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Emigration from Belize since 1981

          By September 21st 1981, the day Belize gained its independence from Britain, thousands of Belizeans had already left the country for the United States and to a lesser extent other countries. With hundreds of  Belizean men having first emigrated to Panama (where they worked in the canal zone) in the early 1940s, Vernon (1990; 7) notes that the sustained flow of large numbers of Belizeans to the United States commenced during World War II. During WWII several hundred Belizean men were recruited to work in the United States (to meet labor shortages caused by the war), first in the southern U.S. and later in northern States like Massachusetts (Ashcraft, 1973: 56; Wade, 1986-87; Babcock, 2003)
. This flow continued through the 1950s spurred by unfavorable economic conditions in Belize (that started early in the decade after the 1949 devaluation of the Belizean dollar) (Setzekorn, 1981:212) and the pull of a booming American economy. 

         In the early 1960s there was every indication that sustained emigration would continue, especially because of one event in the history of Belize. In 1961 U.S. emigration picked up pace when Hurricane Hattie devastated British Honduras (namely Belize City) and in its offer of assistance the U.S. granted refugee status to many Belizeans. Hyde (1995:224) writes that the trickle of Belizean migrating to the United States in the 1950s broadened into a movement after the hurricane. Perhaps, the colonial government did not make such an offer of refugee assistance because at that time Britain was in the process of enacting immigration laws to restrict immigration from its colonies
. It is also important to note that while Belizean women were emigrating from the 1950s, this gendered emigration picked up pace in the 1960s (into the 1970s) lured by greater employment opportunities for women
. And by the 1970s several waves of Belizeans emigrated to the U. S.
 While a relatively small number migrated to the United States legally, the majority entered the U.S. surreptitiously “tru the back” or overstayed their visitor’s visa. Indeed, the country was in the midst of the last significant wave of U.S. emigration when Belize became independent.  

          The United States was the destination of choice for various reasons. First, there is the proximity of Belize to the U.S. Belizeans first traveled by sea to the United States on ships that docked at ports like New Orleans on the Gulf of Mexico. And when commercial air travel was inaugurated in the early 1950s, rather than a week by sea the U.S was no more than 3 hours away. This way of travel was not affordable for many Belizeans and was initially only for affluent Belizeans. In contrast, by the 1950s more Belizeans were traveling to the United States through Mexico; and by the end of the 1960s knowledge of Mexican road links increased emigration. Perhaps because of this proximity, although Belize was a British colony, the country has had historical ties with the United States. Being an English speaking country strengthened such ties. Correspondingly, the U.S has had a long involvement in the economy of Belize. Indeed by the early 20th century the Belizean economy was increasingly dependent on the United States rather than on Britain (Bolland 1986:30), and U.S. companies enjoyed considerable influence in local business circles (Grant, 1976). Correspondingly there has been greater trade between Belize and the U.S than Belize and Britain (Moberg, 1997:19; Shoman 1995:100). 

          Historical ties between countries tend to reduce cultural barriers and increase propensity to migrate (Fawcett and Arnold, 1987:462 & 463). In the case of Belize, the propensity to emigrate started with U.S. cultural influences largely replacing that of Britain by the early 20th century, especially in urban areas ([Bolland, 1988])
. This initially occurred through religious institutions, who’s influence (via Belize’s church State system of education) extended to Belizean educational institutions through textbooks and teachers. Correspondingly, there has been an expansion of information about America. Since the 1960s, this has occurred particularly through the U.S. mass media - in the form of television, radio, movies, music, magazines and newspapers - and the dissemination of commercial products. In the case of TV, 1981 was the year when Belize got access to American programming. Belizeans also learned more about the United States through Belizeans in the U.S. Most got a favorable impression of the country when they received letters that often contained money or packages (or barrels) that contained an array of consumer goods ranging from clothes to electronic products
. The stories returning Belizeans told added to the lure of America. Thus, English speaking Belizeans have culturally been significantly influenced by the United States, and this has resulted in many becoming more Americanized. These factors increased the propensity for Belizeans to migrate, especially those in from urban areas (Belize City and district town) where U.S. influences were greatest.

          Most important, Belizeans were migrating in search of a better life. By the late 1960s, Belize recovered from Hurricane Hattie and the economy of Belize had improved. But economically macro-level push and pull factors still spurred the emigration of Belizeans, namely to the United States. By the early 1970s the export of agricultural and marine products was playing a greater role in the economy. But in terms of push factors Belizeans emigrated because economic conditions in the country still resulted in: high unemployment, underemployment, and low wages (Shoman, 1995:295). In turn, there has been a general lack of reasonable prospects for mobility even for many with jobs
. This was especially true for urban areas, where emigration originated
. Correspondingly, they migrated to the U.S. because of better employment (and business) opportunities, higher wages, and a chance to advance occupationally. Belizeans also saw the United States as a place where they could not only broaden their horizons but further their education and/or learn new skills
. Lastly, the information Belizeans got from the U.S. media and Belizeans in the United States portrayed an attractive lifestyle, with a consumer culture based on a higher living standard. And when Belizeans in the U.S. sent money, packages, or returned to Belize with glowing stories of life "dah states," (in the U.S.) – and seem materially successful - this said something about the U.S living standard and comparative opportunities. But it is important to note that Belizeans were not emigrating solely for economic reasons. Economic motives often coalesced with other motives. Over time Belizeans decision to migrate tended to become somewhat disconnected from economic conditions in Belize and determined more by other factors
. 

          There were so many Belizeans in the United States before the 1980s that social factors were just as important as economic factors in the emigration of Belizeans post independence. Push and pull factors might have helped to set the stage for U.S.-bound migration. But by the early 1980s Belizeans were to a greater extent emigrating within a social context. Even before the 1980s many Belizeans, especially from urban areas, had relatives, friends or acquaintances in the United States. Indeed, many Belizeans had close relatives in the United States, especially middle class Belizeans (Brockmann, 1985:201). This was especially true for urban Creoles (and Garifuna) who had a longer history of labor migration (Ibid.)
. As a result, some Belizeans emigrated to the U.S. to join family members. Others who wish to migrate could rely on relatives or friends in the U.S. to facilitate their travel and settlement. This resulted in the self-perpetuating process of chain migration, based on social networks, which made emigration more pervasive
. In addition, this social aspect of migration help to determine which Belizeans migrated (especially in terms of ethnicity and residence in Belize) and when.

