» Used for food flavoring and coloring.

e Corms may contain fungicidal compounds.

 Saffron crocus (Crocus sativus) adapted to arid/semi-
arid areas, with some resistance to cold (~39°F).

e Stamens, petals and corms have medicinal a
added potential.
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\What are we cloing?

Two cultivation methods: milk crates and raised beds.

Planted at a density of 100 corms per yd?2.

Dried at room temperature and in th
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What we found out?
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STIGMA STAMEN

Yields of 0.9 — 1.4 g/yd?.

Higher yields than reported for traditional saffron growing
areas, which is 0.34 g/yd?
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Saffron Sample #

Harvest location:
VT (SAF1-8), PA (SAF9), Iran (SAF10),
Spain (SAF11) and Italy (SAF12).




What we found out?

Treatment # primary # secondary Average wt/corm Average wt/corm
corms 2015 corms in 2016 2015 2016

In ground 11.2 grams 10.3 grams

In crates 11.2 grams /7.7 grams

e ~2 times more corms from crates than raised beds.

* Corms from raised beds 1/3 heavier than those
from crates.
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What 'S5 Next‘?

Assess Yr. 2 saffron quality (HPLC)

Evaluate winter survival

Determine production costs

Investigate market potential (US imported 25 tons in 2013!)
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