Growing a Global

Agritourism Network

Findings from Evaluations of Webinars and Conferences

Project Summary

An interdisciplinary team of researchers from the University of Vermont and Clemson
University utilized team science methods to understand how to enhance global
collaboration within the agritourism sector. The project included over 20 webinars and an
international conference, reaching over 3200 agritourism operators, business owners,
researchers, educators, and agritourism support professionals from 85 countries.
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Key Findings

Virtual and In-Person Events

Virtual and in-person events were equally
effective for sharing knowledge and
providing access to industry resources
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Methodology

In February 2023, a survey was sent to the
global agritourism community (n = 2890). We
received 415 valid responses (14.4% response
rate).

e 147 respondents only attended events
virtually.

e 128 respondents only attended events in-
person.

e 74 respondents attended events in-person
and virtually

e 66 respondents did not attend events
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Binary logistic regression analyses were = In-person conference only

utilized to assess whether having an in-person
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Respondent Takeaways “Attending the conference in-
After the International Workshop on Agritourism person greatly contributed to
(September 2022), participants were invited to these [networking] benefits, |
share reflections on their in-person or virtual do not think | would have
experiences. These responses illustrate the made many connections as a
benefits of both in-person and virtual experiences. virtual attendee.”

- in-person attendee

“It gave me an

opportunity to attend the “[The virtual option]
workshop, when | could allowed me to *be
not gttend /n—persog due present’ on the days
to Visa challenges. that | couldn’t.”

- virtual attendee - in-person attendee

CLEMSON

This material is based upon work supported by the National Science Foundation under Grant No. 2122374. Funding was provided by
the Agriculture Marketing Resource Center (AgMRC), located at lowa State University, www.agmrc.org. AQMRC is a national website
dedicated to providing information to producers and service providers on value-added agriculture businesses. Issued in furtherance of
Cooperative Extension work, Acts of May 8 and June 30, 1914, in cooperation with the United States Department of Agriculture.
University of Vermont Extension, Burlington, Vermont. The University of Vermont is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer.

The University of Vermont

Recommended citation for this document: Whitehouse, C., Hollas, C.R., & Chase, L. Growing a Global Agritourism Network: Findings
from Evaluations of Webinars and Conferences. Burlington, VT: University of Vermont, 2024. https://go.uvm.edu/agritourism-network.
For more information, please contact Lisa Chase, lisa.chase@uvm.edu.



http://www.agmrc.org/
https://go.uvm.edu/agritourism-network
mailto:lisa.chase@uvm.edu