         As a result, U.S. bound migration was institutionalized long before Independence and a culture of emigration had developed with a "migration ethos." Correspondingly, Belizeans still had “states feva,” in terms of their desire to migrate and be part of the American experience
. Migration became normative for many to the point that going to "States" ceased to be an exceptional affair and became the "proper thing to do.” Emigration became a rite of passage, especially youths. Furthermore, although some Belizeans were more likely to migrate over others, migratory behavior spread outward to encompass broader segments of Belizean society. The teacher, civil servant, policeman, nurse, and secretary was just as likely to migrate as school leaving youths, the unemployed, and laborers. By this time when Belizeans became more savvy about traveling to the U.S., working class Belizeans were as likely to migrate as middle class Belizeans
. Hence, one of the first significant wave of Belizeans migrating to the United States occurred before Belize gained its independence. 

        Many Belizeans in the United States were undocumented when Belize became independent. Some left Belize when the country was still British Honduras, and for those who were granted a nonimmigrant visa to travel to the United States they traveled with colonial passports indicating that they were British subjects. Many had obtained a visa because with migration at a fever pitch they became savvy about how to obtain a visa. Visa in hand, most bought a plane ticket to travel on Taca, Tan, Sasha or BAL airlines and entered the U.S. through New Orleans or Miami. They then flew to destinations like New York, Chicago, and Los Angeles and many overstayed their visa and became undocumented. For Belizeans who didn’t have that option, emigrating “tru di back” was an easier and affordable way of reaching the United States. By road they traveled to Tijuana and other Mexican border cities and surreptitiously entered the United States. Some Afro-Belizeans might have had a more difficult time traveling through Mexico than Mestizos (because of their physical features), but once at the U.S. border it was easier for them to enter the United States than Mestizos because of the association of “looking Latino” with illegality and their resemblance to Black Americans.

          Family reunification and labor certification provision of the 1965 Immigration Act made it possible for some undocumented Belizeans to adjust their status (become permanent residents). One “green card” route was marriage or being sponsored by a family member who was a U.S. resident or citizens. By being employed as domestics, nurses or in other occupations certified for legal entry, few Belizeans (but many Caribbeans) were able to take advantage of the occupational preference quota
. Lastly, through service in the U.S. military, especially during the period of the Vietnam War, some Belizeans were also able to regularize their status (an expedited route to U.S citizenship). But for some of the undocumented wanting to adjust their status through the preference system Belize being a colony meant that only a limited number of Belizeans were granted these visas because the Belizean quota for U.S. immigrant visas was tied to a British quota. Nevertheless, even before 1982 legal migration to the United States was increasing as the greater number of Belizean permanent residents (or U.S. citizens) filed for family members. As for naturalization, when Belize gained its independence a limited number of Belizeans had become U.S. citizens. (Belizean citizenship was not automatically granted to these Belizeans and politics was a factor in this decision).

          By independence there were also Belizeans in Britain, and to a lesser extent in Canada. The case of Belizeans migrating to Britain is unlike that of other English speaking Caribbean countries. There was a significant number of Belizeans in Britain before the first wave of Caribbeans arrived in that country. Like other Caribbeans, most went to Britain to support the war effort (World War II). Most were recruited by the colonial administration to do forestry related work in Scotland; and while some joined the British armed forces (or served in a Women’s Auxiliary Corps), others worked in other aspects of the war such as Home Defense in different parts of the country (Donohoe, 1946: 16; Setzekorn, 1981:211; Ford, 1985; Moberg, 1992:149). After the war many chose to demobilize in Britain. But this did not mark the beginning of significant Belizean emigration to Britain as several scholars note about Caribbean migration to Britain (Davidson, 1962; Peach, 1968). With most of these men marrying local women and starting families in the UK, it seems that many severed or had limited ties with Belize. As a result, there was hardly a process of chain migration, whereby these men would have facilitated the migration of other Belizeans. Along with social factors, the failure of significant emigration to Britain can also be attributed to: a lack of information about employment opportunities in that country, how Caribbean labor was recruited (and assisted) to work in British public services and industries (Davidson, 1962, 1966;  Brooks, 1975; Foner 1978, Thompson, 1990; Gmelch, 1992; Western, 1992; James and Harris, 1993; and Byron, 1994) and overall how accessible and affordable this trans Atlantic travel by ship was for Belizeans (see Davidson 1962; LePage and Tabouret-Keller, 1985; and Western, 1992). 

        And so in the 1950s when British immigration laws were less restrictive, Belizeans didn’t migrate to that country at the same rate as Jamaicans and other Caribbeans. But some Belizeans (most educated and/or middle class) did go to Britain, many via other Caribbean countries. This resulted in a steady trickle of Belizeans emigrating to Britain, even after Britain enacted restrictive immigration laws. (Some were once students in Britain, others dependents, and few families). The British military presence in Belize was a significant factor in some Belizeans emigrating to Britain. With Guatemala pressing its territorial claim to Belize (and threatening invasion in the 1970s), Britain provided for the defense of Belize by stationing troops in the country. This led to unions between Belizean women and British soldiers, and many of these women (and their children) eventually went to Britain. A trickle of Belizeans, unrelated to British forces, continues to migrate to the UK as well. 

          In the case of Canada, few Belizeans took advantage of liberal Canadian immigration laws (and Commonwealth connections) - enacted in the in the 1960s - to migrate to that country. This contrasted with Caribbean migration to Canada. But some Belizeans did migrate to Canada, and again education and class was a factor, especially when immigration legislation (based on a point system) gave preference to immigrants according to their human capital and based on the labor demands of Canada. Consequently, while few Belizeans went to Canada earlier to do domestic work, a greater number who emigrated were professionals (namely teachers and nurses), many having been students in that country
. Regionally, Belizeans were also in Mexico, Central America, and the Caribbean (namely Cayman and to a lesser extent in Jamaica). This regionally emigration started around World War II when after hearing about job opportunities in the canal zone of Panama hundreds of Belizean men spontaneously migrated to that country to seek employment (Donohoe, 1946:15,53; Setezekorn, 1975:211). On their return to Belize, some went on to the United States. In the 1950s Belizeans also found work in Guatemala and Honduras, especially in port towns of costal areas, where U.S companies had their shipping operations (for Bananas) (See Palacio 1990:12)
. Belizeans had a most favorable reception in Guatemala which claimed Belize as their 23 department. (Several stories on this period have been done in the Amandala newspaper). But by the late 60s fewer Belizeans were migrating to these countries, which differed from the pattern of interregional migration (Hamilton and Chinchilla, 1991; Repak, 1995; Mahler, 2006).

