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FSNE Policy Update: New England,
Global Priorities & a New National
Strategy for Ending Hunger &
Promoting Good Nutrition

Contributed by Karen Nordstrom, FSNE Policy Network Manager

Key Messages from the State of Food Security and Nutrition in the World 2022 (the SOFI report)
reiterate that rising world hunger and the prevalence of undernourishment have been exacerbated
by Covid 19 and have worsened economic inequalities. Inflation and the economic impacts of
measures put in place to contain the pandemic have also led to a lack of food affordability across

the globe.

With these complications, the SOFI report indicates that food and agriculture policies must be re-
examined, particularly those associated with trade and market interventions, as well as fiscal

subsidies. Further, it identifies a need for solid institutions to engage and incentivize stakeholders

from the public and private sectors, and international organizations to repurpose policy supports to
make food less costly and more affordable for those most at risk. Intersectional policies in the
environment, health, transportation, and energy sectors will be needed to increase the availability of nutritious foods to consumers,
with corresponding food system policies in the social protection and health sectors to protect the most vulnerable, especially

women and children.

In response to the SOFI report, FIAN International issued a press release arguing that its annual assessment of progress towards
meeting the 2030 zero hunger target of the UN Sustainable Development Goals “paid too little attention to the structural causes of
hunger and malnutrition, and the recurrent global food price crisis.” Perpetual power imbalances between industry actors and local
communities were not addressed, particularly with regard to repurposing supply chain subsidies, nor does the report “propose
profound food systems transformations towards food sovereignty and agroecology.” FIAN pressed for a “genuine transformation”

that requires “systemic changes” in the economic systems that perpetuate corporate control over unsustainable food systems.


https://foodsolutionsne.org/
https://www.fao.org/3/cc0639en/online/sofi-2022/key-messages.html
https://fian.org/en/press-release/article/sofi-2022-misses-underlying-causes-of-increasing-hunger-and-fails-to-propose-real-solutions-2987
https://sdgs.un.org/goals
https://foodsolutionsne.org/category/climate-resilience/
https://foodsolutionsne.org/category/food-justice-equity/
https://foodsolutionsne.org/category/food-policy-democratic-empowerment/

In America, the recent White House Conference on Hunger, Nutrition, and Health put forth a national strategy to eradicate hunger
and nutrition-related health disparities. The strategy involves local and State, Territory, and Tribal governments; Congress and the
Federal Government; the public and private sectors; philanthropy; academia; and food supply chain workers. It addresses the

following five pillars:

« Improve Food Access and Affordability

Integrate Nutrition and Health

« Empower All Consumers to Make and Have Access to Healthy Choices

Support Physical Activity for All
« Enhance Nutrition and Food Security Research

NPR published these Key Takeaways from Biden’s Conference on Hunger and Nutrition in America, noting Biden’s goal to end
hunger in America by 2030 through proposed legislation, regulatory changes, and public-private partnerships. This goal includes a
push for Congress to permanently extend the child tax credit, raise the minimum wage, expand nutrition assistance programs,

initiate front-of-package nutrition labeling, and set in motion healthcare programs to cover medically tailored meals.

Prior to the Conference, the Task Force on Hunger, Nutrition, and Health — a nongovernment, nonpartisan group of subject matter
experts and multi-sector leaders — prepared this report that outlined a series of policy recommendations and actions to advance
the goals of the conference. These consensus-driven recommendations responded to listening sessions and letters from strategy
group organizations, proposing 30 policy recommendations within the following six domains of action (See table 1.). In all, the

report comprised “a bold, high-impact agenda for a 21st-century food system that is resilient, equitable, and nutrition-focused.”

Table 1. Task Force on Hunger, Nutrition, and Health: Policy Domains and Examples.

Federal Nutrition Programs | Leverage the power of federal nutrition programs
for communities impacted by poverty and income
disparities

Public Health and Nutrition | Investments in public health infrastructure

Education

Health Care Food as Medicine for preventing and treating
diet-related illness

Research and Science Advancing science through a national program for
federal nutrition research

Food Business and Increase the number of small and mid-size farmers

Innovation growing specialty crops

Federal Coordination Allowing small and mid-sized farms to apply for
specialty crop grants

During a task force webinar, members advised that this conference should be a starting point to leverage change in the food
system. Some of the key levers presented in this visionary approach to programs and politics include: underscoring food as a
basic human right; transforming philanthropy; and applying interdisciplinary and participatory research in the fields of agroecology

and food sovereignty.

