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Understanding the
relationship between
tree size and yield

By TIMOTHY PERKINS, MARK ISSELHARDT,
ABBY VAN DEN BERG
UV'M Proctor Mapie Research Center and UVM Mapie Esctension,
University of Viermont Underbill Crr., Vermont

There are several important factors that affect the yield of
sap from trees during the production season.

These genenally fall into four categories: tree characteris-
tics, tapping, vacuum, and spout/tubing sanitation.

On tubing, it is sometimes difficult to observe the impacts
each of these has on sap yield, by doing controlled research
studies it is possible to discern the relationships among cer-
tain characteristics and practices.

In fact, some of the common sayings in the maple indus-
try such as “strive for five, no more than ten” and “5%
more sap for each 1" Hg vacuum” come directly from such
research.

One relationship that is sometimes overlooked is the one

With buckets, it was fairly easy to keep track of wees that
were good producers and those that didn't produce so well.

Please see TREE SIZE PG. 36 »
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