendar 
• Highly visible (on Course Home Page)
• Consolidates due dates for your course (and their 

relationship to other courses' due dates)
• Tools for personal tasks

Due Dates
• Ubiquitous throughout Brightspace
• Automatically published to Calendar

Completion Tracking 
• Intent is to help students monitor their own progress
• Instructor & Student views



Student View: Completion Tracking



Settings for Completion Tracking
1. Course Level

2. “Item” Level



Completion Tracking



Why is accessibility important?

Recognizing accessibility as a social trend encourages 
educators to integrate accessibility considerations from the 
outset of course development, rather that retrofitting 
solutions for specific disabilities.

When accessibility is a core principle, it benefits not just 
students with disabilities, but all learners by creating more 
user-friendly and engaging courses.

Use Ally to improve the accessibility of your 
Brightspace course. Artze-Vega, I., Darby, F., Dewsbury, B., Imad, M., 

2023, The Norton Guide to Equity Minded 
Teaching.



What Is Ally ?

Ally is a content accessibility service that guides instructors on how to improve 
the accessibility of their course content. Ally also automatically checks for 
accessibility issues and generates alternative accessible formats for students. 
Additionally, instructors can use Ally to generate an accessibility report for a 
course.

1. Alternative Formats (Students)
2. Accessibility Checker (Instructors)
3. Ally Course Report (Instructors)



Instructor Tools 





Student File Download Options 



1. Upload your syllabus

2. Set up your Gradebook before adding graded assessments

3. Hide Content While Building Your Course – Look for the eye

4. Make Your Course Available Under Course Tools

5. Contact CTL to learn more!

Attend a Brightspace workshop
Schedule a consult



Aug 20 – Brightspace Setting Up the Grade Book

Aug 21–  Brightspace Quick Start, Assignments

Aug 22 – Brightspace Quizzes

Aug 25 – Brightspace Quick Start, Discussions

Aug 26 – Brightspace Setting Up the Grade Book

Aug 27 – Brightspace Course Design

Aug 28 – Brightspace Quizzes

Aug 29  – Brightspace Assignments
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