ank Bryan Leans ToConservatwe Values, Laberal'f‘wah

By HAMILTON E. DAVIS ai ment on]y clearly national matters — defense, trade,'
BURLINGTON — One afternoon {n 1963, Frank Bryan, a zz-year-old " vironmental controls and the like. e
St. Michael’s College student from Newbury, went for a climb on Mt f‘ " Holding these views make him unusual in his field: A young (41)
Moosilauke in New Hampshire with his older brother, David. 7" %% conservative, Republican political scientist. They also place him on
Frank, a Catholic from a small Vermont town, admired underdogs “' . thecutting edg’e of a trend in American politics, a trend manifested na-
and Democrats, and was a committed partisan of President John Ken- "7 .. . tionally in the election of Ronald Reagan in 1980, and in Vermont, by °

major en- ‘

unedy. That was when he went up the mountain. - ... the unexpectedly strong showing of one of Bryan s heroes, John Mc- ;-
When he came down, he was a conservative Republican. David had - Claughry. -
. o i, At the same time, he is Intrigued by the “vision” of the left, in the
A P Ollthal P r Of:_ﬂ SRR emphasis by young radicals on the values of community and local par-
‘ ..., . ticipation. ‘““We neced to combine the hard- mindedness of the right,
convinced him that Democrats like Kennedy and newly elected Ver- =~ with the vision of the left,” he says.
mont Gov. Philip Hoff were going to destroy the Vermont towns. .7 ...._Thus his panetheon of hero:s includes not only 'he pof)fmst
Threugh the 1960s, as the Kennedy liberais turned the admlnisfra-_,,_ e Republican George Aiken, and ‘he tough, managenal Republicans
tion of the American dream over to Washington burcaucracies, Eryan  like Gov. Richard Snelling and Luther F. Hackett, th.. decentralist
pursued his own vision of a small town renaissance. eammg a . Repubiicen MeClaughry, but aSO Bernard. Sanders the socialist
master s degree at the University nt Verror! aad 2 docturals at the ¢ . . maycrof Burllagton, © - = 3
Universiy of Connecticut, 4~ “If you talx about h!s state so umsm, then I want no part of it,”
Now a professor of political science at the Unlversity of Vermont “ " Bryan says of Sanders. But he ‘lkes Sanders’ efforls to revitalize

Bryan spends his time studying rural polilics, particular.y in New " ; neighborhoods, and as for Sanders’ attempts to devise sp ’clal tax pro-

England, amassing data that incidentally may undergird the decen- ' . grams for Burlington, he says: “Ilike that.” ; : '
trallzation of American palitical life, returning such jssucs as educa-, ..’ Bryan burns part**ularly ahout the extent to which educatlon and.... : Frank . -
ilon and welfare to local control, and iecving for the federal‘ govern-’ (Se€ naged: F. - karyan) .Era Bry_an. l.‘,?]qgfcrm_




' While . Bryan s vlews on educatlon and welfare are in the
“mainstream of litertarian thinking, his views on economics are not.

% Education belongs in the town Bryan contends,recalhng his days at * ’i73; The federal govenment, he says, ought to sct as a sort of “*fiscal
‘ Newbury High School: A graduating-class of seven, the town hall -~ - elearinghouse,” ensurlng that great wealth cannot be inherited and
packed for the Newbury-Wells River basketball game, the court so -~ thathuge persona! incomes are not be permitted.

g Weliare have become natlonahzed concems, more and more removed
lzom theirJocal roots.  * ST

small that the center court circle intersects the key, the cheerleaders ° ." - “You don’t nee:! more than a couple of million,” he says. “0.ce
who, it must be admitted, are not necessdrily all beautitul. 2 .o you've got that much, the government ought to tax, say, 95 percent.”

. Moreover, he be'i ieves the federal government ought to redistribute
- money on a regional basis, sending to Vermont, for example, more
;than it gets from the state while doing the opp051te for wealthler
: 'states :
f the federal go /ernment wants people to livein a realtlvely poor

- Virtually every decision about this school system was made by local B

. people; and the system worked, he says. A T

- If every community finds jts own way in education, then lnnovatxon
and experimentation will flourish and across the country there will be -
general progress. If education is forced lockstep to national or state - | govern

. standards, then innovation dleS, and lf a mlstake ls made, the results “ state like Vermont, they ought to be wlllmg 10 pay somethmg for it, he
‘are catastropohiz... . ¥ L says o
-« **If the Soviet Union decldes it wants to teach the new ma‘th in acer-, ' Bryan began his teaching career at St. Michael's College in 1968,
tain way, and they do it badly, then every lud in the Sovxet Umon wuuld:“ ~went to Montana S:ate Umversxty for two years, then moved back to‘
£6 down the tubes,” he says. . < the University of Vermont. He is the auttor «f two books — “Yankee

w "“Fer progress to take place, you have got to ris : mlstakes ” he con-: ~'. d Politlcs ir Rural Vermant,” and “Pclitics in | xval States.”

i I v cezlly wilieve in power 1o ihe peuple, you have tolet - Wisrever he has deen, Bryan has lived acc-rding to his views. Wlth

them make raistakes. Yes, they may vote down the hot lunch program . his wife and two clildren, he now lives in a converted deer camp in

‘and the kindergarten...”, s 2 i ; % Starksboro, WithOUI a telephone skiddmg hls tlrewood inwitha team

» Taking welfare away from the local commumtieﬂ is equally " “of oxen. .

‘uetnmental Bryan ~ontends. There is nothing more human than . : He goes out of h‘s way, however 'to say that this is not “artSy-
" charily, he says, )&t this mo:t huinan of impulses has now beca ex- . ‘craftsy,” that most people who live in the country need snme kind of
truded from the federal and state administéred welfare system. ;s outside income. Stil, getting close to the land is crucial. ~
.V **¥e have dehumanized welfare in the name of protectmg the - In an article calld “The Lonely Villager,” published in a UVM
_ peyche of those who get it..; . quarterly, Bryan nctes that too much of Vermont is now a l'acau= It

Bryan acknawledges there are two arguments agalnst relocating ““looks rural, but it’s r2ally suburban. .-
welfare in communities: ‘that poor people might gravitate to towns. ; .~ “We are making ] fe in the country palatalie’in spite of the land in
~ with geaerous welfare benefits, and conversely; that local officials. "Splte of the seasons, in spite of the temperature, in spite of the beaves
. might discriminate: against; individuals or ethnic’ groups they do_ not ;,and sighs of the working out of ecological dynamics,” he wrote. B
ifrs. T S L B e MR s .. ) {: Despite his strong ‘eelings about these issues, and his support for the
“t Thess fears night have been valid once, Bryan says. but they are ecentralized Republicanism of politicicans like McClaughry, Bryan
‘yaiid no longer. There has been a “massification”’ of values, he asserts oes not believe he has designed a new pohtlcal system that can he
.= people are not so parochial any more. “There aren’t as many. ~‘adopted whole. '
recists in the country as there used to be. We re better people thanwe ~~Tv--*Itisnota 1'18°l'0“ 3 paradlgm r d bepresumptuous enough to lay on

.were R B g 4,,people" oo ¥
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