Migration at Independence

         Politics and political discontent has never been the most significant or direct factor in the emigration of Belizeans, but some Belizeans did experience anxieties over independence and choose to leave the country
. Independence came with People’s United Party, who had governed the country for 27 years. It could be said that even before independence, as the opposition (the National Independence Party followed by the United Democratic Party) were unable to win national elections, some Belizeans migrated disillusioned over the political fortunes of the opposition, as well as uncertainty over the future.
 It is the view of Young (1994) that the exodus of Belizeans to the United States was also for political reasons when in particular Creoles refused to participate in the perceived Mayanization/Latinization in Belize’s nation-building by the PUP government. (This resulted in a greater number of Belizeans in the U.S. being supporters being NIP and then UDP supporters).

          The country’s independence coincided with a mass exodus of Belizeans to the United States in at least two waves.
 These migration waves of the late 1970 and mid 1980s represented the last significant wave of Belizeans emigrating to the United States. By this time more Belizeans had relatives and friends in the United States, and an expansion in social networks facilitated this migration. As a result, U.S.-bound migration came from more diverse points of origin in Belize and coincided with these migration waves. Not only were immigrants coming from Belize City and Dangriga, but also from other areas. And along with Creoles and Garifunas, U.S. emigration from the late 1970s and continuing through the 1980s saw Belizeans from other ethnic groups, namely Mestizos, migrating in significant numbers. By the 1980s Belizean women also outnumbered male immigrants (Barry, 1995:126). Vernon (1992: 46) notes that “the 20,000-30,000 Belizeans who emigrated to the U.S. during the 1980s did so not only to pursue better employment opportunities, higher wages, and the greater availability of housing, health care and education, but also to send money back home for dependents.”

          Belize became an independent country in less than prosperous times. Almost immediately after independence Belize experienced an economic crisis, as a result of global economic forces and certain policies of the Belizean government that increased the country’s debt. This further propeled Belizean migration to the United States from an already constant migration stream. Barry (1995:39) notes that economically, independence came at a bad time for Belize as high oil prices, low sugar prices, and a recessionary world market pushed the country to the edge of bankruptcy as foreign exchange reserves dried up and the government's budget deficit widened. The area hardest hit by this economic crisis was the districts of Corozal and Orange Walk where the sugar industry is located. Low world prices pushed the industry into a slump in the early 1980s, which then led to layoffs and economically had a spiraling effect.  As a result, many Belizeans from the northern districts migrated to the United States in the wake of a slumping economy, and the number of Mestizos migrating to the U.S. significantly increased. 

          This economic crisis help usher in a new government in 1984, when for the first time the UDP was victorious in general elections. This was also three years after the PUP triumphantly led Belize to independence. However, even a change of government and a subsequent improvement in the Belizean economy could not stem the tide of Belizeans migrating to the United States. Emigration continued into the late 1980s because even though the economy improved with the UDP administration, much of this steady economic growth as a result of foreign investment benefited investors more than a large number of Belizeans (Barry, 1995:40).
 Correspondingly, there was continued high unemployment rates, declining government services, and frustration with high indirect taxes. Many felt that these factors contributed in 1989 to a narrow PUP election victory over the one term UDP.

          Independence also marked an increase in U.S. influences in Belize
. Perhaps the most significant of U.S. influences was television. The early 1980s saw the arrival of American TV in Belize via satellite technology
. With the arrival of TV Belize became saturated with U.S. TV programming. As a result, watching TV quickly became the favorite national pastime (Barry, 1995). For Snyder et. al.  (1991) apart from changing consumer preference, the U.S. media also contributed to Belizeans’ desire to emigrate.

          Accompanying the arrival of U.S. television was an even greater U.S. presence and involvement in Belize (Bolland, 1986:60; Barry, 1995:125).
 This presence came in the form of growing U.S. economic influence with the further expansion of trade and investment in Belize. It was also during the 1980s that the U.S. government targeted the Caribbean and Central America as areas for major investment and political concern (treat of socialism/communism in the region). As a result, Belize was a recipient of this concern and U.S. business interest was promoted in the country. In addition to being Belize’s principal trading partner and the main source of investment, the U.S. became the largest provider of economic assistance to the country through the USAID program, which poured money into the economy and infrastructure (Sutherland, 1998:61). Lastly, an expansion in tourism brought an increase in U.S. influences with more Americans visiting the country.

          By the mid 1980s it was estimated that one-forth of all persons born in Belize resided in the United States (Pastor, 1985:19). In terms of the legal status of Belizeans in the U.S., the 1980s was significant in two ways. For Belizeans wishing to migrate legally and undocumented Belizeans hoping to adjust their status, independence meant a larger country quota, as the Belizean quota was no longer tied to the British quota. Statistics from the U.S. Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS) starting in 1982 showed an increase in the numbers of Belizeans legally admitted to the United States for permanent residency. But without family members who were legal residents or U.S. citizens (and who has greater preference in the family reunification provision of the U.S. law) many Belizeans did not immediately benefit from an increase in the quota. Belizeans also had a low naturalization rate, which would have made non-quota immigration possible. Consequently, in 1984 the United States Embassy in Belize estimated that two of three Belizeans in the U.S. were living in the U.S. illegally. 

          The mid 1980s also marked the passage of the Immigration Reform and Control Act (IRCA) by the U.S. congress in 1986. In her research on Mexican undocumented migration Hondagneu-Sotelo (1994: xiv) indicated that the act "had a more profound impact on undocumented immigrants than any other piece of legislation ever passed in the United States."
  Many undocumented Belizeans were able to legalize their status through the legalization provisions of the act often known as “Amnesty”
.  In turn, IRCA reduced the number of undocumented Belizeans in the U.S. But despite the increasing number of Belizeans who were able to become legal U.S. residents, a significant number of Belizeans remained undocumented by the end of the 1980s
. This varied by ethnicity
. 

           During the 1980s Belizeans also migrated to other countries, but not in the volume as U.S. bound emigration. When the Netherlands granted independence to Suriname in 1975, like other colonial countries, it granted Dutch citizenship to Surinamese who resided in the Netherlands at Independence. Belizeans carried British passports until Independence. But a tightening of British immigration laws meant that Belizeans didn’t have the right to abode in the UK. This was pointed out in an Amandala newspaper headline shortly before independence
. Some Belizeans did go to the Britain in the 1980s. When Belize became independent, a pre independence defense arrangement with Britain remained in place. This led to more unions between British servicemen and local women. These women were often from other areas of Belize such as Cayo and Toledo where British troops were stationed. This meant that some of the women were of Mestizo descent. 

