North America Meeting of the Global Agritourism Network (GAN)
June 15, 2023

The first meeting of the North America region of the Global Agritourism Network (GAN) took place on Thursday, June 15, 2023. The
goal of the interactive Zoom meeting was to connect with others working in agritourism throughout North America and begin
developing a strategy for sharing resources, strengthening networks, and supporting agritourism throughout our region. The Zoom
meeting attracted 129 registrants and 65 live participants.

Scottie Jones of Farm Stay USA and Suzi Spahr of NAFDMA International Agritourism Association led the meeting, as co-chairs of
the North America region of GAN. Lisa Chase of University of Vermont Extension and Chair of GAN helped facilitate, along with
Chadley Hollas of Cultivating Tourism and Secretary of GAN and Claire Whitehouse of the University of Vermont Center for Rural
Studies. Three speakers gave overviews of agritourism in their respective countries:

e  Dr. Luis Alberto Morales of the San Quintin School of Engineering and Business of the Autonomous University of Baja California
in Mexico;

e  Christina Conell, Director of the USDA Agricultural Marketing Services Local and Regional Foods Division in the USA; and

e David Gillespie, Farmer and Chair of the Sustainable and Regenerative Agriculture and Agritourism Committee of the Global
Agritourism Network in Quebec, Canada.

After the overviews of Mexico, the US, and Canada, participants answered a series of polls and open-ended questions. The
following pages contain screenshots of the polls. The recording of the webinar and chat (with identifying information removed) are
online at Past Webinars | Vermont Tourism Research Center | The University of Vermont (uvm.edu).

The Global Agritourism Network welcomes everyone including farmers, ranchers, and other agricultural producers; researchers;
educators; community planners; government entities; agricultural service providers; development organizations; tour operators;
and more. By working together across professions, GAN aims to enhance the capacity of agritourism worldwide. Visit Global
Agritourism Network (GAN) Registration (google.com) to register and become a part of GAN.
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Describe yourself

Poll | 1 question | 47 of 53 (88%) participated

1. Describe yourself. Check all that apply. (Multiple Choice) *
47/47 (100%) answered

Farmer, Rancher (13/47) 28%

Extension, Service Provider (15/47) 32%

Non-profit (10/47) 21%
I

Government (11/47) 23%
L]

Educator (9/47) 19%
|

Researcher (16/47) 34%

Tourism Professional (17/47) 36%

Business Owner/Manager (18/47) 38%

Other (type into chat) (3/47) 6%



Challenges

Poll | 1 question | 37 of 56 (66%) participated

1. What are the great challenges for agritourism in Morth America? (Multiple Choice) *

37/37 (100%) answered

Marketing and communications

Regulations and zoning

Liability and safety

Insurance

Financing/funding

Institutional support for agritourism

Lack of data on agritourism and economic impacts

Other (type in chat)

Benefits

Poll | 1 question | 45 of 55 (81%) participated

1. How would you like to benefit from GAN Morth America? (Multiple Choice) *

45/45 (100%) answered

Make new contacts

Increase my knowledge about agritourism

Learn about resources

Learn about funding opportunities

Develop a sense of community

Other (type into chat)

{15/37) 41%

(25/37) 68%

(18/37) 49%

(15/37)41%

(13/37) 35%

(16/37)43%

(19/37)51%

(3/37) 8%

(29/45) 64%

(28/45) 62%

(33/45) 73%

(22/45) 49%

(27/45) 60%

(2/45) 4%



Contribute

Poll | 1 question | 39 of 56 (69%) participated

1. How can you confribute to GAMN MNorth America? (Multiple Choice) *

39/39 (100%) answered

Communications and marketing

Funding

Fesearch

Definitions and standards for agritourism

Policy and advocacy

Education and training

Event planning and hosting
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Other (type into chat)

Leadership level

Poll | 1 question | 35 of 56 (62%) participated

1. What level of leadership would you like to have in GAN Morth America? (Single Choice) *

35/35 (100%) answered

Lead a committee
|

Be an active member of a committee
|

Show up occasionally
1

I'm swamped -- | can't take on anything else
|

Other (add details in chat)

(14/309) 36%

(2/39) 5%

(17/39) 44%

(10/39) 26%

(7/33)18%

(19/39) 49%

(14/39) 36%

(13/39) 33%

(0/39) 0%

(3/353) 14%

(18/35) 51%

(10/35) 29%

(2/35) 6%

(0/35) 0%



Connect

Poll | 1 question | 44 of 58 (75%) participated

1. How would you like to connect with GAM MNorth America? (Multiple Choice) *

44744 (100%) answered

Quarterly meetings on Zoom (43/44) 98%

Emails from leadership (30/44) 58%

Listserv where anyone can email (22/44) 50%

Facebook group (15/44) 34%

In-person gatherings and farm tours (22/44) 50%

In-person meetings at existing agritourism conferences (29/44) 66%

Events calendar online 20/44) 45%

Other ideas? Type into chat! (17/44) 2%