Given the current state of affairs— pandemic-related support is gone and food prices are soaring— Covid has redirected a focus
toward food supply chain resiliency. Research by Thilmany et al. (2020) demonstrated that local and regional food systems were
“nimble and connected’ and “facilitated innovation” through “shorter chains and smaller operations.” In New England, local and

regional food systems innovation during Covid 19 occurred in response to market demand and policy changes.


https://health.gov/our-work/nutrition-physical-activity/white-house-conference-hunger-nutrition-and-health
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/White-House-National-Strategy-on-Hunger-Nutrition-and-Health-FINAL.pdf
https://health.gov/sites/default/files/2022-08/WHCHNH_White%20House%20Satellite%20Events%20Toolkit_UPDATED_2022.8.26.pdf
https://www.npr.org/2022/09/28/1125575122/biden-hunger-america-conference
https://informingwhc.org/
https://informingwhc.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/Informing_White_House_Conference_Task_Force_Report_Aug22-Executive-Summary.pdf

Lessons from Covid 19 have brought greater attention and awareness to local and regional food supply chain resiliency
throughout the region. Currently, and well underway, is New England Feeding New England, a research project that will (in part)
inform a regional update to the New England Food Vision. The regional policy actions presented in Table 2 showcase the range of

food systems adjustments and reforms being undertaken throughout the region.

Table 2. Regional Policy Examples in Relation to Ending Hunger and Improving Nutrition.

CT CT increases food assistance for working families

MEEnding Hunger by 2030 and Universal Free School Meals

The MA Food System Collaborative submitted this letter to President Biden to inform the White House Conference, and provides Cu

MA
Legislative Activity
NHUSDA Awards 900K to the NH Food Bank for New Hampshire Feeding New Hampshire

Rl Food Policy Council coordinates the state’s Hunger Elimination Task Force and created a comprehensive database outlining Covi

policy responses for food systems resilience and justice

A Food Security Plan is underway through Vermont Farm to Plate and Hunger Free Vermont works tirelessly in support of universal f

school meals

To build on these change efforts, and to keep the conference momentum moving, the question that remains is- what needs to be
done to steer policy, administration, and governance, along with regional food systems research, in order to transform New
England'’s food system? For one, we could consider using the John Hopkins Center for a Livable Future Nutrition and Health Food
Systems Dashboard. The Dashboard presents 42 policies and actions for healthier diets that are divided into the following
categories: agriculture, international trade; research, processing, technology; supply chain infrastructure; financial actions; public
institution actions; business incentives; regulations and laws; education and public awareness; and national guidelines. Another
valuable resource in this endeavor is Middlebury Professor Molly Anderson’s visionary suggestion that we bring food into the
commons in order to support food system resilience while responding to human rights. As these, there are many other initiatives
that can deepen and expand our learning. Please contact me to share other resources, events, and/or promising initiatives that

you would like to lift up!
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https://nefoodsystemplanners.org/
https://www.nefoodvision.org/where-are-we-now.php
https://portal.ct.gov/Office-of-the-Governor/News/Press-Releases/2022/09-2022/Governor-Lamont-Announces-Increase-in-Food-Assistance-for-Connecticut-Residents-Beginning-October-1
https://www.maine.gov/dacf/about/commissioners/endhunger/index.shtml#roadmap
https://www.npr.org/2022/08/31/1120223479/maine-makes-free-school-lunches-permanent-after-federal-funding-ends
https://mafoodsystem.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/WHhungerletter.pdf
https://mafoodsystem.org/projects/current-legislative-activity/
https://mafoodsystem.org/projects/current-legislative-activity/
https://nhfoodbank.org/usda-nh-feeding-nh-program/
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1ejDsZF9Y54AfNgSnhZrU0vxAaJaMvowo/edit#gid=1713699770
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1ejDsZF9Y54AfNgSnhZrU0vxAaJaMvowo/edit#gid=1713699770
https://www.vtfarmtoplate.com/stories/vermont-food-security-plan
https://www.foodsystemsdashboard.org/information/policies-and-actions
https://www.foodsystemsdashboard.org/information/policies-and-actions
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2590332221000658
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2590332221000658
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2590332221000658
mailto:?subject=Check%20out%20-%20FSNE%20Policy%20Update:%C2%A0%20New%20England,%20Global%20Priorities%20&%20a%20New%20National%20Strategy%20for%20Ending%20Hunger%20&%20Promoting%20Good%20Nutrition&body=You%20can%20see%20it%20live%20here%20https://foodsolutionsne.org/fsne-policy-update-new-england-global-priorities-a-new-national-strategy-for-ending-hunger-promoting-good-nutrition/?utm_source=sharemail.%20%20Made%20by%20Food%20Solutions%20New%20England%20https://foodsolutionsne.org%20.
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