          Due to commonwealth connections, there was also a greater Canadian presence in Belize, as a result of governmental assistance and tourism. This presence lead to the migration of more Belizeans to Canada, in particular the Toronto area. Commonwealth connections also led some Belizeans to emigrate to the Cayman Islands. Like Belizeans immigrants before them, many were recruited for government jobs, starting in the 1970s. Lastly, as tourism grew in Cancun (and other areas in southern Mexico), few Belizeans, especially from the northern districts, even went there and were able to put their bilingual skills to good use in the tourist industry. In the early 1980s migration to Cancun was exacerbated by the economic crisis in the northern districts caused by falling sugar prices.

Migration in the 1990s 

         During the 1990s Belizeans continued to migrate to the United States. But by the mid 1990s there was statistical and anecdotal evidence that legal and illegal emigration had declined
. Several factors accounted for this decline. Socially, it would seem that by the mid 1990s Belizeans who wish to migrate had already done so. Consequently, some Belizean families were reconstituted in the U.S. Others who could migrate opted to stay in Belize for various reasons. A lengthening of U.S. residence also helped to weaken or even severed ties between many Belizeans in the U.S and Belize, and fewer new networks were formed that could facilitate migration. Overall, for some Belizeans contemplating the move, there were less compelling reasons to emigrate (education still being an exception).

          Economically, what contributed to a decline in Belizean migration was the perception of greater difficulty in finding employment or employment commensurate with ones education and skills. In the last two decades there was also an improvement of wages in Belize, and many Belizeans experienced some degree of economic mobility.
 As a result, emigration became less attractive to some Belizeans, as they became concerned that they might experience downward mobility and a demotion in social status (status inconsistency) if they emigrated. Many were concerned that they would never be able to recapture the standard of living they had in Belize, since many were able to replicate U.S. consumption patterns and living standards in Belize. Changes in U.S. immigration laws and tighter immigration controls (including enforcement), also dissuaded some Belizeans from migrating, or made it more difficult for many to migrate. In many ways, some potential migrants choose not to risk an uncertain future in America. Lastly, there was a reduction in the migration ethos that took hold of Belize. As a result, migration was not at the fever pitch that it once was. 

          However, other Belizeans continued to emigrate to the United States to seek work, education, and to reunite with family. They were also going to the U.S for the American experience. Indeed, in response to Emory King’s rosy portrayal of Belize in his book , I Spent It All in Belize the author of Inside Belize stated in the mid 90s: “For some, Belize does have all the lure of a tropical island, but life is not all paradise for all Belizeans, and the King vision is not shared by all. Large numbers of them in fact leave for the United States to escape high unemployment, dead-end jobs, and empty futures.”(Barry 1995:xvi). As a result, the United States was still attractive, to some educated Belizeans (without good stable jobs) and poorer and less privileged Belizeans
. But supporting systems in the U.S. did not exist like before. Nevertheless, by the late 1990s there was some indication that emigration had picked up. This emigration was not so noticeable because it didn’t occur in waves, and because Belizeans had become more dispersed through the United States and less concentrated in some areas. 

          Through the 1990s, many Belizeans in the United States remained undocumented. Life got a little harder for these immigrants with the passage of stricter immigration laws in 1990 and more restrictive laws in 1996 (after the Republican takeover of congress in 1994). For instance, new legislation made it difficult for some to adjust their status, with changes in the rules on how family members are sponsored.

It also became more difficult for the undocumented to obtain “alternative documentation” (such as a social security card and drivers license). Belizeans who were legal residents were also affected by the passage of new legislation. Until the 1980s the rate at which Belizeans became naturalized U.S. citizens was relatively low. This changed in the mid 1990s when more Belizeans acquired U.S. citizenship. (The naturalization rate increased in the mid 1990s and then declined in the early 2000s). Some were Belizeans who were granted amnesty almost a decade earlier. Few also became citizens due to fears concerning changes in U.S. immigration and social welfare laws. By the 1990s there was also an effort at stepping up the deportation of immigrants who committed crimes in the U.S. This resulted in many Belizeans being sent back to Belize. 

          In the 1990s Belizeans continued to migrate to other countries as well. Belizeans were more in contact with nationals from countries other than the United States as a result of Belize gaining more international exposure and becoming a tourist destination. Nationals from other countries were also residing in Belize. And as Belizeans emigrated to a greater number of countries, the chain migration process followed. Some Belizeans, in particular Mestizos, emigrated to other Central American countries, such as Costa Rica, where the economy had improved
.

Emigration in a New Century: 2000 and beyond

          Six years into a new century, there is every indication that many Belizeans continue to emigrate to the United States and increasingly to other countries
. But there are questions about the extent to which they will continue to emigrate. There has been an ebb and flow of this emigration, but it will continue because of economic as well as social factors. Furthermore, Belize still cannot fulfill the raising aspirations, expectations, and goals of many would be migrants. One doesn’t have to search too hard in Belize for anecdotal stories of Belizeans who migrated in the last five years. And in the United States one encounters recently arrived Belizean immigrants. More concretely, while the number of Belizeans applying for the U.S immigration lottery indicates the desire of many Belizeans to emigrate, statistics on the number of Belizeans granted permanent residency shows that Belizeans are still migrating in significant numbers. Of course this does not take into consideration the undocumented. Despite difficulties in acquiring alternative documentation and stricter enforcement of U.S. immigration laws (especially since 9/11), many still choose to reside in the United States illegally.  

          There are certain distinguishing features of Belizeans wishing to emigrate and those who do. America still appeals to younger Belizeans, and many have the urge to emigrate. Some are recent school leavers who find it difficult to obtain employment. Though Belize now have a lot of what they want in America (in terms of consumer goods), many are still lured by the experience (and excitement) of living in America. Then there are older Belizeans, who are primarily seeking employment opportunities. Even if they hear that America is not like it once was they are willing to gamble, since many have little to loose. With little hope of obtaining a U.S. visa, because they are un or underemployed, some still contemplate going to the U.S. “tru di back.” Reuniting with family is also a desire of many of these Belizeans who would like to emigrate, and in many instances obtaining an immigrant visa is also out of their reach. 

          In contrast, other Belizeans have little or no desire to emigrate because they have a career or a stable job, some with good wages and benefits. They are not willing to as Belizeans would say in Creole “let guh di the bone fi di shadow.” Many know that America now has a tighter labor market and that even if they get jobs it might not be commensurate with their education and skills. For the U.S. consulate, these people are prime candidates for visitors’ visas, and for most in this group becoming undocumented in the U.S. is no longer acceptable. Since the late 1980s they and other Belizeans (who are able to obtain U.S. visas) are choosing to just visit the United States, primarily to spend time with relatives and friends. With many Belizeans getting a month’s vacation, some make regular visits. But it should be noted that though many of these people have secure jobs Belize is not in the best of economic times. 

