LADY BEETLE

Adults and larvae of the lady beetle or ‘ladybug’
are predators of soft-bodied insects such as aphids,
scales, and mites. Adults (0.06-0.4 in long) come
in various colors. There are over 500 naturally
occurring species in North America. Wild lady
beetles may enter greenhouses if pesticides are
used selectively.

Adult ladybird beetle

Species commercially available:

Coleomegilla maculata (pink-spotted ladybird beetle)
Adalia bipunctata (two-spotted ladybird beetle)
Hippodamia convergens (convergent ladybird beetle)

Oblong, upright, yellowish
eggs are laid in clusters on
the undersides of leaves.

Life Cycle
3-6 weeks

Adults come in many Larvae are soft-bodied,
sizes and colors. 2 FEE covered with spines,
3 and have di
color patterns.

Pupae are immobile
and attached to the
undersides of leaves.

Photos by Alton N. Sparks Jr., Lance S. Riley, and Cheryl Frank.
© University of Vermont, Entomology Research Laboratory 2005



