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Attendees of Agronomy Field Days and Winter

Conferences learned to identify pests, purchase
certified seed and resistant varieties, adjust fertility,
and modify mechanical cultivation to minimize crop
impact by pests.

Participants in the Hop and Hemp Disease Survey
learned to scout for pests, identify pests, and adopt
IPM strategies. Scouting identified a new hemp flea
beetle pest causing severe damage to cones.

Participants in the Seed Quality Testing learned to
identify diseases, purchase certified seed and
resistant varieties, improve crop rotation and
cleaning, and segregate seed lots to improve
production and reduce risk to human health.

Pollinator Education Pest Assessment Plan and
event participants learned scouting, to minimize
movement of insecticide dust, and use seed not
treated with neonicotinoids to enhance and protect
pollinators in agronomy crops.

One Hop Disease Survey farm
adopted a new IPM program to
effectively manage Alternaria

cone disease while reducing

pesticide applications by 50%

%
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Attendees of Apple & Grape Extension, Outreach
and Education events adopted IPM practices
including comprehensive pest monitoring to
improve pest identification, timing, and decrease
pesticide use. Changing these behaviors increased
confidence in making pest management decisions.

Participants in the Orchard Scouting Network
received in-depth consultations on production
issues. Scouting results reported in program
newsletters provided IPM guidance to growers
throughout the state.

The Grape 'Natural” Production Evaluation
included mineral fungicides, biofungicides,
biodynamic preparations, and other pest
management alternatives. Results shared with
growers and published in journal articles improved
understanding of emerging pest management
systems throughout the region.
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Greenhouse IPM

Attendees of Tri-State IPM Workshops adopted
IPM practices including scouting and identification
of pests, biocontrol agents, and abiotic symptoms;
use of biocontrol, biopesticides, reduced-risk
pesticides, and plant-mediated IPM systems; soil
and media testing; sanitation; and diagnostic
services. Changing these behaviors decreased
conventional synthetic pesticide use.

Participants in the IPM First program adopted IPM
practices including scouting and identification of
pests and biocontrol agents; use of biocontrol,
biopesticides, reduced-risk pesticides, and plant-
mediated IPM systems; and diagnostic services.
Many high tunnel growers utilized biocontrol
agents for the first time through the program.

Pollinator Habitat Plantings established at
greenhouse, high tunnel, and nursery sites provided
the public with educational signs and brochures.
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Community education

Students of the Master Gardener Course increased
their knowledge of IPM and made changes to the
way they garden or work with clients.

Clients of the Master Gardener Helpline (home
gardeners) adopted recommended IPM strategies
to manage their pest problem. Changing these
behaviors reduced pesticide use, saving up to
$137 average annually per client.

Students of the Master Gardener Advanced Training
Webinars learned new information about specific
garden IPM practices for pest, soil health, and
introduced species management; indigenous plant
use; and pollinator support. Sharing this knowledge
with the general public reduced the use of
pesticides in home gardens.

Pollinator Demonstration Gardens established and
maintained by Master Gardener volunteers
throughout the state provided workshops, tours,
and direct education for the public.

Gardening for Pollinators and
Beneficial Insects e-book is a

resource for home gardeners

published by Vermont Extension

Master Gardeners.




Assessing plant samples

Attendees of Plant Diagnostic Clinic events
increased knowledge of pests and IPM strategies for
small fruit and vegetable crops, including high
tunnel winter greens and tomatoes. Adoption of
these strategies reduced pesticide use and
increased farm profits.

Clients of the Plant Diagnostic Clinic (commercial
growers) adopted IPM practices as a result of the
diagnosis and recommendations. Changing these
behaviors reduced pesticide use, saving up to
$600 average annually per client.

Participants in the Northeast Small Fruit and
Vegetable Working Group developed priorities for
small fruit and vegetable crop production
specialists, extension educators, agricultural service
providers, and non-profit agricultural educators to
promote IPM education, research, and regulations
throughout the region.

Certification Workshop

Attendees of Pesticide Certification Meetings
learned IPM practices including pesticide
compatibility, avoiding herbicide resistance,
rodenticide use standards, PPE and respirator
safety, and Worker Protection Standards.
Applicators were better prepared to take
certification exams and maintain certification.

The Pesticide Applicator Newsletter increased
awareness of pesticide regulations and IPM

practices to allow pesticides to be used more safely.

IPM and Pesticide Basics presentations introduced
pesticide regulations, reading labels, biopesticides,
and exposure and risk to home gardeners to reduce
the use of pesticides.

Pollinator IPM Training participants increased
knowledge of reducing pesticide risk and drift, state
rules, and IPM practices to protect pollinators.
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The IPM: Integrated Pest Management
brochure is an introductory resource

for home gardeners published by
Vermont Extension Master Gardener in
collaboration with the Vermont Extension

Pesticide Safety Education Program.