         When the PUP won by a landslide in the 1998 general election it promised to abolish a value added tax of the UDP administration and greater prosperity (jobs and housing) to be made possible with an agenda of growth economics. Since those early heady days the PUP administration has been plagued by a series of scandals and financial crisis due to corruption, mismanagement, and waste. This activity has contributed to an upward spiral in Belize’s external debt (in the billions of dollars). Despite this, growth in tourism has made it Belize’s number one industry. A few other businesses and industries have also experienced growth (or been revived), and last year the discovery of oil in Belize led to it being exported. But most Belizeans have yet to see the benefits of tourism, much less oil; and in this economic climate many Belizeans compete for jobs with Central American immigrants. Beyond construction, agriculture and other sectors of the economy, these immigrants are a preferable source of labor (cheaper and more compliant) for employers, who engage in selective hiring practices, where these immigrants are concerned. This has contributed to a lack of employment opportunities for many Belizeans. And to add to the economic woes of Belizeans, government recently instituted a General Service Tax (similar to the VAT) to help service its debts.  

          While Central Americans, Chinese and other immigrants flock to Belize, this economic climate has created conditions for Belizeans to emigrate. In Belize Central Americans seek employment opportunities and higher wages they would otherwise not earn in their home country. Similarly, Chinese immigrants seek out opportunities to start businesses and have been successful in doing so. The case is similar for Indian immigrants. Then their are immigrants from the United States and few from Europe who are in various business activities, namely tourism and real estate. In this economic climate some Belizeans are getting rich or have become wealthy, few because of government connections. Others are economically doing okay. But many Belizeans are economically marginalized, especially those with little human capital. “Things haard out yah” is the Creole refrain some Belizeans are saying to convey the general mood about economic conditions in the country. (Some have also resorted to saying “nuttin nuh deh dah Belize”).

          Tourism and the discovery of Belize have added another dimension to Belizean emigration, especially in terms of few Belizeans not only going to the United States but to other countries as well. 

Sex tourism is now a part of the tourism scene as well. But on a less sinister note, the greater number of tourist visiting Belize and foreigners residing there has resulted in more genuine relations (many personal) between visitors and locals. Some of these relations progress into legitimate unions. While some foreigners settle in Belize or live there for an extended period of time, others eventually return to their home country with their Belizean spouse (and their children). In terms of gender, there seems to be a greater number of unions between local women and foreign men. Anecdotal information also suggest that while many unions between locals and foreigners eventually fail, the failure rate is greater for Belizean men and foreign women. Depending on where the couple settles (especially in terms of language and acculturation), issues relating to men’s bread winner role and women’s reproductive role help determine the extent to which these unions can become strained and eventually lead to divorce. Lastly, it has yet to be seen if wherever these Belizeans settle others will follow.

Belizeans in the United States

         Estimates of the number of Belizeans in the United States have varied, and there is no way of knowing the exact population figures. As a result, there have often been wild estimates about the number of Belizeans in the U.S. In 1990 Vernon (1990:7) noted that the poor state of data collection concerning the migration and settlement of Belizeans in the United States is one reason why its difficult to estimate the number of Belizeans in the U.S. It is also difficult to make an estimate because of the significant (and unknown) number of undocumented Belizeans in the U.S. A reasonable estimate is that there is between 110,000 and 120,000 Belizeans in the United States, including U.S. raised children (about 30 percent of the Belizean-American population is native born)
.  

         Largely as a result of chain migration Belizeans in the United States are still concentrated in a few states and metropolitan areas. Until the late 1970s New York followed by Chicago were the home for the largest concentration of Belizeans in the U.S, and these populations reflected the early years of Belizean migration to the United States (Babcock, 2003 & 2006; Cornebise, 2005; and Morrissey, 2005 have written about Belizeans in Chicago) have written about  Belizeans in Chicago). Indeed, pioneering Belizeans settled in places such as New York as early as World War I. In terms of characteristics, the New York population included a significant number of middle class Belizeans from the City, while the Chicago population included a significant number of rural Belizeans from villages in the Belize district such as Crooked Tree. Greater Los Angeles now has the largest concentration of Belizeans outside of Belize (Arnold, 1987 and Lemmel, 2001; and Straughan, 1992 & 2006 have written about Belizeans in Los Angeles). With over 45 percent of the Belizean population in the U.S., estimates of the number of Belizeans in greater Los Angeles range from 50,000 to as high as 55,000. A significant number of Belizeans also reside in metropolitan areas such as Miami (southern Florida), New Orleans (until the hurricane), and Houston. Belizeans are becoming more dispersed as they seek employment opportunities and affordable housing in others areas of the U.S.

         The increasingly diverse Belizean population in the United States represents virtually every sector of Belizean society. Though Belize City has been the main provider of immigrants, Belizeans in the United States have come from nearly every village, and town. But Belizeans from urban areas, namely Belize City south side, predominate. There is every indication that women slightly outnumber men in the Belizean immigrant population. This population is also characterized by the significant presence of entire families. The intent of most of these families is to remain in the United States instead of being sojourners.

          In terms of diversity and the Belizeans in the United States, ethnicity is most important. Creoles constitute the largest ethnic group in the U.S., most coming from Belize City
. With a history of migration, the Garifuna, coming from primarily from Dangriga, were once the second largest ethnic group in the U.S. (DeFay, 2004 and Grizzle Huling, 2004 have also written about Garifuna emigration and settlement in the U.S.)
. Until the late 1980s Afro-Belizeans (Creole and Garifuna) were an estimated 75 percent of the Belizean population in the United States (see Spearhead, March 1989). Today, with increased U.S. emigration, Mestizos are a greater percentage of the Belizean population. Correspondingly, Mestizos are perhaps now the second largest ethnic group of Belizeans in the U.S., surpassing Garifunas. (Few Mayans have emigrated to the United States.). 

Belizeans in others Countries
          There is now a significant number of Belizeans in others countries, and depending on the country there are certain characteristics (race/ethnicity, class, etc.) to Belizean immigrants in these countries. Take the case of Belizeans in the UK. This population is unique because it represents different historical periods of emigration and circumstances. As for their largely interracial descendants, they highlight the intersection of race and gender. Most descendants of the World War II generation of Belizeans in the UK (Scotland) have Black (few Mestizo) fathers and Scottish or British (white) mothers. In contrast, the British military presence in Belize resulted in the younger descendants of Belizeans having Black or Mestizo mothers and British (white) fathers. The majority of Belizean in the UK are Black, with some Mestizos. Other than having a common ancestry, this  is a dispersed population who’s common sense of identity does not go much beyond the formation (and maintenance) of social networks. In addition, like other Belizeans abroad, national days such as Belizean independence and the Battle of St. Georges Caye bring Belizeans together. The death of another Belizean can also bring Belizeans together. 

The Impact of Emigration on Belize

          Emigration, especially to the United States, has had a significant impact on Belize; and Belizeans 

abroad have had a significant impact on Belize, in terms of both their absence and presence
. In the early 1970s, an editorial written by one Homero Escalante in a Belizean journal National Studies noted the exodus of Belizean to the United States and the impact it was having on the country (Escalante, 1973: 1). Escalante recited the names of several Belizeans families who were no longer in Belize. Of greater concern for many Belizeans is the impact emigration has had on Belizean families, as emigration split many of these families. Belizean emigration essentially progressed from single migration to family unit migration, which meant that often children were left with grand parents or other relatives. For those critical of this practice this often resulted in social problems, such as delinquency
. But this issue is often more complicated as factors such as the length of time parent were separated from their children and class resources have to be taken into consideration. Overall, the impact of emigration is a lot greater than the absence of a few families or split families. 

         Demographically, emigration (and immigration) help change the face of Belize in a short time. As stated, until the early 1980s the majority of Belizeans who emigrated were Afro-Belizeans. A significant number of Mestizos followed. But the greater emigration of Afro-Belizeans contributed (instead of caused) to a demographic shift in the country (from Black to Mestizo) by the 1990 census, when starting in the early 1980s Belize experienced significant immigration from Central America. Some Belizeans such as the publisher of the local Amandala newspaper have reasoned that “if only more Black Belizeans had stayed at home” Creoles would still be the largest ethnic group and Belize would still be a Black majority country. This view has found support in the writings of Woods et. al. (1997) and Cornebise (2004), who in their analysis of Belizean migration patterns focused on how significant emigration and immigration led to the demographic shift in Belize. This view can be rather simplistic, and doesn’t take into consideration that regardless of how many Black Belizean emigrated, this ethnic shift was perhaps inevitable due to factors such as: the greater integration of Belize into Central America, government’s immigration policy (or lack there of), wage differentials, and  employers appetite for cheap labor
. No longer an unlikely destination, Belize has been incorporated into a regional pattern of migration (Hamilton and Chinchilla, 1991; Repak, 1995; Mahler and Ugrina, 2006). In turn, the settlement of a significant number of Central Americans led to chain migration and the continued flow of Central Americans. What is undeniable is that the influx of Central Americans to Belize is complemented by an emigration of Afro-Belizeans to the United States (Mahler and Ugrina (2006). Lastly, because of significant emigration (and immigration) Belize has become a more transient country, whereby the social connections Belizeans once had from living in a smaller (more stable) country and the extent to which Belizeans know each is diminishing. 

         Correspondingly, Belizeans living abroad continue to have an impact on the country in various ways. Economically, they do so when they send remittances, invest, visit, or eventually return there to live
. For the 25th anniversary of Belizean independence (and the Battle of St Georges Caye Day) there were many Belizeans from abroad in Belize. Though they are often tourist in their own country, visits such as this (collectively) have over the years had an impact on the Belizean economy. Correspondingly, a recent Inter-American Development Bank report indicated that in 2005 Belizeans in the United States sent remittances to Belize at the value of 160 million Belizeans dollars. In the current economic condition Belize is in such remittances has economically propped many Belizeans. If one moves around Belize City and see new or well kept houses - with all the amenities of an American lifestyle - or bushy [overgrown] lots - where dilapidated houses once stood - he/she might quickly tell whether they are seeing a “states house” or states property. While some Belizean sever their ties with Belize, there are others who go back and buy property, build houses, or renovate the one the have. This contributed the building boom Belize City has experienced. As stated, with the money they have earned, some Belizeans return to invest in the country and start businesses. But to date there has not been the formation of an Overseas Belizeans Investment Company that is collectively investing in Belize.

          Socio-culturally, Belizeans abroad have for the most part been a positive force on Belize. Over the years, they have had an impact in music, more recently sports, and in other avenues
. But some of these emigrants have also had a negative impact on the country. Some have brought back certain attitudes and behavior that encourage Belizeans to mimic an American life style that is not always positive. In terms of transnational ties Belize experienced a gang problem in the early 1990s when Belizeans emulated a gang lifestyle from the streets of Los Angeles with the help of Belizean youth who had lived in South Central and other areas of L.A. (Hayden, 1995; Matthei and Smith, 1996). Ethnicity and class factored into the Belizean gang problem. (While Afro-Belizeans have been involved in the African American Bloods and Crips, there is no report of Mestizos involvement in the Latino Mara Salvatrucha and  18th  Street gangs). From deportees to retirees some Belizeans are returning to Belize. As Belizeans abroad grow older, some are returning (at times on a semi permanent basis) to Belize after they retire. Meanwhile, other Belizeans are returning involuntarily. Stricter enforcement of U.S immigration laws resulted in the stepped up deportation of Belizeans even for minor offences. “Eh get dip,” some Belizeans now say in Creole about deportees. (With citizenship being somewhat of a shield against deportation, this reflects the low naturalization rate of Belizeans in the U.S.). 
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� Belizeans had been migrating to the United States since the early 20th century, settling mainly in New York and other cities such as Chicago. As a result, even in the early 1920s there was The Honduran Society in New York City formed by a group of Belizeans and their descendants. Led by Austin Panting and Archibald Arnold, they kept alive interest in Belize and it’s problems (Cited in Donohoe, 1946:56). When Belizean nationalist Antonio Soberanis Gomez visited New York in the 1930s he was hosted by an organized groups of Belizeans living New York/New Jersey. From the early days of settlement what characterized the Belizean population in New York  was a significant number of middle class, Protestant, Creoles from Belize City.  





� The 1962 Commonwealth Immigration Act restricted entrance of Caribbean immigrants into Britain with exception for dependents of those colonials already in the United Kingdom.





� Creole and Garifuna women were far more likely to migrate on their own (be single or pioneering emigrants) than Mestizo-Maya women. This had a lot to do with cultural differences. In turn, many of these Black Belizean women facilitated the emigration of relatives and friends.  





� By the mid-1970s, according to the U.S. State Department, the number of Belizean migrants in the United States was approximately equal to the remaining working population in Belize (Pastor, 1985:19).





� Everitt (1984: 319) states that in addition migration for better employment opportunities, the massive movement of Belizeans to the United States was as a result of a long distance acculturation process which drew Belizeans to the "promised land" of North America. Furthermore, where cultural factors and  the emigration of Belizeans to the United States is concerned, while Shoman (1995:120) refers to the cultural penetration of Belize by the United States, Vernon (1990) goes a step further in noting that cultural (and psychological ) dependency was a noneconomic factor  in the emigration of Belizeans. 





� Vernon (1992:46) notes that the emigration of so many Belizeans increased contact with U.S. culture and society, and consequently created greater preferences locally for U.S. fashion, music and consumer products.





� In his study of Garifuna in Los Angeles, Palacio (1992) discovered that the catalyst for emigration was "self-improvement". Similarly, Palacio (2002) found in a study of  Garifunas respondents in Dangriga that respondents 


saw the U.S. as providing better opportunities for five reasons: improvement of living standards, can expand ones horizons, opportunities for self-improvement, ease of acceptance, and jobs were readily available.





� In the urban areas, of the few jobs that were available - especially until the early 1970s - government was the chief employer (in the civil service, teaching, nursing etc.) followed by few commercial establishments. Others created their own jobs or worked odd or irregular jobs.





� In his review of the educational system in Belize during the 1980s Bolland (1986:50) wrote that there was a paucity of opportunity for training in professional and technical skills in the country, which bodes ill for the development of the country. 





� Barry (1995:125) notes that Belize’s alarmingly high rate of emigration cannot be explained entirely by economic factors. And for Vernon (1990:12) economic considerations were fundamentally necessary but not sufficient for a comprehensive understanding of the forces that induced the Belizean exodus to the United States. 





� Writing about Garifuna emigration, Palacio (2002:14) is critical of the literature on Belizeans emigrating to the U.S. She notes that scholars such as Young (1990) focus mainly on the involvement of Creoles in this emigration, which they see as commencing around the early 1960s. She claims that Garifuna emigration was earlier and documents this emigration from the mid 1940s, through the 1950s, and into the 1960s.





� Chain migration can be defined as that movement in which prospective migrants learn of opportunities, are provided with transportation, and have initial accommodation and employment arrangement by means of primary social relationships with previous migrants (MacDonald and MacDonald, 1964). Correspondingly, Portes and Rumbaut (1996:276) note that very often social networks have a tendency to acquire sufficient strength to induce migration for motives other than those that initiated the flow. 





� Some Belizeans emigrated out of curiosity and with a sense of adventure. The big cities bright lights beckoned and they wanted to see what it was like in America.





� It was middle-class Belizeans and Belizeans experiencing upward economic mobility who initially dominated in the U.S. movement. This was especially true for Belizeans who emigrated legally to the United States. As stated, the middle class status of many of Belizeans also made it possible for them to obtain U.S. visas.  





� Because of a combination of these routes, by 1968, females accounted for 58 percent of legal immigration from Belize, and they have consistently represented more than 50 percent of the legal flow until the early 1990s (Immigration and Naturalization Service statistics as documented by Vernon 1990). 





� There seem to have been some movement of domestics from British Honduras to Canada between 1956 and 1966 (Records on the Immigration of Domestics Canada archives RG 76, Vol. 838, file 553-36-563). For Caribbean women doing domestic work offered one of the few available to landed immigrant status in Canada.





� Their employment for U.S. companies reflected the tendency of these companies to employ a largely West Indian workforce (Purcell, 1993). In the 1940s Central American countries imposed restrictions on West Indian immigration and curtailed the civil rights and movements of existing Afro-Caribbean populations within their borders (Echeverri-Gent, 1992). And after the 1950s West Indian workers were replaced in many job by Ladinos, many of whom were newcomers to the once inaccessible eastern coast of Central America (Purcell, 1993).





� The migration of many Belizeans in the 1960s, 70s, and 80s may have even been in part prompted by political factors, and saw many Belizeans voting with their feet. In combination with other factors, many supporters of the then opposition UDP migrated after being disillusioned that the opposition was unable to win general elections in 1969, 1974 and 1979. Also as it relates to political factors, many Belizeans though the government of the day was not enacting economic (and educational) policies that would significantly raise the living standards of Belizeans and fulfill their expectations and aspirations. Instead many accused the government of being so focused on independence that they neglected to develop the country. 





� Ueda states that (1994:53) in terms of the globalization of migration, in many countries uncertainty over the future determined how people reacted to push and pull forces." Often it was the prospect of economic decline - the perception of a future gap between possibility and capability - that precipitated a decision to move (Ibid.)."





� Almost 50% of Belizeans in the United States entered after 1980. In the early 80's Bolland (1986:95) noted that one percent of the population of Belize per year migrated to the United States. And by 1985 Vernon (1990: 8-9, 12) calculated that Belizean immigrants in the U.S. represented thirty-five to forty percent of Belize’s population. Woods, Perry, and Steagall (1996:17) calculate that during the 1980-1991 period alone some 41,400 Belizeans appear to have emigrated and that about 34,000-35,000 went to the United States.





� Barry (1995:97) also noted that that despite steady economic growth since the mid-1980s, unemployment and underemployment persist in Belize.





� Vernon (1992, 40) writes that “As much as independence was symbolic of the waning of British influence, it marked the intensification of U.S. influence in economic and political decision making and made a mockery of the greater degrees of self-determination that independence was promised to bring.” He went on to note that since independence the U.S. influence grew tremendously and it made its mark felt on all aspects of Belizean society. Indeed most foreign investors and most land speculators have been U.S. citizens (Vernon, 1991: 46).





� No one had earlier invested in a TV station because Belize was considered too small an audience to warrant it (Lent 1989,19). So prior to this time, Belizeans in the northern and Western part of the country were able to get TV reception from Mexico, and Guatemala (Oliveria, 1985 & 1986). Perhaps because TV reception was so poor in Belize City, few Belizeans in the city had television sets. However, by the late 1970s the affordability of VCRs made it possible for many Belizeans to watch delayed American programming. Eventually, the setting up of television earth station in 1981, made it possible to receive U.S. programming through the pirating of satellite signals.





� These growing U.S. influence on Belize was increasingly visible particularly in religion, consumer goods, and media (Bolland, 1986:60). In turn, a study of 342 young Belizeans indicated that those who had information about the U.S. were more likely to want to emigrate (Roser et. al., 1986).





� IRCA legalized a large portion of undocumented immigrants already established in the United States., and a portion of the undocumented who had worked in U.S. agriculture. There were two legalization programs: the Special Agricultural Worker (SAW) plan and a more general amnesty. Amnesty required continuous “illegal” residence in the U.S. prior to January 1982 as the major eligibility criterion, and SAW required applicants to have worked a minimum of ninety days in U.S. agriculture between May 1985 and May 1986.





� From 1988 until around 1992, much of the significant increases in the number of Belizeans granted U.S. permanent residency came as a result of IRCA legalization. The data shows that of the 6,252 applicants to the IRCA program (not counting 450 Belizeans from the 1972 registry provisions of the program), 2,630 were Belizeans who overstayed there visas and 3,490 were Belizeans who entered the U.S. prior to 1/1/82. 132 Belizeans applied under provisions of the agricultural worker program (SAW). But some undocumented Belizeans didn't take advantage of  amnesty. 





� Many of the undocumented they arrived after the cut off date for legalization (Jan 1, 1982). Incidentally, data from the Amnesty program indicated that until 1982 for every Belizeans visa overstayer, two Belizeans entered the United States surreptitiously by crossing the U.S. border. In 1990 Vernon stated that two-thirds of Belizean immigrants were in the United States illegal, but this estimate was too high for that time, considering the various routes that Belizeans took since the early 1980s to adjust their status. 





� Anecdotal information suggest that based on time of arrival, access to information and legal assistance, class background, and rates of citizenship undocumented Belizeans vary according to ethnicity. As a result, Mestizos are more likely to be undocumented than Garifunas, with Creoles somewhere between the two groups. This reflects the higher naturalization rate of the Garifuna, partially as a result of military service, and for Matthei and Smith (1996) how visa savvy this group is in terms of “getting straight” (becoming legal). 





� Britain had just passed stricter immigration laws. But granting Belizeans British citizenship would not have been significant since most Belizeans were heading for the United States, not Britain.





� Mahler & Dusan Ugri (2006:4) note that since the early 1990s 84% of Belizean who emigrated left for the United States. But during the 1990s the yearly rate of Belizean emigration fell by nearly a third to a total of 2,181 per year, down from an average of 3,050 in the 1980s. Correspondingly, statistics of US legal immigration rates from Belize  indicate a significant decline from the 1980s to the 1990 in the number of Belizeans granted legal permanent residency (see Yearbook of Immigration Statistics, Department of Homeland Security).





� From the mid 1970s to early 1980s teachers and government workers made up a significant portion of Belizeans emigrating to the United States. But as wages for these workers improved and there were greater avenues for mobility, many choose to stay in Belize. Furthermore, though members of the Belizean middle class might earn significantly lower wages than there American counterparts, they gained more in social and other fringe benefits (such as access to greater opportunities to affordable housing far superior to that which can be afforded in the U.S.), making migration less attractive. 





� Thus, Mahler & Ugrina (2006:4) suggest that though the emigration rate of Belize has fallen more educated Belizeans are still leaving. They note that in a Belizean census report half of emigrants held high school degrees while the percentage with post-high school education rose 64 percent above the rate recorded in 1991. (It should be noted that while a greater percentage of Belizeans now have a high school education, education at the tertiary level is still low).





� Writing about regional migration to and from Belize Mahler & Dusan Ugri (2006:4) note that during the early 1990s five percent of Belizeans who emigrated moved to other Central American countries. This was slightly higher than in the past. 





� For Barry (1995:126) "There is no reason to believe that emigration to the U.S. will not continue to be a distinguishing feature of Belizean life." He also notes that even in the best of times Belize cannot offer its young women and men the kind of wage, educational, and vocational opportunities available in the United States (Barry, 1995:125). 





� An estimate of individuals of Belizean ancestry in the United States was arrived at through my interpretation of al data in the annual reports issued by the Immigration and Naturalization Service, U.S. Census data, previous estimates that have been made on the number of Belizeans in the United States (Vernon 1990), and in general the informed judgments of several Belizean sources. The 2000 census recorded only 37,688 individuals claiming Belizean ancestry (the1990 census recorded 21,205), which is a gross undercount of the number of Belizeans in the United States. This represents an ongoing flaw in census undercounts of minority (Black and Latino) and immigrant population for a number of reasons.  





� In the mid 1980s Roser et. al., (1986) estimated that Creoles made up as much as 65% to 75% of the Belizean immigrant population in the United States. Today, that percentage has decreased, as Belizeans from other groups (namely Garifuna and Mestizo) have migrated in significant numbers. And in a study of Belizeans in Los Angeles in the early 1990s Straughan (1992) noted that the majority of Belizeans in L.A. came from Belize City (the majority came from the south side of the city) followed by Dangriga. 





� There has been greater interest by scholars and others in the Garifuna population in the U.S. (perhaps because of the name). In turn, the Garifuna are still the focus of most research relating to Belizeans in the United States, in terms of Belizeans collectively and other Belizean ethnic groups. It would seem that many of these studies have focused on this group because of a greater interest by an academic audience for such an "indigenous" group that seem “exotic”.





� In the early 1980s Everitt (1984: 319) noted that emigration profoundly altered Belize within a short time.





� In her study of Garifuna migration Miller (1993) discuss the role of women in emigration. She also note that the social costs of migration has been high and resulted in a sharp increase in social problems among Garifuna youths in Los Angeles and Belize.





� Like Belizeans, Central Americans (namely Salvadorans, Guatemalans and Hondurans) were emigrating to the United States in significant numbers since the early 1980s, but in part for different reasons such as political instability and civil unrest (Hamilton and Chinchilla, 1991; Mahler, 1991; Mahler and Ugrina, 2006; 2006; Repak, 1995). Indeed, some Central Americans who initially settled in Belize moved on to the United States. Furthermore, like their ethnic brethren in other parts of Central America, native Mestizos are just as prone to emigration. And if not for a late start their rate of emigration would be just as high as that of Afro-Belizeans. 





� The emigration of Belizeans resulted in a “brain drain,” as recently noted by Mahler and Ugrina (2006). But in a functional way, emigration kept down the unemployment rate in Belize. 





� In terms of transnational ties, technology has had a significant impact on the way that Belizeans at home maintain contacts with Belizeans abroad. Up until the mid 1970s few Belizeans had phones (mostly more affluent Belizeans). But by the early 1980s many Belizeans installed phones in their home in order to keep in touch with relatives abroad. The internet had a similar effect. In the early days of the net when web pages were still “primitive” many Belizeans made web pages, primarily to advertise tourism in Belize. Through their messages boards and forums, Belizeans abroad began to communicate with Belizeans at home. Indeed because of these web pages Belizeans were one of the first immigrant groups to make greater use of the net.
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